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JET FIGHTERS AND ROCKET INTERCEPTORS 


“Everyibing depends on air supremacy, everything else must 
take second place. Supremacy of the sea ts only an appendage 
of dir supremacy... The requirements for maintaining air 
supremacy are decisive in all qitestions of organisation, 


relative strength, allotment of manpower and supplies... 


“We Dave been beaten and eliminated, we have nothing more 
fo say. But it will be interesting to watch the development of 
ibe Great Powers and the battle of wits. Will tt be as it bas 
dlways been, that they all, every one of them, will not learn 
from the past and wiil continue to make the old mistakes 


again and again?” 


Ceneral der Miegper Karl Koller 
Chict of the Luftirwiutte Greneral Saf, 
Sovember |a--May |4q5 
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RiGAT ‘The Cypel 
RAK | rocket: 
propelled cur was 
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1] April [W225 at 
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dry, with Kurt 
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wheel, it dchieved a 
ape\ed af OU knn'h 
(62 mph) which 
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pelican fexr this 
pe al propulsion 





Rocket Development 1926-1939 


"Our success in 1941 was crowned by Heini flying faster than 1,000 km,’h. At just over 
1,000 km/h the shock wave caused the airflow over the outer wing to separate suddenly 
and the aircraft pitched nose down, the instruments registering a negative acceleration of 
Lig. Heini pulled the throttle back quickly, the aircrakht slowed down and he was able to take 
control again.” 

Dr, Alexander Lipprseh on the fight of the Me J63 4 V4 on 2 October 1941 


i ee 1919 Treaty of Versailles had placed craconian restrictions on the development of aircraft and 
aercergines in Germany. By 1926, however, Germany was finding ways around these restrictions, 
not least oy its pioneering work in the development of rocket, turbojet and ramjet engines. The first two 
of these were eventually used to power operational fighters for the Jagdwaffe., 

Theoretical work on rocket engines and space travel can be said to have begun in Germany in 1926 
with the formation of the Verein fur Raunischiffahrt (VR or Society for Spaceship Travel) in Breslau, 
Early members of the VfR included Max Valier, Hermann Oberth and Wernher von Braun. On 
& September 1927, Valier signed a contract with Opel to begin the development of a rocket-propelled 
aircratt, The first phase of this project was the testing of a rocket-propelled car. The car, the Ope-LRAK 
1, made its first run on 11 April 1925 and during the following day, it achiéved a speed of 100 km,'h 
(62 mph). A second rocket-driven car, the Opel-RAA 2, achieved between 200 and 235 kmh (124 and 
146 mph] on 28 May, bul two versions of a third aesign. which ran on rails, both blew up during tests. 









tk ' . es eee oT 
pee ee Mel mT | Ss RS dl rs 
—: fib ——— UP ate, 
be ) “ ‘i 3 
aa ae pA. SCHWEIN 
i ik rh i ei i ‘al 





res a 


BW Pe, OPEL 


“Tita Rae TI 


a 





lests were also being carned out with rocket-propelled model aircraft. During these it was 
discovered that tailless designs would be the deal form for this method of propulsicn. The first piloted 
rocket-orcpe!led aircraft to be flown in Germany was the Raab-Aatzenstein Ente JAW 54 003). This was 
a tail-first design powered by two 20 kg (44 Ib) thrust Sander engines. It almost certainly made its first 
flight on 11 June 1928. For this, and for later experiments with other rocket-propelled pliders, the 
aircraft used the bungee launch technique, Just afterwards, an Espenlaub E 7 glider, which was 
success resulted in the VR 
asking the designer, Gottlob Espenlaub, to build a tailless aircraft. the E 15, to be powered by two 
17 kz (37 |b) thrust rocket engines. This design made a number of successful flights during the late 
spring of 1929, again using a bungee for launch. A little later, in September 1929, the Opel-Sander 
Rak 1 rocket-powered glider carried out several test flights, but disputes among the rocket pioneers 
resulted in tithe further work being carried out on this method of propulsion until 1935. Some tnals 
Were, Nowever carried out by Junkers with sold fuel rockets to boost the take off of an overloaded 
WSS transport, and later with a liquid fuel eng ne fitted to an A SO Junior. 

On 10 May 1935, Major Wolfram Freiherr von Richthofen of the Aeichsiuftfahriministerium (ALM 
or German Aviation Ministry) proposed to Hptrn. Leo Zanssen of the Heereswaffenamt (HWA or Army 
Ordnance Board) the development of a rocket-prooelled aircraft to intercept high-flying enemy bombers. 
This was to signal the beginning of serious, aid Secret, rocket engine development 

In 19365 the first tests were cared out with a liquid-fuelled engine attached to a He 72 biplane. 
This engine, developed by Hellmuth Walter, used hydrogen peroxide and a paste catalyst and was 
designed to give a thrust of about 135 ke (300 Ib) for 45 seconds. The success of the modified He 72 
orompled Heinkel to donate an He 112 fighter airframe for ground tests. These somewhat dangerous 
trials were conducted with a von Braun rocket engine which eventually produced 1,000 ke (2,200 Ibs) 


modified by the addition of a Sander rocket engine, was also tested. Its 








LEY Che much 
Imprwved Lope! 
RAK 2 achieveci 
some 245 km/h 
Clad mpho while 
driven by Fries 
Caocl at tie Avis 
test track in Berlin 
on 24 Viav O28 
Thert was a 
Sbeaguicni© plan 
for (he car to make 
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world land speed 
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Cher Parinership., 





LOE: The tail-first Raab-Rartensicin Ente was the 
[tral niloted rackece prcapoetleal dict to be flee on 
enn, After sever abortive abienmpts, dhe aincraf 
mache ots first -A seconed flight on 1) June 1928 
powers by taco 20) ke (44 fb) thinset Sander 

cngines A second flight on threat clit Woks abandoned 
Mier one of the engines exgpextedd, sumel set light tes 
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BELOW, Somme Of the hieands of curl pocker Might! Gowloh Espeniaul examines 
the damage to the nidder of the E 7 which caught fire during a first neat flight 
on 29 Choteber 1929 Although he managed to land safely, the asbestos covering 


fled to prevent the damage shown 
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thrust for 30 seconds. They began inthe spring of 1937 burt, during a final static test, the rocket engine 
exploded, severely damaging the airframe. Fortunately, the pilot, Flugkapitan Erich Warsitz, escaped 
unhurt and subsequently made the first rocket-propelled fight in a second He 112 at the end of the 
year from Kummersdort. Tests continued with the aircraft until 16 June 1940 when the rocket 
combustion chamber burned through and melted the elevator contral rods. This caused the aircraft to 
Bo out of control and crash, The pilot on that flight, Flugbaumeister Gerd Riens, was killed, 

The potential of the rocket-propelled He 112 coupled with the interest of the RLM prompted Heinkel 
to begin development of an experimental rocket-driven interceptor under the designation He 176. Work 
on the new aircraft began in December 1936 with the first detail drawings being issued in July 1937 
The aircraft was to be powered by a throttle controlled 500 ke (1.100 |b) thrust Walter RI engine which 
used a combination of T-Steff(hydrogen peroxide) and 2 Stoff(sodium or calcium permanganate) as fuel. 
Following towing trials behind a Mercedes car, the He 1/6 made at least 48 flights probably between 
the late summer of 1938 and & November 1939, including one before Hitler. Work on the He 176 was 
officially terminated on 12 September 1939, but flight testing continued for a few more montns. 

Dr, Alexander Lippisch and Gottlob Espenlaub began the development of a series of tailless gliders 
during the 1920s. Much of their work was influenced by the ideas of Fnedrich Wenk, In 1925 Lippisch 
joined the Ahon-Rossitten-Gesellschaf (which later became the Deutsche Forschungsanstalt fur 
Segelflue or German Research Institute for Gliders. He then began producing a series of nine Storch 
tailless alrcrait two years later. 

In 1929 Lippisch developed a more advanced tailless aircraft which he named the Delta I. This, 
as its name suggested, utilised a celta shaped wing. to which endplate fins and rudders were 
attached. The Delta | glider made its first flight on SO August 1930 and itS success was Such that, 
with the help of the Messerschmitt director, Theo Croneiss, Lippisch’s team were able to fit the 
aircraft with a small piston engine. The aircraft first flew with this 
or 14 May 1951 and subsequently carried out @ number of 
successful demonstration Tights, 

The next successful design te be produced by Lippisch was 
the Delta Ml which was built by Focke-Wulf and flown for the first 
time in 1933. It was followed, in 1937, by the Delta iV which was 
given the RLM designation DFS 39. Testing of this aircraft and the 
acvanced flying wing DFS 40 led to an old RLM tequirernent for a 


PEPPY. Dr Alexander Lippsch began work as an werodynamicist at the 
Dornier Gomory during the First World War and, in 1921_took a similar post 
with Prt Schweier who was atbenyyting to buikd 2 glider to take part in 
tht vears Khon glider competiteen. He taper worked with Espeniaub an 
tailless gliders and then on his cran Gelta series of cessigens, this work 
culminating in the designoat the Whe P64 Aber benving Deutsche 
Forschungsanstalt fir Scecliing bo took up emplowment with 
Messerschmitt in fanuary DoS, but bett in 143 ater his Department L owas 
absorbed by the main company. He then continued te develop his own 
losiEs, perhaps the: mpost spcoticnular a which was the LP t4a Delta 
wich was intereled to be superscanic, 
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FELM. 


Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors @ 293 








ABORE: The Delta 
Dwas desired by 
Lappasch and 
powened, initially 
beg Shp Brisaey| 
Cherub engine. I 
ast Gerunsiibed 
a Beric-Tempectiot 
in September 1041, 
but the paler, 
Hermann Koll 
mishancilect it 
Curing | test fight 
WICH Giused! hm 
to criticise the 
ilesizn. This 

mailed in lini 
oie alice 
fran the desi Pee 
Lippisct 





AsOVi: A romarkably aerodinamic design for its time, the DFS 40 was 
Inpversod, bal carricd cut many tests connected with the development of 
the Mle 164 


pusherengined fighter being revived under the designation DFS 194, Developed from the Delta IVd, the 
DFS 194 was first completed as a glider. lt was test flawn during the autumn of 1938. In the following 
spring Lippisch joined the Messerschmitt company at Augsburg and shortly afterwards the DFS 194 
was equipped with an experimental 300 ke thrust rocket engine. The first flight of the rocket-propelled 
variant was delayed for vanious reasons until 3 June 1940, the aircraft achieving a speed of 550 kmh 
(342 mph) during one of its last tests. 

Considerable testing of the DFS 194 followed, most ‘lights being carried out by the experienced 
Flider pilots Heini Ditimar and Rudi Opitz at Peenemunde. Work on the DFS 194 led to the development 
of an improved version, the Messerschmitt Me 163. The first ‘light of the initially unpowered prototype 
tne Mée 16s A V4, was made on 13 February 1941, the aircraft being towed by a BF 110 twin-engined 
fighter. twas not until 13 August 1941 that the Me 163 A V4 made its first powered flight using a Walter 
R4-203 (100-509 A) rocket. The thrust of this engine coud be varied between 150 and 750 kg 
[330 and 1,650 lbs) and during a test on 2 October 19-41 tre aircraft attained a speed of 1.003 km/h 
(623 mph). The success of the prototype led te the production of a small batch of Me 163 As. These 
were followed by the definite model, the Me 163 E. This had a considerably modified fuselage and was 
powered by the 1,700 ke (3,750 Ibs) thrust Walter RAZ 11 (109-509 &). It carried an armament of two 
20 mm MG 151 of two 30 mm MK 108 cannon in the wing roots, 
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BELOW: The DFS 14 was the fies of the Lippisch tailhess cesigns to be fitbed 
with a rocket engine and was the direct predecessor of the Me 104, Plight 


made with Heini Ditomar at the conorols on 4 Jume Pac 
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The Advent of the Turbojet 
1935-1941 


“Because Professor Dr. Emst Heinkel undertook the development of the He 178 and its 
engine at his own expense and without there being general knowledge of the event, the first 
flight occurred in the presence of few people: e.g. Professor Heinkel, the constructors, 
statisticians, aero-dynamicists, mechanics and, of course, Dr. von Ohain and his close team 
of engineers. After the first successful test flight, Heinkel reported to the RLM, and 
consequentl, no more flights were made until the aircraft could be made ready for 
inspection by Goring and the General Staff.” 

Erich Warsitz on the first flight of the He 178, 27 August 1939 


he first practical design for a turbojet engine in Germany 
1 PA produced by a 24yearoid praduate of Gottingen 
University, Dr, Pabst von Ohain in 1935. 
Yon Ohain took his design to a skilled automotive engineer, 
Max Hahn who built a first demonstration engine. A patent for 
this engine was granted on 9 November 1935. At this time the 


Hans-Joachim 


engine comprised a two stage compressor (an axial fan stage 
followed by a centrifugal second stage), an annular combustion 
chamber and a radial turbine, 

Although showing promise, this first “garage engine’ 
obviously required much further development, the cost of which 
Was way beyond the von Ohain’s budget. As he explained: 

“These tests suppesied to me that fundamental combustor 
investigations and systematic developments were necessary hat would require time and money 
exceeding my private means. My Professor at Gottingen, Robert Pohl, came to my rescue. In a very 
cordial discussion, he deciared that he was convinced of the great future potential of jet propulsion. 
He suggested that industrial support would be necessary, and Said that he was willing to give me a 
letter of recommendation to any company of my chorce. Inturbvely, | thought ihe engine industry would 
be negative loward gas turbine development; and therefore | suggested the Heinkel corporation. " 

Von Ohain began working for Heinkel on 15 April 1936, taking Max Hahn with him. Shortly 
afterwards he was joined by Gipl.-ing. Wilhelm Gundermann, a specialist in aircraft engineering and 
turbo-machinery, anc by the summer of the year he had between six and eight titters and mechanics 
assigned to his workshop. Von Ohain again 

“During T9365 we made any Slow progress i the combustion chanber oroeramnme because the highest 
phoniy was placed upan the design and construction of (he Aydrogenpowered demonstration engine, the 
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Hes f. This was completed and instalied in a test né around the end of February 193 /... By Apa! most or 
Our fest runs fed been completed. We were delighted tat the apparatus fully met our éxpectations. Il 
reached fhe anticipated performance, it handled very well in acceleration and deceleration, but most of al! 
the psychological effect was enormous. Heinkel and his engineers suddenly believed firmly in the feasibility 
of turbojet propulsion,” 

The successful testing of the HeS 1 led Heinkel, a shrewd businessman, to accelerate 
development of this form of propulsion, at the same time withholding details of it from the RLM. Work 
began immediately on an engine whech was designed to use liquid fuel anc produce a static thrust of 
about 800 ke (1,760 lbs}. The first prototype of this engine, the HeS 3, was bench run in March 1938, 
but problems were experienced with the new compressor, necessitating a redesign. the HeS 3b. 

The new engine was then tested beneath the He 118 V2 while work was undertaken on the design 
Of a purpose-built aircraft, the He 1/8. Two prototypes of this small, shoulder wing monoplane were to 
be built. The first had a fixed undercarriage, the second a retractable unit and an enlarged wing. After 
considerable cevelopment, the HeS 3b, which then developed almost 450 kg (990 Ibs) thrust, was 
fitted to the He 178 V1. This aircraft, piloted by Flugkapitan Erich Warsitz, Tlew for the first time on 
2/7 August 1939 
led to the HeS & (which later received the RLM designation 109-001} that was used to power the 


the world's first turbopet powered flight. Further development of the Heinkel engine 


word s first jet fighter, the He 280, 
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Meanwhile, an official programme for development of 
turbojet propulsion was put in place, largely due to the 
efforts of Dio/.-ing. Helmut Schelp. In September 19365, 
Schelp had transferred to the RLM department responsible 
for aircraft engine development where he hoped his ideas 
for gas turbine engines would gain support. He soon found 
an ally in Oipl.-ing. Hans Mauch, tre Technical Advisor for 
Special Power Plants who, up to that time, had been 
interested primanily in rocket engines. Accordingly, in the 
autumn of 1938, they visited the main aircraft engine 
manutacturers, with the result that Bramo and Jumo jthe 
Junkers Engine Company) began design work on turbojets, 

Al Jumo, the head of the company. Prof. Otte Mader, 
appointed a Se-year old graduate of Graz Technical High 
School in Austria, Anselm Franz, to undertake a peneral 
survey of all fas turbine possibilities. Following detailed weight estimates of piston engines arranged 
to drive turbines, Franz concluded that there would be great difficulty in getting the required 
performance from such systems within any reasonable weight limits. He felt that only a simple turbojet 
would be light enough for aircratt use. Franz later recalled: 

"I? 1939 the RLM wanted us to fake over Wagner's 
eneine [developed by the Junkers Aircraft Company/, but ! 
refused and during the autumn of that year we received a 
Fovernment contract for our own fT 1. later to became known 
as the Jumo O04 A. This can claim to be the world's first 
successful axial flow turbojet, a cantiguraton that became the 
Standard for jet engine design. The Jumeo O04 was also the 
first jet engine in yalune production and camnbal service. * 

In July 1939, Junkers received an official development 
contract for the engine, the 109-004. The requirement was 
for it to deliver 600 kp (1,320 lbs) thrust at 900 kmh 
(559 mph) at sea level. lt was designed to be brought into 
production and operation as quickly as possible, and was 
developed from the outset to burn diesel oil. 

inthe same month that it merged with BMW, Bramo was working on two turbojets which were given 
the BMW project designations P3302 and P.3s04. The P3302 was initially considered as a research 
unit to assist in the development of the tiny auialflow PSs04 (109-007) with a4 counter-rotating 
compressor. With a diameter of only 610 mm (24 inches) and an estimated thrust of 600 kg 
(1,320 Ibs) the P.3304 eventually proved too complicated and was abandoned, This meant that BMW 
could now concentrate on the simper P.3as02 (108003), (JW 5-4 022) the prototype of which first ran 
in December 1940, Initial tests were very disappointing and forced a complete redesign to be 
undertaken during the spring of 1941 under the designation P.3s02 V2 to V10. Even these designs 
proved unsatisfactory and resulted in yet a further reworking of the engine under the designation 
P.od02 ViI-V14, By the autumn of 1942, this later subtype was producing a thrust of about 550 kg 
(1,210 lbs) and was test flown beneath a Bf 110 flying test bed. 

As turbojet engine development proceeded, a corresponding programme 
for high-speed airframes was being formulated by Diol.-ing. 
Hans Martin Ant of Department LC ? (Airframe 
GCevelopment) of the RLM. Antz soon formed a 
close working relationship with Scheip, who 
suppliad the basic data for jet engines, and, 
as far as possible, the two development 
programmes were integrated. Antz was then 
#9 years old and his academic background 
bore many similanties to that of schelp. 

In October 1938, following discussions 
Prof, Messerschmitt authorised 
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Robert Lusser, his Projekiburo head, to 
undertake feasibility studies for a single-seat 
fighter with turbojet propulsion, By the end of 
December 1938 Messerschmitt had received an 
official study contract from the RLM, with more 


detailec outlined on 


requirements being 
4 January 1939. Design work then began under 
Woldemar Voigt, head of Messerschmitt's Project 
Office, the type recening ihe designation P.1065, 
The team's brief was extremely nebulous. All they 
had to work from was an approximation of the 
engine's size and weight. From this they 
attempted to produce an aircraft that would have 
an endurance of 30 minutes and a speed of 
B50 km/h (528 mphi. Voigt remnenbered: 

‘since both the engine weight formula and 
manufacturing considerations seemed to favour 
smaller enginés, we suggested to the ALI that q 
the proposed fighter should have two turbojets of about 315 Kg (690 lbs) thrust each... The first twin 
engined configuration examined was basically a straehtforward lowwing aeroplane with the engine 
Neceles mounted centrally in the wings.” 

Following these studies, detailed work on the design began on 1 April 1939. The first proposal, 
which was submitted to the RLM on 7 June 1939, had a wing wrtually identical in planform to that 
of the early BF 109 and Bf 110. After examining the proposal, the RLM gave permission for 
construction of a mock-up. Various armament combinations were proposed, and at 
the same time it wes also planned to increase its wing area by fitting a parallel 
section to each tip. Initially two engine layouts were oroposed; either two 
BMW P3302 engines (to become known as the BMW O03) slung beneath the wings, 
or two of the slimmer EMWW P.2304s mounted centrally. By November 1939, a third 
type of engine had also entered the picture when details of the Junkers T 1 
(umo 004 A) became availabie. 

On 19 December 1939 6 mock-up of the P. 1065 was inspected by representatives 
of the RLM. By early February 1940 6 description of the layout proposed for the first 
prototyoe was issued. Two BMW P.as02 engines were to be mounted Delow (he wines, 
the leading edges of the outer sections of which were now to be swept back some 16 
degrees for centre of gravity reasons. On 18 April 19-41, the first flight of the Me 262 
(as the P.1065 had just been redesignated) took place, with the aircraft powered by a 
single June 210 piston engine because of delays with turbojet development. 

twas not until 25 March 1942 that the prototype attempied to make its first Tight 
with @ pair of BMW P3302 V2/V10 engines, but the Jumo 210 piston engine was retained as a Safety 
measure. This was to prove a fortunate precaution as both turbojets suffered compressor blade 
failures pust after leaving the ground but, with the Jumo 210 piston engine, the test pilot, Fritz Wendel, 
managed to land it safely. 

Nearly four months later, on 18 July 1942, the third Me 262 was fitted with a pair of Jumo OD4 
engines and successfully completed the type's first jet-powered flights. Early tests with the Me 262 
were to prove the airframe excellent, the only modification being to increase the wing root chord by 
continLing the swept leading edge of the outer panels to the centre section 

Lonsiderable development work on the Me 262 then followed. the major improvements being the 
replacement of the tailwheel by a tricycle undercarrlage and the upgrading of its atmament to four 30 mm 
MK 108 cannon. The aircraft's introduction into operalianal service was considerably delayed, however, 
both by problems with its engines and by political arguments. Chief amongst the latter was Hitler's 
insistence that the aircraft be used as a fast bomber rather than a fighter for which it had been designed. 
The logic of this argument was that the aircraft shoulc be used to hurl bombs at the invasion force 
anticipated to Jand in northern France and thus help drive them back into the sea. Whatever the merits 
of this idea, it should have heen dropped immediately the Allies pained a first toe old in Western Europe, 
but it was not until 22 March 1945 that Hitler hinally reversed his decision. By Then it was (oo late. 
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LOO: Early tests with the Me 262 were new without mishap. both engines and undercurriage proving to be 
rather unrchiable, Thies photograph, of the seventh production aircraft, the S7.(WoONr. 140012) was taken on 

| tune 244 following a crash caused by an cogine fire. The colouring and markings are very similar to those 
on the aircratt flown hy Dhierteldes 


Messerschmitt Me 262 S7 (W.Nr. 130012), June 1944 

This Me 262 first flew in April 1944 and was painted pale blue (RLM 76) overall with the black four-letter call 
sign VI+AL. The nose, wings and both engines were damaged on 1 june 1944 due to an engine fire. Although 
the seventh production aircraft, the S7 bore the series test number ‘6° in red on its nose. This was because the 
sixth aircraft was delivered direct to Erprobungskommando 262. 
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The Erprobungskommando 
1942-1944 








“Suddenly | was startled by an ear-splitting roar. It sounded as though an immense hot iron 
had been plunged into a huge bathtub — a veritable hiss of Siegfried's dragon! My head spun 
around and my surprised eyes saw a violet-black cloud driving a leaping, skipping 
‘something’ ahead of it, faster and faster until the object leaped from the ground, jettisoned 
a pair of wheels, and shot up into the sky. By the time | had closed my mouth, which had 
opened in astonishment, the thing had disappeared.” 


Lt. Hermann ‘Mano’ Ziesier on joining Erprobungskommando 16, August 1943 


nh 20 April 1942 a special unit was established to develop the Me L623, the Komet as it was 
O named, under operational conditions using the Messerschmitt plant at Augsburg for instruction 
and development and the Luftwaffe airfield at Peenemunde-West for fight testing. Designated 
Ermrobungsaommande (EKXdo) 16, the unit was led by Hpim. Wolfgang Spate, an experienced pre-war 
glider pilot who had earier commanded 5./JG 54. Spate made his first unpowered flight in the 
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with oxyquinaline or phosphate as stabiliser) caught fire on 
contact with any organic substance, not least of which was 
human flesh, forcing the pilots to wear special, allegedly acd 
proof suits, gioves and boots. f-Storf aiso hac to be stored in 
AIUTUMIUM containers, 
through steel. C-Sfoff (a 3 per cent hydrazine hydrate solution 
in methanol, on the other hand, could only be kept in enamel 
of anodised containers. Both fuels were colourless and their 
different containers were carefully colour-coded and labelled ta 
avoid accigents, 


Me i633 A Vd on & May, recening instruction from Hein) Dittmar who had also been 
transferred to the unit. Three days later Spate made his first powered flight in the 
V4, but he expenenced proems with the unsprung two-wheeled take-off dolly. It was 
which could cause often severe spinal injuries to the pilot, Given the volati ity of the 
rocket fuels, this would become an even Tore Serious problem as regular powered 
flights increased. The difficulties were such that Spate considered it essential that 
a sprung dolly be developed before regular operational training could begin. 

By early May the ground crews for the unit had assembled at the Kommando’s twin 
airfields where they received four week's instruction on the rocket fighter. At this time 
fying was canned out by Dittmar, spate and Lt. Rudolf “Rudi Opitz sometimes joined by 
the famous warman test pilot, Harina Reitsch, but on 26 May two others, Obit Joachim 
‘Joschi' Pohs and Obit. Johannes Kiel (HW 5-4 036), arrived at Augsburg to jain the unit. 
After treir arrival the new pi ots familiarsed themselves in the two-seat DFS Aranich and 
Granau Gaby sailplanes before moving up to the Habucht aerobatic clider, some of which 
had clipped wings. The newcomer would then undertake his first unpowered flights in an 
Me 163 A, towed into the air by 3 Bf 110 twin-engined fighter, before finally being 
allowed to make a ‘sharp start’ under rocket power, 

On 26 June the first E-series prototype, the Me 163 B V1, was flown for the first 
time at Lechfeld, the variant having a much plumper fuselage and being powered by 
the Walter 109-509 6B ‘hot’ rocket engine. Many problems were associated with the 
two fuel components by this engine, designated [-Stoff and C-Stoff. A favourite 
demonstration to new members of the 
Hommande was to drop a tiny amount of one 
fuel Into a saucer of the other. The result 
Was an instant hiss, bang and sheet of 
F-Stoff 
(an 80 per cent hydrogen peroxide solution 


flame. Another problem was that 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 A V4 (W.Nr. 163 00 00 001) of Erprobungskommando 16 at 
Peenemunde-West, August 1941 

The first prototype of the Me 163 4A was finished in pale blue (RLM 76) overall with the 
four-letter code KE+SW painted on either side of the fuselage in black. 


ca row 









By November, Erprobunegskommando 16 had several 
Me 153 As in its inventory plus five Bs (the V1 to V5) 
although the iatter had been damaged while being flown 
by Hanna Reitsch on 30 October, Just prior to this, on 
16 October, Heini Dittmar had been injured in a hard 
landing with the Me 163 4 V12, Rudi Opitz taking over 
responsibility for flight testing. Further development tests 
continued during the winter months of 1942/43, although 
bad weather often hampered the work of the unit. 

In Feoruary 1943 the Aommaendoe was ordered to 
take on the testing of the expernmerntal jet fighters, the 
He 280 and Me 262. However, when Hotm. Spéte and 
Obit Pohs arrived at the Heinkel factory at Restock, they 
discovered that the He 280 V1 had been destroyed, the 
V2 was being re-engined with the Jumo 004 and the V3 
had been damaged in an emergency landing. As for the Me 262, only the V2 was flying, and Spate was ABOVE. The 
forced to report that neither type was ready for flight tests by his Kammanddg. a ee oe 

Two months later, on 17 April, Spate oid fly the Me 262 V2, reporting to the General der ‘iach cies ite : 
Jagafiieger, Adolf Galland that: “The climbing speed of the Me 262 surpasses that of the Gf 109 G by powered flight on 
5 to 6 m/sec (16 to 20 ft/sec) at a much better speed (420 kmh or 261 mph). The superior horizontal = !3 August P41 at 
and climbing speeds will enable the aircraft to operate successfully against numerically supenor enemy Sertegmncdetea 
hehters... The aircraft deserves the highest attention; its development should receive the greatest the controls. The 
possitie support. Aigh speeds can be obtained by sel Pore 
propulsion. The Me 262 is oniy a first step.....” ets 

Meanwhile development of the Kornef continued, Ob/f. usec by the 
Pons testing Fula 25a IFF racho equipment aid if, Opitz rocket ROUTES 
assisted take-off units during April, At the end of that month, Jeep ie 
two further plots joined the Aammando, Ob Anton ‘Ton 
Thaler and Lt. Herbert Langer. By August, development of the 





LEFT. Ageroup of six al the most important Me 164 pilots. From 
lett to night arc: Plugkapitan Helmut Kaden, responsible for Me 1b34 
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pit, and Josef Pohs who had previously served with 3.70 34. 
Ricl took over command of 7 ir 26 in August 1944 and 

become Kannmanchenr af WAG To in November, but was killed 

in combat on 240 January [Set Pols lost his life a litthe earlier, on 
30 December 1943 while testing the Me 164 





7 


304. @ Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors 


ae ¢ 


rocket fighter had developed sufficiently to allow some of the Aornmmando to concentrate on developing 


sroundcontrol procedures. Some difficulties were expenenced with the high speed and exceptional climbing 
performance of the aircraft and with the radio control procedures which were initially unable to cope. 

By this time rocket development at Peenemunde, not only of the Me 163 but also of the At missile, 
had become known to the Allies with the result that the facility was heavily bombed on 17/18 August. 
Although Erprobungskommande 16 was little affected by the bombing, the attack forced the transfer of 
its seven Me 163 4s and one B to Bad Zwischenahn west of Oldenburg in north-west Germany. 

Shortly afterwards the unit received an influx of 21 new pilots who were to form the basis of the 
world’s first operational rocket fighter unit, From September, altitude acclimatisation began on the 
fugspitze mountain under the direction of the Institut fur Luftfahrimeadizin in Munchen, and a captured 
Russian pressure chamber was also made available at Bad 7wischenahn. 

On 30 November the Aonmando suffered its tirst fatality when Onw, Alois Worndl was killed flying 
the Me 163 4 V6. The accident was held to be due to the pilot's over-exuberance. Exactly a month later, 
a second pilot was lost when the Me 163 B V8 flown by Ob/ft. Pohs struck a radio mast after his engine 
cut shortly after take-off. Pohs’ place as Technical Officer was taken by Obit. Otte Bohner. 

By this time only four Me 262 jet fighter prototypes were flying, the V1, V3, V6 and V7, all of which 
were under test at Lechfeld, a Luftwarfe airfield near Augsburg used by Messerschmitt. Although Spate 
had flown the type in April, it was not until 9 December 1943 that the first Luftwatfe experimental unit, 


designated Erprobungskommandoe 262, was formed to develop the type. This unit, which was also based 


at Lechfeld, was led by the experienced cormbat pilot who had previously led 4./2G 2, Hptm. Werner 


AGOVE: The tour men shown bere, test pilot Gerd Lindner Willi Messerschmitt. 
Wenner Thierfelder and Gerhard Caroli, plaved a nost important part in the 
development of the Me 262. Thoentehder was born an 24 December 19145 in 
Berlin, but grew up in South West Africa (now Namibia). Ne studied at Gottingen 
University before pou [LAG 2b, part of the furvets ‘Horst Wesect’ 
GCesachwader at the beginning of the war. After combat during the battles tor 
France and Britain and then in the Halkans and Crete, he was awanted the 
Kaiehit’s Cross on MO October 1041 for l4 aerial victones and the destruction of 
11 aircraft and six trains on the ground. He joined [1/76 7 in May 1942 and was 
promikicd to Stallelkapilan of 4./fte 2. On | October 14 he tninsferred te the 
Salt of the General der fagditicaer where much ose was made of his extensive 
technica! knowlealee. He was appointed to lead Erprobungskommande 262 on 
1S December 144, and became, at the same time, commander of U1 /4G 26. By 
this time he hac destroved 27 aircraft in the air plus 41 on the ground. 





Thierfelder, On 21 December he and another 
accomplished fighter pilot, Major Egon Mayer, 
commander of JG 2, flew the sixth prototype 
Me 262, the first to be fitted with a retractable 
tricycle undercarriage. 

Although Thierfelder had begun flying the 
We 262 in December, it was not until 20 January 
1944, that he was joined by Aw Helmut Baudach 
and Fat Erwin Eichhorn from JG 2 and Aw Helmut 
Lennart? from JG 11, with Ob/t. Worner arriving 
from #G 101 at the end of February. As with the 
Me 163 AKommandoe, testing was not without 
danger, Thierfelder escaping unhurt on 1 February 
when the Me 262 V5 which he was flying, crashed 
and was destroyed. 

Meanwhile, in January 19-44, the first Luftwaffe 
ground crews arrived at Bad Zwischenahn, and 
dunng the same month several ‘sharp starts were 
made with the first combatready Me 163 B by 
Spate and Opitz. Powered flights increased during 
the next two months although the ground crews 
began to suffer problems with a lack of spares. 
During March 19444 tests were made with a special 
plastic covered parachute as it was realised that 
escaping F-Stoff would quickly cause the normal 
fabric parachute to burst into flames. 

The AKommande now began to fly the first 
simulated combat sorties. The plan was for the 
Me 163 to climb at a 45 degree angle at a speed of 
between 7O0O and 800 kmh (435 and 500 mph) 


approaching the bomber stream which it was predicted would be at around 6,000 m (20,000 ft) fram 
behind. Not long after attaining this altitude, which would take about two and a half minutes, it was 
anticipated that the rocket engine would cut and the fighter would then attack the bombers in a shallow dive. 


Because of the extremely short combat radius of the Aornet (about *7O km or 43 miles), it was proposed to 
establish a line of combat bases between the Belgian and Danish borders with a secondary line on the 


approach to Berlin. 
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On 19 April the first Me 262, the V8, was delivered to Erprobungskommanda 262, Lennartz making his 
first jet flight on that dey. Early the next month, 14 pilots from UL/26 26 (minus 7. Staffel), which fad been 
flying Bf 110s from Konigsberg-Neumark against USAAF bombers, were ordered to transfer to Lechfeld for 
conversion to the Me 262. Advanced detach nents arrived on 10 May, grounc staff from 8_/7G 26 going to 
the Messerschmitt assembly plant at Leioheim, those from 
9./2G 26 to Schwabisch Hall for technical familiarisation. 
During the middie of May two further Me 2625 were delivered 
to the unit while ten pilots began conversion training. They 
were Gbft, Hans-Guntner Muller (Staffelkapian of &./ZG 26), 
Gblt. Paul Bley (Staffelkapitan of $./2G 26), Obit, Gunther 
Wegmann, Lf Joachim Weber, Lt Alfred Schreiber, Gf. 
Hubert Gobel, Ofw, Helmut Recker, Ofw. Strathmann, Fw. Heinz 
Herlitius and Uffz, Hans Flachs, 

Despite the accelerated operational development of the 
Me 262 it was the Me 163 that was to fly the world's first 
combat sortie by a non oropelle-driven aircraft. This took 
place when Major Spate, flying the Me 163 B V441 which had 
been over-enthusiastically painted bright red overall by the 
Eround crew, took off on 14 May 19444 to intercept a group of USAAF aircraft approaching Bremen. Within 
minutes he spotted two P-4's wertically above him, but almost immediately his engine flamed out. Waiting 
the obligatory 2 minutes, he relit the engine and accelerated after the American fighters. Approaching 
300 kmh (560 mph), the port wing suddenly kicked downwards as compressibility effects began ta 
manifest themselves. Spate tried to correct, but by the time he had stopped the aircraft from shaking, 
the rocket had cut again and he was forced to abandon the sortie. 

spate undertook a second sortie that day, but dic not manage to intercept. Shortly afterwards, he 
left the Kommande to take over I'V./JG 54 on the Eastern Front, his place being taken by Hptm. Toni 
Thaler. A third sortie was undertaken by Ofw. Wemer Nelte on 20 May in the Me 163 B V40 and two 
days later Obit. Opitz flew a fourth in the B V33. A fifth operation was flown on 28 May by Obit. Langer, 
but like the previgus two, no contact was made with the enemy. 

The recent flurry of activity at Bad Zwischenahn soon attracted USAAF attention and on 30 May 80 
B-1/s bombed the airfield. One or possibly two Me 163s were destroyed and five others damaged plus 
several BY 110 glider tugs and an assortment of gliders and communications aircraft. Following the 
attack, basic training was temporarily transferred to Brieg on the Oder, but recommenced at Bad 
éwischenahn on 15 June. Six days later another of the Kommando's veterans, Oblt. Langer was killed 
when his Bf 108 crashed in fog. 

On 18 July, Efprobungskommande 262, which was. continuing to work up at Lechfeld, suffered a 
severe bDiow when Aptm. Thierfelder was killed. He had apoarently taken off in the Me 262 S6 to engage 
a jormation of US bombers near Landsberg, Lech but failed to return. It is possible that he was shot 
down by P-515. but the more likely cause of his loss was a teconical failure. Thierfelcer did 
manage to bale out, but he was too low for his parachute to apen, 

seven days later Lit, Alfred ‘Bubi’ Schreiber, flying an Me 262 coded ‘White 4’, claimed 
the destruction of a Mosquito over Bavaria. This was possibly an aircraft of 544 Squadron 
which, uUnbeknown to Schreiber, managed to return to its base in Italy. On 30 July, 
rir. Herbert Kaiser baled out from a Me 262 due to an engine firé near Biberbach, but he 
escaped unhurt. Three days later the Kammandso claimed its second victory, a 
reconnaissance Spitfire, also destroyed by Lt. Schreiber. 

Thierfelder's place as commander of the Kommando was taken by Hptm. Horst Geyer on 
5 August and other key persannel included Obi. Ginther Wegmann as Adjutant: Hptm. Heinrich 
Richter as Major beim Stab and Oblt. Georg Wiing as Technical Officer. On & August Lt. Joachim 
Weber claimed the unit's second Mosquito, an aircraft from the US 802nd Reconnaissance 
Group, over the Ammersee, south-west of Munchen. Seven days later a Mosquito piloted by 
Capt. Saloman Pienaar of 60 Scuadron. South African Air Force, was intercepted by a Me 262 
aS it attempted to photograph Leipheim airfield but escaped. Gn the same day, Av. Helmut 
Lennatz and Ofw Kreutzbere intercepted a one B-17 near Stuttgart, the former pilot blowing off its port 
wing with his 30 mm cannon. Three days later another Mosquito of 544 Squadron was intercepted by an 
Me 262 over Geibelstadt but escaped without damage. 
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On 15 August between 120 and 140 USAAF bombers 
agen attacked Bad Zwischenahn, But although the runway 
and airfield buildings were damaged, no aircraft were lost. 
Flight operations recommenced on 23 August, But resulted 
in the death of Fw. Richard Lukas (flying the B V28 Ci+01) 
in a landing accident. Early in Seotember, Galland visited 
Emrobungskonmande 16 and informed Thaler that the unit 
was to be disbanded. The Kammandofunrer protested, 
saying that the unit had still to finish developing combat 
procedures for the Me 163 6B and would be needed to 
introduce the improved Me 163 C. The order was then 
rescinded, but in October 1944 the unit transferred to 


Brandis near Leipzig. ao ie 





Meanwhile, on 18 August, the 8 Staffel of 4G 26 moved to Rechlin-Larz to form the first 
Einsaizkommando for operations against Allied reconnaissance aircraft. The unit's pilots were Opt. Muller, 
Lt. Weber and Aw Lennartz with Lt. Preusker as fighter controller. Six days later, Ofw, Helmut Baudach of 
Emrobungskommande 262 claimed an F-5 Lightning reconnaissance aircraft, and on the 26th Lt. Schreiber 
shot down a Mosquito of 60 Squadron and Ofw. Recker a Spittire, possibly from 683. squadron. 

At the end of August 1944 a decument was issued by Galland’s office detailing the proposed fighter 
development programme tor the Me 262. Three Einsattiommancos were to be established at Lechfeld, 
Rechlin-Larz and Erfurt-Bindersleben, each being bed by an officer with the powers of a Staffelxapitan. 
They were to iron out technical problems, develop tactical procedures and evolve a training programme 
for the Me 262 fighter which could be used singly or on Aotte, Schwarm, Staffel or Gruppe operations. 
Al the same time lil. /2G 26, comprising the Stabskompanie and the 6. and 9. Staffeln, was to continue 
training at the Messerschrritt airfields at Leipheim, Schwabisch Hal) and Lechfeld. 

On 5 September, Lt. Schreiber from Erprobungskommando 262 shot down an American Spitfire x! 
flown by Lt. Robert Hilborn of the 7th Phote Recon Group, his 30 mm cannon ‘shredding’ the American 
aircraft. Next day Ofw Gobel intercepted an RAF Mosquito from 540 Squadron which he claimed 
destroyed. On 11 September the US Eignth Air Force reported its tirst engagement with jet fighters. 
One of its formations was attacked near Leipzig, but this was almost certainly oy a Me 163 from 
JG 400 based at Brandis, A P-51. Mustang fighter piloted by Lt. Willlam A. Jones of the US 339th 
Fighter Group was, however, shot down by Chw. Helmut Baudach of Erprobungskommandoe 262. On 14 
and 18 September Lt. Joacniim Weber claimed a Mosquitos (his second and third jet victories), probably 
aircraft from 540 and 544 Squadrons respectively, 

On 23 September Erprobungskommanda 262 declared a strength of 12 aircraft and 17 crews. 
Four days later, in what appears to have been a mainly paper transaction, the unit was redesignated 
10./EJG 2. Horst Geyer, the commander of the unit, remembered nothing of this redesignation, and even 
Luftwaffe records seem confused. On 14 October a pilot from the unit. Gf. Ench Haftke, was killed ina 
crash at Hochstadt/Donau, Differert sources give his unit as Erprobungskoownande 262 and 10./EJG 2 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V21 (W.Nr. 163 100 30) of Erprobungskommando 16 

at Peenemunde-West, June 1943 

The early B-series Me 1636 had a pale blue (RLM 76) finish overall with black Stammkennzeichen. This aircraft, the 
V21, made its first ‘sharp start’ (powered) take-off on 24 June 1943 with Rudi Opitz at the controls. It was damaged 
na USAAF bombing raid on Bad Zwischenahn on 30 May 1944. 
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LePT Aserics of sketches and rhveves were produced to celebrite the 
stood anniversary Of Erprobungskommando 16. Thies page shows the 
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Which had been painted red overall 


Messerschmitt Me 163 B V41 (W.Nr. 163 100 50) of 
Erprobungskommando 16 at Bad Zwischenahn, 14 May 1944 

Prior to the Me 1623's first operational flight the ground crew painted the aircraft red 
overall, perhaps in memory of the famous ‘Red Baron’, Manfred von Richthofen. 
Wolfgang Spate flew a sortie against a USAAF formation in this aircraft on 14 May 
1544, but without success. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. 170071) of Erprobungskommando 262, Lechfeld, August 1944 
One of the first operational Me 262s, this aircraft was painted in dark grey and medium grey (RLM 74 and 75) 
uppersurfaces with pale blue (RLM 76) beneath. It was delivered to Erprobungskommando 262 on 1 August 1944, 
but a report issued by the Obb, Forschungsanstalt Oberammergau on 13 October noted that it had deformed wing 
surfaces. After repair it was transferred to IM./EJG 2 and flown by Major Erich Hohagen on 15 November. 

In May 1945 it was discovered abandoned on an autobahn near Lechfeld by US forces. 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V45 (W.Nr. 163 100 54) of Erprobungskommando 16 at 

Bad Zwischenahn, July 1944 

This aircraft has dark brownish green and mid-green [RLM 81 and 82) camouflaged uppersurfaces with 
pale blue vertical tail surfaces mottled in the same colours. The black four-letter Stammkennzeichen had 
been replaced by an operational code, ‘C1’, in black followed to the right of the fuselage Balkenkreuz by 


the white number ‘05°. 
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Combat April-November 1944 


‘The first fighter operations should provide the experience necessary to overcome the 
shortcomings and mistakes in any new design. The pilots must therefore be trained to 
recognise the real shortcomings. Failing completely to appreciate this state of affairs, 
Major Nowotny has selected the following point. among others, which he considers 
important. He feels that the electric starter handle, which is located at present on the 
starboard side console, should be replaced by a button on the instrument panel. The starter 
is only used once for each engine before a flight. It is totally unimportant whether it is 
installed on the right or at the front.’ 
Fritz Wendel, Messerschmitt test pilot. 
reporting on the activites of Kammando Nowotny 


s the Me 163 and Me 262 began to prove their ability, two fighter units were set up to exploit this 
Ba cctenties The first, equipped with the Me 163, was designated 20./)G 1 and established at 
Wittmundhafen early in February 1944. Its pilots and ground crews underwent training with 
crorobungshommandaio, By the end of the month its pilots had made &6 fights in the Me 163 4 and 
82 in the B, including a ‘sharp start by the Staffel Kamtan, Apt. Robert Glejnik, On 1 March the unit 
was redesipnated 1_/IG 400, receiving Its first ten pilots 
by the th, with three others a litthe later, The first 
operational Me 163 B was deélvered by Opitz on 10 
March and by the 20th a total of six aircraft had arrived, 

On & April a 2. Staffel was officially added to the 
fledging Geschwader, and was based at Oranienburg in 
North Germany before transferring to Venlo in the 
Nethendands at the end of July. At this time the unit had 
12 pilots. Meanwhile, on 21 April, Olejnik crashed after 
his engine lost power on take off. He suffered head 
Injures and crushed vertebrae. His place was temporarily 
taken by Obff Otto Bohner who had previously led 
2./JG 400, acting command of this Steffel passing to 
[t, Heinz Schubert. Bohner himself was injured when his 
Me 163 6 V5 made a heavy landing on 28 May which forced Olejnik te return, still in plaster. By this 
ime severel additional aircraft had been recenved from the Klemm tactory at Boblingen, 

Around LO July 1944, 1.,/JG 400 began transferring to Brandis near Leipzig with the task. of 
protecting the vital oil distillation plant at Leuna west of the city. All the unit's Me L63s were air towed 
by Bf 110s to the new base. At about the same time a training and replacement Staffel (Ere. “JG 400) 
was established under Obit, Franz Medicus from crews provided by Erprobungskommando 16. It soon 
joined the operational squadron at Brandis. 

The first operational sortie flown by 1./3G 400 took place on 19 July when Uffz, Kurt Schiebeler, 
flying the Me 163 B V50, PK+QU, attempted to intercept a P-38 but without success. Eight days later 
a Me 163 was reported by an RAF formation for the first 
time. Next day an American bomber formation spotted 
an Me 163 near Leipvig and on the 29th the destruction 
of the first Koamet was claimed by a P-38 of the 479th 
Fighter Group, but there are no corroborating records of 
this in German files, 

1L/JG 400's first successful operation came on 
16 August when ‘ve [de 163s took off to irterceot a 
formation of B-17s. Two pilots, Fu: Siegined Schubert and 
Lt. Hartmut Ryll both claimed the destruction of a bomber, 
but Ryll was later shot down and killed by two P-515 and 
Fw. Herbert Straznichy baled out from his Me 163 6 after 
it was shot up by American gunners. Perhaps JG 400's 
most successful operation was flown on 24 August when 
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eight Me 163s (4W 54 061) took off to attack another American bomber formation. This time three 
bombers were shot down, one by Lt Hans Bott, one by Aw Straznicky and another by Ax Schubert. 

Previously, on 19 August, an order was issued for the expansion of JG 400. A Gruppe Stab was to 
be formed at Brandis and placed under the command of the veteran HKomet pilot, Major Spate. 
A 3. Staffel was established at Stargard under Obit, Franz Rosle and the formation of 4., 5, and 
6./JG 400 planned. On 3 September, with Allied forces threatening its base at Venlo, 2./G 400 moved 
to Brandis, three days being taken to ground-tow the disassembied aircraft to its new base. 

On 9 September, Lt. Fritz Kelb was forced to bale out from his Me 163 after it caught fire on 
take-off and four days later Ob/t, Rosle suffered severe facial injuries after the engine of his Komet 
Cul as It left the ground (J-W 5-4 062 & 53). These were not the only problems that were besetting 
the unit, however. In August one of the main factories producing C-Stoff in Kiel was destroyed ina 
bombing raid and the arrival of other supplies of rocket fuel were often delayed due to Allied raids 
on the transport system. 

4s more problems began to affect JG 400, moves were made to establish the first Me 262 jet 
fighter unit. On 26 August Adolf Galland ordered the various Einsatzhonmwmando, together with 
élements of the Stabskompanie and the signals platoon of Ill./ZG 26, plus part of 
Erprobungskommandoe 262, to form a new operational Gruppe under the command of Major Walter 
Nowotny, a JG 54 pilot who had just claimed his 255th victory on the Eastern Front. The new Gruppe, 
known as Kemmando Nowotny, was to have three Staffeln, the first formed from 9./2G 26, the 
second from 8./2G 26 and the third newly formed. 

The Kommandoa received orders on 27 September to transfer to Achmer and Hesepe near 
Osnabruck for operations against Allied bomber formations. By this time the unit had about 30 
Me 2625 divided between its three Staffein. It actually arrived at its new bases on 3 and 4 October, 
but on the latter day the engine of Hptm. Alfred Teumer’s aircraft flamed out as he attempted to land 
at Hesepe and he was killed in the resulting crash and fire. His place as commander of 2./Kommando 
Nowetny was taken by Lt, Franz Schall. 

The first operational sortie was flown on 7 October when the Kommando intercepted USAAF bomber 
formations attacking targets in the Magdeburg area. Lt. Schall and Pw. Heinz Lennartz of the 2. Staffel 
took off from Hesepe and each destroyed a B24, but the 1.Staffel was not so lucky. As Obit. Bley, 
Lt. Gerhard Kobert and Offr. Heinz Russel began their take-off runs from Achmer they were attacked by 
P-51 pilot, Lt. Urban L. Drew of the 361st Fighter Group. Russel escaped unhurt, but Kobert's aircraft 
exploded in a Dall of flame, and Bley managed to bale out at low-altitude. In an attempt to prevent a 
repeat of this disaster, IN. /JG 54, which had just r-equipped with the Fw 190 D9, was transferred to 
nearby Oldenburg to provide air cover for the Kommando during take-offs and landings. 

L/lG 400's Me 1635 were also engaged on the 7th. As they 
scrambled against the USAAF formation, Fw. Schubert's aircraft =. 7 
caught fire. somersaulted and exploded. Liffz. Kurt Schiebeler and <— 
Fu. Rudolf Zimmermann both shot down B-17s, but on landing, Liffz. 
Manfred Eisenmann was killed and Fw. Friedrich Husser injured, 

On 10 October, Bley of Nowotny’s Kommando claimed a P-51, but 
two days later he was forced to make a crash landing at Steenwyk, his 
Me 262 suffering light damage. After claiming the destruction of 
another P-51, Av Lennart? of 1./Kdo Nowotny was also compelled to 
make an emergency landing near Brarnel. On the 13th, Obering. 
Luthner’s aircratt crashed on take-off from Achmer and was destroyed 
and Ofir. Heing Russell's Me 262 was heavily damaged as it 
attempted to make an emergency landing at Hesepe. Operations by the Kommando were not proving very 
successful, no less than ten aircraft being destroyed or damaged between 4 and 13 October. In an attempt 
to discover the reason, Messerschmitt dispatched a technical field team (Technische AuBendienst) under 
test pilot Fritz Wendel to Achmer. His investigations resulted in the issuing of a damning report in late 
October in which he criticised the lack of training and Nowotny's somewhat reckless attitude: 

‘Instruction on the Me 262 is particularly bad with the Kommando. The importance given to the 
technical side may be illustrated by the fact that the Gruppe Technical Officer at Achmer, Hptm. Streicher, 
is not a technician, The Staffel Technical Officer at Hesepe, the 19-year-old Off, Russel, is also a complete 
layman, who has himself recently destroyed two aircraft as a result of carelessness and inadequate 
training. ... Major Nowotny is a successful Eastern Front pilot, but is unfamiliar with the present situation 
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took off to intercept. Schall claimed two P-51s, but they were in fact both P-47s from the 
356th Fighter Group. Shortly afterwards Schall's engines flamed out and he was caught 
and chased by a Mustang piloted by Lt. James W. Kenny of the 357th Fignter Group. The 
American raked the Me 262 with machine-gun fire giving Schall just enough time to bale 
out before it exploded in a ball of flame. 

Nowotny was nol so lucky. After shooting down a B24 and a P-51, he was chased by 
a large number of Mustangs but after out-distancing them, he disappeared into cloud cover 
at 2,000 metres (6,500 ft). He then turned through 180 degrees which brought him 
towards a P-S1 piloted by Lt. Richard W. Stevens of the 364th Fighter Group. Stevens 


in the West and, at 23, is nol the superior ieader personality necessary to guarantee the 
success of this wal operation... 

Bad weather then prevented further operations by Nowotny's unit until 28 October when 
it attempted to intercept an Arnerican raid on Hamm. Two pilots, Lt. Schall and Lt. Alfred 
schreiber, each clairned victories but Ob. Bley was killed when his aircraft struck a flock 
of birds on take-off from Achmer. His place as commander of 1_.Kdo Nowotny was taken by 
Obft. Weber. Next day, Schreiber claimed an F-5 Lightning and later he rammed a Spitfire 
near Nordhorn. Fw. Buttner and Of. Gobel of Kommando Nowolny engaged a flight of 
P-4dis, gach claiming one destroyed. 

During October 1944, in spite of Hitler's controversial edict that all Me 262s should be 
produced as bombers, a total of 52 fighters had been delivered, all except one going to 
Kommande Nowotny, 

On 1 November, four Me 262s attacked a group of P-51 Mustangs fram the US 20th 
and S52nd Fighter Groups. Near Zwolle, Offre. Willi Banznaff of the 3_Staffel shot down a 
P61 from the former Group but, as he continued his dive through the American formation, 
his Me 262 was attacked by a P-51 and a P-47. He baled out and escaped without injury. 
Next day the Honmando claimed three victories, a P-51 and a P-47 by Fw Erich Bittner and 
a P-4y by Of Helmut Baudach. On the debit side Life. Alois Zoliner was killed when an 
engine of his Me 262 failed on take-off fram Achmer, but Ofw Hubert Gobel escaped when 
his aircratt was damaged in a taxying accident. 

IG 400's next significant, and disastrous, action came on 2 November during a US 
raid on the Merseburg-Leuna oil plant. Ofw Jacob Bollenrath and Ofw Straznicky of 
1./JG 400 and Lt. Gunter Andreas of 2./)G 400 were all shot down by the fighter escort. In 
addition the engine of Ofw. Horst Rolh’s Me 162 cut on take-off. He baled out too low and, 
like Bollenrath and Strarmnicky, was killed, 

Three Me 2625 were |ost on 4 November. Ofv. Gobel shot down a P-S1 of the 356th 
Fehter Group near the Dummer Lake, but his Me 262 was destroyed when he attempted to 
make an emergency landing at Bohmte. Ofhr Banzhaff was reported missing near Lineburg 
and Ofw. Helmut Zander's aircraft was totally destroyed when he attempted a single-engined 
landing at Hesepe. Astanishingly, he was flung from the aircraft-and survived unhurt. 

On 6 November 1944, four more Me 262s from the Kommando were damaged, three of 
them in emergency landings all caused by running out of fuel. Li. Spangenburg crashed near 
Lahnwerder, Ofw Kreutzer near Anihorn and Of Heinz Lennart? near Bremen. Each pilot 
escaped unhurt. According to American sources however, Spangenburg was shot down by 
Capt, Charles E. ‘Chuck’ Yeager’s P-51. It is also possible that Lennart?’s machine was shot 
dawn by Lt. William J. Quinn in the Bassum area south of Bremen. The fourth Me 262, piloted 
by Of Baucach, was damaged in a taxying accident at Hesepe. The only success achieved 
by the unit on this day was when Lt. Franz Schall destroyed a P-47. 

Next day Generals Kefler and Galland arnved to inspect the Kammando, the latter alread 
disappointed by the poor showing of tie unit. During the late morning of the Exghth the two 
senior officers were present as the unit scrambled to interceot an American bomber 
formation, Two aircraft, piloted by Major Nowotny and Obit. Wegmann were ta 
take off from Achmer and two, flawn by Lt. Schall and Fw Buttner, trom Hesepe., 
The engines of Nowotny's “White &' refused to start, and Buttner's aircraft blew 
a tyre on take-off, causing slight damage, but Wegmann and Schall engaged the 
enemy, claiming 4 P-51 and P-4/ respectively. 

AS the bombers returned during the early afternoon, Nowotny and Schall 
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Managed to get behind the Me 262 and give it a twosecond 
burst from 450 metres (500 yards), After the jet began to 
Slow, he gave it another two-second burst and then followed 
It over an airfield finng all the time. Suddenly Nowotny’s 
aircraft went into a steep, left hand turn and disappeared 
into the overcast. Horrified listeners on the ground heard 
Nowotny report over the radio: “Just made The third Aill.. heal 
fet has failed... been attacked again... been hit...” and then 
his Me 262 crashed in flames north of Bramsche before he 
could bale out. 

The loss of Nowotny sounded the death knell of the 
Hommande, Although tt had claimed 18 confirmed victories, it 
had lost a total of 26 Me 262s destroyed or damaged. Shortly afterwards it was transferred back to 
Lechfeld for retraining, Haim, Georg-Peter Eder being appointed temporary commander before the arrival 
of Major Erich Hohagen. 

Wendel submitted another critical report: “The Aoammando was withdrawn for a refresher course 
at Lechfeld after four crashes on & November. This was ordered by General Galland who had been with 
the uniton / and & November. | have already stressed weaknesses and faults in the leadership and 
traning of this Kommando in my last report. The pilots are only partly “fighter trained" and go into 
action after only two flights in the 6-262 *. In this respect, they have never altered, and it was only after 
Major Nowotny was killed following an air battle with a large number of Mustangs. that General Galland 
gave the order for their ‘removal’. The Kommando should be back to full strength in & to 10 days.” 

Just previously, at an armaments conference held early in November, Hither had finally given 
permission to befin series production of the Me 262 as a2 fignter but with the stipulation that each 
aircrart “,,.must 0@ capable of carrying at least one 250 ke (550 |b) bomb in case of emergency”. This 
encouraged the formation of the first jet fighter Geschwader under the designation JG 7. 

The original first two Gruppen of JG 7 had been established as early as August 1944 from 
remnants of the old bomber Geschwader, KG 1 ‘Hindenburg’. This unit, which had been operating the 
He 17/7 on the Eastern Front, was withdrawn to Konigsberg to be re-equipped with the Bf 109 G14. 
This plan was eventually abandoned, but in November the remnants of Konmmande Nowotny under 
Major Hohagen became J1./JG 7 and the formation of two additional Me 262 Gruppen planned, The 
first of these, 1L./JG /, was formed on 27 November from II. /JG 3 under Major Theo Weissenber¢er. 

On 1 Nevember two specialised Gruppen were formed to consolidate jet fighter training. The first af 
MW. /EIG 2 which was formed 
Erorobungskommande 262. lt was equipped with the Me 262 and 
was 6xpanded into three Staffeln, 9.. 10. and 11. At the same time 
the Erganzungsstarfel of JG 400, which had moved to Udettfeld on 
15 October, was redesignated 13./EJG 2 and two further Staffein 
(14. and 15./Jo 400) established at Sprottau. Now known as 
V.EJG 2, the Gruppe was equipped with Me 163s, 

The first loss suffered by these units came on 16 November 
when Obi, Werner Glomnb, Aapitana of 11./EJG 2? was killed when 
his Me 262 4-2a crashed near Unterschlaversbach, On the same 
Gate Allied intelligence reported that the Gruppe had a strength of 
16 aircraft and 12 crews with 69 pupils. Limited combat missions 
were flown by IIL ’EIG 2. On 26 November three pilots from the 
unit, Major Rudi Sinner, Lt. Fritz R. Muller and Of Hermann Buchner, took off to intercept Allied 
reconnaissance aircraft over Bavaria. Both Sinner and Buchner shot dawn an Amencan F-5 Lightning, 
while Muller badly damaged a Mosquito from the South African Air Force. On the debit side, Lt, Schreiber, 
who had claimed Ersrobungskommando 262's first victory was killed in an accident at Lechfeld. 

Meanwhile, on 1? November, JG 400 had been expanded with the addition of a Il. Gruppe. The 
o. 2nd 6. Staffein were established by the renaming of 3. and 4./JG 400, while a ll. Gruppe Stab and 
JG 400 were newly formed. The Gruppe was then transferred to Stargard with a new 3. and later 
4./3G 400 established at Brandis to bring the |. Gruppe back to full strength. 


these was from Geyer's 




















1 The prefix “8 denotes ALM aircraft designations 
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ABOVE: Four Me loa Ba af | its at photographed at 

Brandis macat Leiprig hemvcenm 2) August and 9 scpiember ee Bs 
fhe two aircraft in the foreground, which are sull covered with 
a tanpauins Dis PRO Wect When [ream a heavy MIE Are 
being scadied for combat 


AMCAT: The Me 164 BWS4 (8 Nr 103 100 62) White 9 was 
Nown by Dit. Kurt Schiebeler of 1G G00 during the evening 
of 4 Angus: 14-4. Below the Hikenkrewe on the tad can be seen 
the lewend Ws4 % painted in black. he significance ot the 
letter “X) is unknown 





Messerschmitt Me 163 B V53 (W.Nr. 163 100 62) of 1./JG 400 at Brandis, August 1944 
This aircraft, flown by Uffz. Kurt Schiebeler, was unusual in having the fuselage sides and vertical tail surfaces 
mottled in grey rather than the more usual dark preens. 
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Heil: A special 
hydric lh ape rated 
UNC Was chevaclopace fir 
lift the Wee 14 back 
tee aks takeael cleally 
IncT nding. nowt as 
fie échench Schicpper, 
he device was finned 
with caterpillar tracks 
rT Te On passa 


PaaS. 





Messerschmitt Me 163 B-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./)G 400 at Brandis, February 1945 
Unlike the previous colour illustrations of the Me 163 included in this volume, this aircraft has plain greenish brown 
(RLM 81) and medium green (RLM 82) uppersurfaces with no mottling. The undersides are in pale blue (RLM 76). 


FRET The Ve 164 BWhite 14) was 
Hown by Lt Hiains-Luchwip Loesch 
1G 400 at Brandis dumning February 
1945. Loscher had begun conversion 
training te the Komet with 14./EItr 2 


helore trinsfemnred te [ts ait 





320 @ Jet Fighters and Rocket interceptors 





Le tonne ones 
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Teult Me los fh cot 
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tai strip price tis take- 
cf, Shortly after tha 
hee ppliente Herp a hed 
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Arie “This 
photogranty, cf thie 
clive Me 164 as the 
one abowe, shows tae 
dhevastition causes 
when its necket Crete 
ex olor! with a full 
fipcl ail op bean 
Litth: remained of the 
pilot cr hit aincrmah 


AAA: The recket ongeine ol 


an Me 16a BA Velloow 1d Ne 1904 of 7 
Hed is tested at Sordlwoels airtiecd 
Under Lit. Reinhard Opite whoa reniined Kapitan until the end of the war. 
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TOA AND RECO 
EFT, Two 
rhotographs showing 
be 202 A-la, 
Pehite 1d’ 
Nr, 11076 of 
NLVENG 2 at Lechfeld 
ihe in-flight wet 
tows the aircraft j Lisl 
liter take-off and on 
il March Le. Kurt Bell 
it dawn a PSA with 
Hs machine, The 
Imoutlage wor 
larkings of WL/EIty 2's 
fe 2625 was Very 
ilar to that <d 
fprobunes— 
mimiuindc 202 





ABOVE ANID LEFT 
Although often mistaken 
for the same pinot this 
We 262 White 10 

Wee DTK | was a 
different aircraft as can he 
scen by the style olf 
numbers painted on the 
nase, The phatograph 
Hien On Lie gercnid shcras 
1n instructor standing: cn 
the wing while he talks the 
trainee pilot through the 
sirling proceoure. [he 
mechanic in fromt the 
engine 6 in the process of 
pulling (he starter cord 
handle of the petrol driven 
Kiede!l motor which in 
Duh Was teed to start the 


mirbine bhdes of the 


Jura Cg 


FO AR 


po 


AGT. This 

We 262 A-la was ual 
in December 1-44 al 
Leipbecim sand tesa 
Hoven at Memmingen 
shortly ufterwircds. For 
a shoot thie in Jaunuiry 
LoS owas fitted with 
pvlons for bom 
dropping trials. bart 
these were removed 
shortly alicrwards ar 
the aircraft were sent 
to TE er 2. Tt may 
have later born 
translerrce to Lf pta 7 an 
Raltenkirchen. 


sR 





Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. 110813) of I./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, January 1945 
This machine had dark green (possibly ALM 71) and medium grey (RLM 75) uppersurfaces with 
fuselage mottling in the same colours. After arriving at Lechfeld the code ‘Green 3° was applied 
and a green letter ‘5' painted on the tail indicating a Schulemaschine or training aircraft. 








LPT. Green 3° OW Ne. P1081 a) of 
Erprobuneskommndo 262 taxics past 
four other Me 2625, The sinc of 
Rommonde Nowotny would have 
cared very similar markings with white 
numbers on the fomvard fusekreecs and 
Wollow rear fusclige bands 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Kommando Nowotny at Achmer, October 1944 
Possibly operated by Kommando Nowotny, this Me 262 has its uppersurfaces painted in two dark greens with an 
unusual ‘spotted’ mottling on the vertical tail surfaces. Both this unit and Erprobungskommando 262's aircraft carried 


a narrow yellow band around the rear fuselage. 
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Kominanchs Ncwertiny. 

The forward section of 

the port engine 

combing of this aircraft 
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18 Still tn its matural 

metal finish, 
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ABOVE: Ground crews prepare “White 4° for an operational sortie. Easily wlentifiable in this photograph we the four 
S0 mim ALR TOUS gun ports and, on the underside of the fiselige, the shell epection chutes for these weapons. Many 
problems were experienced with the jamming of whis fin due tots hehtweight construction. It was particularh 


Vulnerable te this problem when executing tight turns because of the high G-farces encountered 


GAT OO hite 4° oF 
LOmnhando Sow 
rosuet to COWL lh Cava yl 


inllowing a sortie, It is 


interesting to mote that 





tightly moore problems i gh Ren 7 RS 
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revolutionary aircraft 
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BEOOW: Shports 
after production al 
the He bo 
OOmmenced ar 
Leinkel’s paren 
factories, sub 
contracting of the 
Aghiter becgear at 
lunkers’ Hernbure 
plant. This 
prhotogeipeh shes 
the fest Junkers 
bit iuncraft (Wve 
HOOT) following 
its ireitial Migeht on 
24 January £45. All 
funkers built 
aircraft hact serial 
Numbers dn the 


TE) aries 


The Volksjdger 


‘Pron the Deginntng I bed strongly opposed tbe Volesfager project. in contrast to toe creators 
of this idea, ay objections were based on factual reasons such as fisufficient performance, 


retpe, armament, poor visibility, and dubious air worthiness. Purthernore, J was coneiicesd 


(heat its aircraft comld not be Drowgbt into werthwhile operation before fhe end of the war 
The tennific eyponditure of fabour ond maternal teas bound to be al the expense of the Me 202. 
Toa aid, al resoerces cueht to fave been comeentrated an this well-tested fighter tn order 
feumdbe the best of fhe bosses reniining fo io. (five scattered our sfrengnh oie sere on 


foe fest Dbase of the wer then aff our efforts would Oe in pain” 


Adolf Gallind, General der fagdflicecr 


| he complexity of the Me 202, which required a fairly high level of skilled 
T labour for its manufacture, meant that production of the aircraft was 
relatively slow. By LO August 144. tor cxample, only 122 had been completed, By 
this time, Allied air superiority, the reduced training period for Laffreafe fighter 
pilots, and the poor reliability of the turbojet engines then available, meant that a 
long service life was not expected for jet aircraft. ft was calculated that an Me 262 
would be a total loss after five to ten combat missions. In addition, the Me 262 
required two turbojet engines, and coorespondingly more fuel, the supply of 
which was growing extremely scirce due to Germanys rapidly deteriorating 
Mili Position. 

Thus, the concept of a single-cngined turbojet propelled fighter of about halt 
the: size and weight of the Me 262, but with @ similar performance, becume 
increwsingly aileictive, 

On 10) September, GOs Siegfried Roemever of the RLM placed a 
specification for a balesjdger (Poople’s Tighter) a cheaply produced, lightweight 
fighter powered by a singh BMW 004 A turbojet. The requirement called for a 
maximum speed of 750 km/h (470 mph) at sea level. a takeotf distance of not 
more than 400 metres (1.000 6, the ability to operncte from poor airfields, and an 
endurance of at least 30 minutes at sea level at [0 per cent thrust. The proposed 
fighter was to have an armament of bwo 40mm MK LOS or hwo 20 mim MG 1510/20 
cannon. As fir as practical, wood and steel were to be employed in the fighter's 
construction, Perhaps the most demancing snpulaton wits that the competing 
proposals should be ready for examination by the Fighter Aircraft Development 
Group of the RLM within five cays! 

As carly as July 144, Heinkel bad initiated aw series of stunies, uncer thie 
desinmution POTS. tora high-performance jet fighter with swept wings powered 
by twin turbojets. In August, Heinkel were advised by the RLM that a single- 
engined configuration was essential on account of the saving in production effort 
and a probable shortage of power plants. As the entire Jume 4 proxluction 
Output was reserved for the Me 262 and Ar 234 6, the only other turbojet readily 
available for installation in any oew fighter was the BMW Od, 

Following Knemeyers request, Heinkel poochieced a derivative of the PIO? 
powered by a single dorsalh-meunted BMW O03. This proposal, (he POT 4-18, was. a 
scaled-down version of the earier project to accommodate the smeller and less 
powerful EAMAW turbiyer, combined with in unswept wing and twin fins and modders. 

Although a Blohm wund 
initially preferred, 
Kocmevyer formally announced the 


Voss 


prreapat mal Was 





1008: Poor to the Second Woerk! War, 
Seelhricd! Kocher woes a eilbed civilian test 
Pilot and insinector wiht was pret respected 
for his work on instrument flying. In 1939 he 
joined the lacttrwile as a Flicwer (aircrafts) 
andl served COUPON gL the Polish CAM aa 
poral palot to Genenuloberst von Erauchitech 
Hie Caine of the Gena Ano. in Jamuary 14d 
he jeined Theodor Reraehl’s clandestine 
reconnaissance wnil, (he Auth Grouneserupps: 
Chi... and flew a varecty of advancecl high 
altitude aircraft, tin April 1944 he was appodied 
Technical Officer to General Licerich Pel 
when he was acting as Anpredlstilrer England, 
and Gece clectrienbcs advisor on Goting’s 
peroanal stall in july. This ive him the 
oppittuniiy $0 persuade the Reichsmarschal to 
Bie increased priority to the Me 262: In 
Noveroer ([Sa4 har was promoted tr 
(ersthoutiant, beoornim Chef OLAC-E (Chie of 
Deeclopment) under the 
Grnenuluifizcugmenter, Erhard Milch. With the 
break up of lis depaurineent in August 194-1, he 
bhecume the Chet TLA/FLE (Head of Airerat 
Development with the Chict of Technical Aig 
Armamont} and was hirpely sespoansible for the 
devekopiment of the He 142 Volkspiger 


Heinke! project as the winner of the batiesfiger competition on 
40 September. For reasons of prestige, Heinkel had requested the 
‘He 300%, but in Csctober the RLM allocated the 
defunce type number 162 te the aircraft, 


Uesienation 


Despite considerable criticism from beading personalities 
within the Germain aircratt imcustry and the frefftieffe, the 
bafevedger progrimme was rushed through. Goring himself 
infected with the idea, commenting: “Jind nreds 
Thousands! Clonipteen thousands! Oni the enenry bas been 
Chased face Gepormd the Gonders af Genny. 

At the end of September 144, the provisional He 162 
meck-wp was cleared by the RLM and the Armaments Ministry 


became 








ABOVE: The He 162 V7 make its first Might on 6 December 1944 piled by 
Alugkapicin Gatthokt Peter. Dhis fight was successful, but a second Mown four 
(ys liter btore high-ranking officals, ended in disaster when the port wing 
Gsintegrated and the aircraft crashed, killing the pilot The event was captured 
on fil 


HEDOAR: Thies rear 
view of an He 162 
gives an excelbent 
imprecssicnt af tie 
father wrvusual 
design of the 
aircratt. The singh 
A ke CLD Us 
thrust BAT O14 
turbot Was. 
monte ahowe tha 
fiselige exhuusting 
berween the twin 
fins and rinddkers. 
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then gave orders for the mis production of the aircraft to commence without waiting for the result of 
flight trials, Preparations for the start of series manufacture began on | October with prototype drawings 
being issued to the experimental workshops at Vienna-Heidfeld on 15 October On 5 November the 
production drawings, which amounted to approximately 1,000), were completed, and series production of 
He 162 components commenced. The pratotvpe He 162 V1 was completed on 1 December and flew five 
thrys later, a mere 73 days after the authorization of the Velésfdger programme. This feat was only exceeded 
by the Miles M.20, a much simpler fighter, which was Nown 65 davs after it was ordered, 

The He 162 V1 was flown by Alagkapitiéa Gotthold Peter, Heinkel’s Chief Test Pilot, who reported 
that the engine ran “beautifully, but that there was a tendency for the aircraft to turn to port. Pour days 
tern 10 December the prototype was demonstrated before a large gathering of RLM officials. In order 
to impress the important personages assembled below, Peter amempted an unscheduled low-level, high- 
speed run over the airfield At an estimated speed of 735 km/h (460 mph) the leading edge of the starboard 
Wing nipped away, causing the aircraft to-go into a roll, which broke away the aileron and wing tip At this 
altitude, Peter was unable to bale out and the aircraft was destroyed. 

Subsequent investigation of the accident revealed that it had been caused by instability arqund the 
dircmitt’s literal axis combined with defective glue bonding of the wooden components, Despite this 
problem it was decided to let preparations for mass production proceed as planned. Political 





AAGIVE: 
Photographed in 
April 1445 shortly 
aller its capture by 
Ameran trices 
this comverted salt 
mine located at 
Eeer, mear Salzburg, 
wis sed for He 
162 production, At 
least 40 fusclapes 


cin be seen in 
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Cnr le ticaen, 
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ABOVE: Because 
of the somewhat 
tricky handling 


characicristics of 
the He 162, thes 
skh was mot 

LEC CMTE. 

This aire rah 

CON. 1) 
made a wheelsup 
landing following uw 
training Migght anc 
broke its hack 


considerations, combined with the consequences 
of cancellation, dectated that nothing should he 
dlowed to delay the Volesidiger programme on 
which so much had been staked. 

On 22 December the second prototype made 
its first fight and this time it proceeded without 
mishap. Eight further prototypes anda batch of 20) 
pre-production aircraft follaweed in rapid 
SUCCESSION, Many incorporating a host of 
modifications to rectif¥ the He 1162's inherent 
defects. Despite these changes, the aircraft still 
proved to be an unpredictable, and sometinies 
dangerous, aircon bo fly During the first three 
months of 1945 a further six prototypes and four 
pilots were lost during the course of development. 

By the end of the war, about 1350 Voflestager hacl been delivered, with around 100 more awaiting flight 
testing and delivery and a further S04) in varving stages of completion. In spite of all the frantic effort 
during the last months of the war, only one fagdeesciiwwader - 1G 1 — commenced conversion to the 
He 162, and this unit's re-cgquipment was never fully completed. 









ASOVE: At the enc of the war, the 
He 162 M20 (WN ZOOS) was 
discowerad by Anenican breogs at 
Munchen-Kiew. The lewencd "MWY 
painted on the nose in black inchicuted 
that this was the twentieth proto pe 
‘ME (Muster, or model numbers were 
Ue bo identity He 162 prototypes 
rather than the better known ‘" 
(Wersuchs, or experimental numbers 
This aincratt wis bault ac Heinkel's 
Hinterbruhl paint near Vienna 


LEFF: The He 162 M235 CW Nr. 
AO) carreed the call sign VI+EP 
pamted in black over the aircraft's 
averall primer finish. This aincraft was 
fitted with redesigned) wingroot fillets 
in an attempt to improve the 

He 12's low-speed fMliekn 
characteristics, 
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Ayu BS AA of 

KG 44 takes off 
from 2 Resa 
aeticll with the abd 
Of Poke kis hare 
during 1942. The 
aircraft has the 
Uirat'S* Toetenkopt 
(Death's Heal) 
badge pated 
oelow tha cockpit 
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Combat Operations 





December 1944-February 1945 


“The first problem of conversion to the Me 262 was that of greater speed. The Me 262 cruised 
two to three times faster than the Ju 88 or He 111. Also we only had single-seat Me 262s 
available, no two-seaters. Pilots used to slower aircraft found that the Me 262 could run away 
with them and it was easy to get lost. Also the type had a much higher take-off speed than 
anything the bomber pilots had previously experienced. If they tried to lift the nose too early. 
before it had reached flying speed, it was easy to stall the aircraft on the runway.” 

Wajor Hans-Georg Betcher Geschwader Kommodore of KG!) 54, February 1945 


fter suffering disastrous losses in an attempted renewal 

Lof the bombing offensive on the Gritish ‘sles in the early 
months of 1944, the remaining pilots of General Dietrich 
Peltz's IX. Flegerkorps were withdrawn from operations. Peltz 
then suggested thal these men be retrained on the Me 262, 
His reason ng was that their navigational skills would render 
(hem invaluable in such a role. Géring immediately enthused 
over the idea despite the objections of many fighter leaders, 
especially Adolf Galland. 

The first of Peltz's units to transfer to fighter operations 
was AG Sa the Totenkao’ (Death's Head) Geschwader. From 
late August 19-444 Its remaining operational Gruppen, |. and 
AG 54, were withdrawn to Giebelstadt and Neuburg-am- 
Donau respectively to begin retraining on the jet fighter. 

On 1 October the Geschwader was given the new designation 
KG( J) 54, Owing to the slow production of the jet fighter, only one 
Me 262 was initially available to the Grugoe, the pilots being 
forced to make use of six Pw 190s to help conversion training. 
Conversion was further hindered by a bombing attack on 
Giebelstact on 3 October, and on the 14th the first aircraft loss 
was suffered when Ofw. Kurt Schwarz was killed flying a Fw 190 
A-B. By 20 October, KG) 54 had received ten more Fw 1390 F-Ss 
for training. On the same day the training Grupoe, IViErg) /KG 54, 


was redesignated Il AG) 54 but it was not urtil 9 December 


that it began instruction at Lechfeld on the Me 262. On the same 





AGROVE: Dietrich Pele was bom on 9 June 1914 al Gera in 
Thiringen and qualified as an engineer before poining the 
Daimler-Benz aero engine company in Studtpirt in 144, 

He began training with the Luftwalte in 1925 and flving training 
the following rear. (in 20 April P9YS0 he wis transferred to 

1 /St4 162, and at the beginning of the war he was a 
Staffclkapitin within 1 S000 7 He transterred to KG 77 during 
the Batile of Britain and commanded the [L. Gruppe from March 
L941 In August 1842 te established LRG of and then in served 
in Stall positions epoce being appointed Areriffstihirer Eruglane 
(Attack Leader England) with the rank of Generalmajor in 
October 1943. 0n 26 January 1945 he took ower DX. Fliegeckorps 
Cand was largely responsible for the conversion of several 
bomber units to fighter chutes 


Oay, Apter. Helmut Kornagel of 7./KG()) 54 reported making an attack on heavy bombers near Ingolstact, 
but he was driven off by the fighter esoort. Next day Obit Benno Weiss of 2./KGii 54 was killed when his 
Me 202 crashed at Fahrenbach/Baden following a high-altitude training flight. 

Galland appointed Oberst Johannes Steinhoff 


Kommodore of JG 7 on 1 December. Ill. Gruppe had now 
begun a period of intensive pilot training at Lechteld. Its 
missions included intercepting American bombers and 
Allied reconnaissance aircreft over Bavana. One such 
sortie took place on the 2nd when a Me 262 flown by 
Li. Weber shot up an F-5 surveillance aircraft north of 
Munchen before he was driven off by an escorting P-51. 
Weoer claimed the FS as his fifth jet victory. Next cay 
Of August Lubking of the same Gruppe claimed the 
gestruction of a B17, but on G December Ufre. Friedrich 
Renner of LOG 7 was killed when his aircraft crashed 
during a transfer flight near Osnaoruck, possibly shol down 
by Allied fighters. From this day bad weather closed in, 
preventing further training by Wh /JG 7 until 20 December, 





BEEOW: Lite. 
Helmut Detpens of 
11 hts 7, whierse 

he 202 

Wor, Se) 
overshot the 
runway at Juterbog 
during i Craig 
Mission on 

1 January 145 
Two weeks biter he 
was forced to hele 
out atter an Me fol 
CWO, 134) LA}, 
Red 14°. which he 
wis Ching wits shot 
down by P-S 1s 
near Loperw. 
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The next clash between Ill./JG 7 and Allied aircraft came on 23 December when P-5is from the 
353rd Fighter Group escorting two F-5s were bounced by Me 262s near Magdeburg, One F-5 was 
immediately shot down by Ofw, Erich Bittner. The jets and the P-51s then engaged in a méiée down to 
low-level. Buttner and Fw. Bockel each claimed a Mustang destroyed, but neither victory can be 
confined. Tempests of 486 Squadron RAF shot down the Me 262 piloted by Fw. Wilhelm Wilkenloh of 
1./JG 7, south of Augsburg. 

Bad weather continued to hamper operations by Luftwaffe and Allied air forces alike, but this did 
not prevent the formation of a Geschwader Stab/JG 400 on 27 December. This was placed under the 
leadership of Major Wolfgang Spate who had the task of co-ordinating operations by the two rocket 
fighter groups. Command of |./JG 400 passed to Hptm. Wilhelm Fulda. By the end of December this 
Gruppe reported 45 serviceable Me 163s, but virtually no contact was made with the Allies during the 
following month. 

On 29 December Fw. Erwin Eichhorn, a veteran jet pilot now serving with Ill. /JG 7, was killed ina 
landing accident at Lechfeld. Ofw. Buttner from the same unit shot down a Mosquito, possibly from 
544 Squadron RAF. |./KGiJ) 54 was also beginning to get involved in the action, four of its Me 262s 
attacking a US Eighth Air Force bomber formation in the Koblenz area on the 29th and intercepting 
another near Kassel next day. On the last day of the year Ill /JG 7 moved to its operational bases, 
9./JG 7 to Parchim, 10./IG 7 to Oranienburg and the Gruppe Stab and 11./JG f to Brandenburg-Briest. 

The Me 262 fighter units were not involved in Operation ‘Bodenplatte’, the major Luftwaffe attack on 
Allied airfields on New Year's Day, but 1945 began badly for IIl_/JG 7. Lt. Heinrich Lonnecker of 9./JG 7 
was shot down by a P-51 and two more of the unit's Me 2625 were damaged in training accidents. 

About this time a special Me 262 unit was formed with the idea of dropping bombs on enemy 
bombers. Designated Kommanda Stamp. it was led by Major Gerhard Stamp who had previously 
commanded |./JG 300. It had five other pilots: Ob/t. Georg Seip, Lt. Herbert Schluter, Ofw Hans Gross, 
Ofw. Eberhard Gzik and Fw. Sturm. Schiiter explains: “Six Me 262s were assigned fo the Kommando. 
Our mission was to try out a néw weapons system in frontline service. An attempt was to be made with 
newly-developed bombs and a special sight to scatter the tight formations of US bombers by means of 
explosions. This, it was hoped, would then make it easier to attack them by conventional means.” The 
unit was based at Rechlin-Larz but no operational sorties were ever flown. 

On & January USAAF Generals Carl Spaatz and Jimmy Doolittle warned that they would have to 
attack jet fighter production very soon if they were to prevent the appearance of: ‘...jets of such 
superior performance and such numbers as to challenge our aerial supremacy not only over Germany 
but all of Western Europe.’ They estimated that 10,000 tons of bombs could set 
Me 262 production back by three months. 

Although tl. JG 7 had been formed in November 1944 it was. not until early March 
1945 that it was able to operate in strength. January and February were marked by 
trial interceptions flown in small numbers. Typical of these was the interception of 650 
US Eighth Air Force bombers by a small number of Me 262s on 14 January. One of 
the jets was flown by Liff?. Helmut Detjens of 10_,/0G 7 who reported: 

At 12.32 hours | had taken off in ‘Red 13°, with a Aotte of Maple * aircraft 
fram Parchim to attack an Anglo-American fighter formation. Whilst climbing, at a 
height ef about 6,000 metres (19,000 ft) | suddenly noticed that the temperature 
in my aight engine Nad nsen considerably. | then saw that my aircraft nad lost 2 jot 
of fue! between the fuselage and the right engine near the landing flap. | switched 
off the fuel and then the right engine. After a few minutes | tred to restart it, But 
it produced dense smoke. | heard in my headphones that enemy aircraft were 
making a lowlevel attack on Parchim airfield. | called up the operations room of 
JG * and asked if | could land at Grandenburg-Bnest. However / was ordered to 
land at Neuruppin. in this area | found more enemy formations; about 1,000 
metres above and in front of me i saw three Mustangs on the left and four on the 
right coming towards me, | dived under them at an angie of 15 degrees in order to avoid their attack. 
Nevertheless | received hits in the left wing, engine, fuselage and cockpit, during which | was wounded 
by @ glancing shot and a splinter. | pulled my machine over to the right and baled out. The aircraft 
crashed in flames near Logow, not far from Neuruppin.- 


(2) ‘Maple’ and ‘Silber’ were code names for the Me 262, 
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Just afterwards, a second Me 262, piloted by Fw. Heinz Wurm of 9./JG 7, was chased down to 
ground level and also shot down. Next day, I./JG 7 suffered its first loss of the year when an Me 262 
piloted by uffz. Hans Werner suffered an engine fire near Kaltenkirchen. He died in the crash. On 
L? January Hptm. Eder claimed a B-17 shot down near Paderborn. 

On 19 January, Goring called a meeting of all fighter Kommodoren in Berlin, entreating them to 
speak freely about certain grievances they held. Their spokesman was the respected fighter ace. 
Obstit, Gunther Lutzow. He complained of the influence former bomber commanders such as Pelt? and 
Herrmann seemed to have, the misuse of the Me 262, Goring’s own slurs on the fighter pilots and the 
increasing humiliation and marginalisation of Galland. Goring listened with increasing fury, believing 
that Galland had instigated this so-called ‘mutiny’, Finally he shouted that this was a “mutiny without 
parallel in history” and threatened to have them all court martialled. Two days later he 
announced that Galland would be placed under house arrest and Lutzow banished to Italy 
where he would take up the relatively insignificant post of Jaf) Oberitalien. Another of the 
‘mutineers', Oberst Steinhoff, was also dismissed as Kommodore of JG 7 and replaced by 
Aptm. Theodore Weissenberger. Command of |./JG 7 then passed to Major Erich Rudorffer, 
an experienced ace with 212 kills to his credit, while Major Rudi Sinner took over the 
ll. Gruppe from Hohagen. 

Lit. Richard Frodl, who was appointed Technical Officer of |./JG 7 on 3 January, 
remembered: “/ reported to Steinhoff. but shortly afterwards his place was taken by 
Fptm. Werssenberger, Rudarffer being my direct superior. At this time we were based at 
Brandenburg-Griest, but we soon moved to Kaltenkirchen in Schleswig-Halstein where | took 
over as Geschweder 70. The Staftelkapitan at this time were Oblt. Hans Grunberg, 
(L/JG 7) Obit. Fritz Stehle (2./3G 7) and Obit. Hans-Peter Waldmann (3./G 7)", 

If Fritz Wendel of Messerschmitt's Technische Aussendienst had been critical of 
Nowotny s handling of jet fighter operations, he had the opposite opinion of the new leaders 
of JG 7: “Hptm. Weissenberger , in collaboration with the Kommandeur of the il, Gruppe, 
Viajor Sinner, made excellent preparations for operational deployment. Ground control was 
perfected. “Safe flying” training was initiated: i.e. the pilots were trained in the use of radio 
aios for navigational purposes using the aircraft's radio equipment. Finally, formation flying 


























ABOVE: Obtt. Hans-Peter 


in Gruppe strength was practised.” 

For his part, Rudi Sinner held a high opinion of the Me 262. “| was pleased and proud to 
be responsible for the testing and operational combat of 4 new, greatly promising and interesting 
weapon. With the advantages of increased speed and firepower rt was now possible to catch 
aenal targets — especially photovreconnaissance aircraft — which, due to their superior 
performance compared to our pistonm-engined fighters, could previously not have been taken on.” 

Wendel was not so complimentary about the training of |./AG(J) 54, however, reporting 
on an attempted formation take-off on 23 January: 

‘Sixteen aircraft were scheduled to take off at 10.00 hours but four could not taxi as 
the Riedel starter failed on the first, the tailplane trim could not be adjusted on the second, 
tailplane adjustment was not functional on the third, having worked loose due to engine 
Vibration, and a leak was discovered in a compressed air line in the fourth. As the remaining 
tweive fighters began their taxying run two more aircraft had to abort. The first aircraft had 
been foaded with full fuel tanks but no ammunition and the second had 4 pressure Pauge 
which was mot reading correctly Of the ten aircraft that actually took off, six suffered some 
kind of problem so that only four returned in a combat ready condition. * 


Dackel Waldmann was born on 


24 September 1922 in 
Braunschweig. He few his first 
mission on 4) August 19+? over 
Russia with t./li $2 and after 
serving with a fighter training 
school, trinsic to a.) 3 in 
Whi 44. He Became Kapitan 
of A/G 7 on 21 Sowember 
144, but was killed on 1 
March 1945 when his aircraft 
collided with that of his 
wingnnan. He had flown a total 
of S27 missions, chained | 34 
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and had been awarded the 


Ritterkineus with Oak Leaves, thie 
latter while serving with [ts 7 


Despite these problems, plans were being made for the future of the Me 262, but even these fell 


victim to the dispute between the bomber and fighter factions within the Luftwaffe. The former 
demanded the conversion of most of IX. Fllegerkorps" bomber units. KG(J) 6, AGiJ) 54 and KG(J) 55, 
to the Me 262. JG 400 would remain and eventually be re-equipped with the Me 263 (or Ju 248 as it 
was Known after the design was handed over to Junkers], while new units would be created to operate 
the He 162 and Ta 152. The fighter faction, on the other hand, asked for the immediate conversion of 
JG 300 and JG 301 to the Me 262, It was agreed that by June 1945, ten Me 262 fighter Gruppen would 
be operational: |, ll. and Wl. /JG 7, ill. /AGU) 6, 1, Il. and Ul. /“KG(J) 54 and either 1, IL. and IL. /KG(J) 55 
or|., ll. and U./JG 300, 


(3) Weissenberger was promoted to Major on 10 February 1945. 
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h./KGi) & under Hptm. Hans Baasner had received its 
First two Me 2625 In January L945, with a further six arriving 
towards the end of February. Priority was given to re-equipping 
the 7. Staffel under Obit, Henning Gulde based at Prag-Rusin, 
but it was not until the beginning of March that the first 
operational sorties were flown. 

By now, production of the He 162 was well under way, 
Initially it was proposed. on 9 January, to establish 
Erprobungskommande i162 to introduce the aircraft to 
operational service, The plan for the establishment of this unit 
was discarded on 21 January and replaced by a scheme to form 
a complete new Jagageschwader to be Known as JG 200, Dut 
this des gnation was almost immediately changed to JG SO. Part 
of this unit, the Stabsstaffel, was actually formed at Goslar, but 
shortly atterwards it was decided that the first He 162s would instead be delivered to JG 1! In anticipation 
of this, on & February, |./JG 1 handed over its Fw 190s to the Il. Gruppe, and transferred to Parchim. 

Meanwhile, while Luftwaffe leaders continued to argue, even Ill. JG 7 was still not fully operational. 
It nevertheless managed to lose five pilots and had 13 aircraft written off plus a further ten damaged by 
the end of January. On 2 February, the Chief of Operations Staff (Chef Fuhrungsstad) finally gave official 
permission for it to operate unhindered against enemy reconnaissance aircrah and fighters. The 
Funrungsstab also reported that the Gruppe had 17 serviceable Me 262s with a further ten on their way. 

Next day the US Eighth Air Force attacked a synthetic ol! plant and transportation targets at 
Magdeburg. Ul /JG * took off to intercept, Lt. Rudolf Rademacher claiming two B17s while 
Obit, Wegmann and Lt. Weber and Lf. Karl Schnorrer claimed one each. Hptm. Eder of 9./JG 7 may have 
shat down two P-4's and Uffz. Schoppler claimed a P-51. The Americans lost a total of 23 B-17s and 
seven P-Sis, the only claim against a jet being made by a Mustang of the 364th Fighter Group which 
damaged an Me 262 south of Gardelegen. 

On 9 February AG(J) 54 flew its first major operation when 18 Me 262s led by the Kommedore took 
off from Giebelstadt at 11.30 hours to intercept a group of US bombers near Fulda, The American crews 
‘aported that the inexperienced jet pilots seemed reluctant te attack, but eventually the flight leader 
engaged and shot down a 6-17 In flames. At that moment three P-51 Fighter Groups waded into attack, 
claiming six Me 262s destroyed. These included those flown by the Aomniedore, Obstit. Riedesel zu 
Eisenbach, the Gruppe Adjutant, @Gblt Walter Draht, the Gruppe f0, Obit. Gunther Kahler, the 
Kommnandeurof l./KGU) 54 and Major Ottried Sehrt. The first three pilots were killed, but Sehrt received 
@ bullet through his shin, Oaled out and returned to the unit a wees later. 

Near Berlin, Me 262s from Ill./JG 7 attacked a formation of B-17s, Lt. Rademacher claiming two 
and Hptm. Eder and Obit. Wegmann one each. Lt. Schnérrer claimed a P-51, 

Next day the Luftwaffe High Command ordered the new General der Jagdfieger, 
Oberst Gordon Gollob to form IL/iG 7 fram IWo7IG S4 and equip it with the Me 262. 
While 13., 14. and 15./)G 54 were to become 5.. 5. and 7./JG 7. 16./JG 54 was to 
be faced at the disposal of Galland (who had been released from house arrest) for the 
establishment of his own Me 262 fighter Staffel to be known as JV 44, Also on tha 
10th, 1./JG 400 lost its first pilot for some weeks when Aw Gerhard Mohr was killed, 

On 12 February lll. “JG 7 finally secame fully operational with 50 aircraft. Two days 
later six Mle 2625 from 11./JG f and two from L/J& Ff intercepted a formation of Bifs 
between Lubeck and Neumunster, Lt. Rademacher, Uffz. Schopoler and Uff. Gunther 
Engler each claimed one destroyed, but an Me 262 was reported shot down. Three 
Me 2625 from |./AG(J) 54 attacked a US Bomber escort at 15.15 hours east of 
Stassourg, claiming one P-51 badly damaged. Also on this day, Obstit. Hein? Bar took 
over command of the Me 262 fighter training unit Wl./ElG 2 from Aptin. Horst Geyer, 
and the original Me 163 unit, Erorobungskommande 16, was disbanded, 

KSiJ) 54 attempted to interceot US bombers attacking oil targets on 15 February. 
Two Me 262s, piloted by Liffz, Hermann Litzinger and Lffz, Kurt Lange were destroyed 
and another damaged in an emergency landing. |./JG 7 also lost a pilot killed when 
Uffz. Hans Werner's aircraft caugnt fire south of Kaltenkirchen shorth after take-off, 
|./KGU) 54 were again active on 1? February, one Me 262 piloted by Obit. Fritz Theeg 
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of the 1. Staffel being destroyed and another damaged. Three Me 262s from 11./JG 7, led by the 
Staffelkapitan, Apt. Eder with Ofw. Helmut Zander and Of. Hermann Buchner, took off from Parchim 
to intercept an American formation over northern Germany, As they closed, Eder’s Me 262 was shot 
up by gunfire from the bombers and he was badly injured. Next day the port engine of 
Major Weissenberger's Me 262 caught fire and, although he baled out, he too was hurt. 

On 21 February 1945 US Eighth Air Force P-4i7's strafed Giebelstadt airfield, killing the 
Stafrelkapitan of 3./AG(J) 54, Obit. Christian Wunder, Next day 34 Me 2625 from Ill. JG 7 clashed with 
Allied aircraft which had launched Operation ‘Clarion’, an allout attack against German rail and 
communication targets. Thirty-four Me 262s from I./JG 7 took off ta engage the bombers but were 
not able to intercept as they were immediately involved in intensive actions with enemy fighters. JG Ff 
then took off fram Kaltenkirchen led by the Aapitan of 3./JG 7, Ob/t, Waldmann, who claimed two 
P-5is around midday near Oschersleben. The only other successes were claimed by Gef, Hermann 
Motter (two B-Li's) and Of Buchner (a P-51). JG 7's losses were three Mea 262s destroyed and two 
others badly damaged in combat. Perhaps the mast notable of these was that flown by the veteran jet 
pilot Of. Baudach, who died after baling out near Schonewad. 

The Luftwaffe Chief of Staff, General Karl Koller, finally gave permission for the formation of Galland's 
jet fighter Staffel on 24 February. The unique designation Jagoverband (JVi 44 was allocated. The 
Gruppenstab was to have an establishment of five officers, seven pilots and seven aircraft and the 
Fiegerstarfel an establishment of 15 pilots and 16 aircraft. Transferring to Brandenburg-Brest. which was 
already in use by parts of UL/JG 7, Galland now began his search for pilots. 
Those recruited at this time included Stéinhorf (whom he appointed head of 
training), Oberst Lutrow (from Italy|, Waior Honagen and Major Aar-Heinz ‘Bubi’ 
schnell (both from hospital) and Steinhoff's old wingman, Lt. Gottfried Fahrmann. 

In. an attempt to intercept a meior American ‘aid on 25 February, 16 Me 262s 
from |.,/AG(J) 54 took off from Giebelstadt. As they climbed through low cloud they 
were bounced by P-51s of the US 55th Fighter Group. With height advantage, the 
Americans were able to wreak havoc amongst the inexpenenced jet pilots. In a 
series of furious actions, the Americans claimed no fewer than seven Me 262s, 

The two disastrous operations flown by L./KGiJ) 54 on O and 25 February 
led Peltz ta suggest that KG(J) G and KG!) 27, which were then undergoing 
retraining, be temporanly employed in the East. Koller agreed to this in onneciple, 
but believed that the units should be assigned to Luftflotte 4 instead of Luftfotte 6 as the fuel situation 
of the former was more favourable. As soon as the standard of training permitted, operations would be 
flown against heavy bomber incursions from Italy, Koller believed that success would be achieved through 
Surpns2 a5 the Americans had not encountered fignter opposition in this area for over a year. 

On the last day of February, 22 Me 262s from Ill.JG 7 and nine from |.,KGiJ) 54 engaged four- 
engined bombers in the area between Braunschweig and Brandenburg. The former unit reported no 
successes or losses, Dut the latter had two aircraft damaged. In addition IIL /JG f had three aircraft 
destroyed and 1./AG(J) 54 another, all in accidents. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 B-la (W.Nr. 170075) of 1.,/KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, November 1944 
Sadly for the many Luftwaffe pilots converting to jet aircraft, relatively few two-seat Me 262 B-Las were 
available for training. The first two characters of the code ‘B3' on this machine were about one fifth the 
size of the remaining letters ‘SH’. The aircraft was also unusual in having a white lightning streak 

painted on the forward part of the fuselage. 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V52 (W.Nr. 163 100 G1) of 7.,/JG 400 at Nordholz, April 1945 
This aircraft has brownish green and medium green (RLM 81 and 82) camouflage with small mottles on the nose, 
rear fuselage and vertical tail surfaces. The yellow number ‘1' indicated an aircraft of 7./3G 400. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechlin, February 1945 

Another camouflage variation employed by the Stabsstaffel of JG 7 can be seen on this aircraft which is armed with 

two WGr 21 air-to-air mortar tubes. Dark green stripes have been sprayed over the pale blue (RLM 76) fuselage =F 
sides, with the wing and tailplane uppersurfaces in solid dark green. Pr é | 
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LEFT: Mapar Theodor Weissenberer was born on 2!) December 1914 a1 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Geschwader Stab/JG 7 
at Brandenburg-Briest, January 1945 

Probably flown by the Kommodore of JG 7, Major Theodor Weissenberger, this Me 262 had more or less 
standard camouflage for the period. It had two black horizontal bars outlined in white on either side of 
the fuselage cross which often signified the aircraft flown by the Kommodore. The green number ‘4’, 
positioned beneath the Geschwader badge is unusual in having a white shield. 
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WL. The Lather vas 
SLIpRorint posed cen thie 
Felis camel rend beuncls 
each of 490) mon whieh 


idopted by Mr 7 
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Rie: 

Dad Mle 262 Aslas wl 

7 et) 54 
pbhorcmramhed a 
Scubure-aim-Denau 
Lirficlal im March 145. 
hie arncraft to the left 
Phas ik Lr sieal 
Wellenmuster or Waive 
cype cameo bape 
spraved over its narrnial 
lark green 
Uppersuriaces. Sime 
that thee white af the 
Bllkenkrcue cn the 
wine and fuschge of 
the other machine 

ive Boch cover 
with fahne to make the 
dincraft jess visible from 


the wir 


LEFT: The fuseleee of Me 202 'B3+ER' 
af 2 RG) 54 at Giebelstadt, Mav 
4s. Note the ‘Treaths Head! emblem 
of RG 54 which was retained even 
after the unit trac converted to fighter 
OPe Res 


Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. unknown) of 2.,/AKG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, April-May 1945 
In another variation of the camouflage schemes carried by aircraft of KG(J) 54, this Me 262 has a more 
conventional finish. The individual letter of the aircraft code ‘E’ is painted bright red, the colour indicating the 
second Staffel of a Gruppe. 
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LEPYS The markings cl 
Erprnoburesk crm 
S62 were retained by 
Hn RNs 2 ater its 
fOrmathon ce 

Nave ber |e. Ts 
airorsult, Welly T 

CW Ne. 1 DOA), is 
being examined hy 
MUCK AM [hMhops al 
Neubihens afver the 
emcl ct the wir. 





AGA. Thais mare 
Potogranh sharws 

Cermiany Ss twas Eistees 
iphices toacther on an 
upatiditial airfield passataly 
ands near Leipvie To the 
Iti Ihe Me 1o3-B White 2 
Wr. 40D aS od Te 
This aircraft was boston 10 
February 1045, ins pabot, Pw 
Gerla Mealtr, tecing killed 
The Mee 262 on the meht 
(wiih indiviciual leider © 
painted in vellow on the 
near fuselage) probaly 
belonged to 4K] ) Sh 
whieh used thee sintiehd 

for a bret tine choring: its 
ameter south 





LEP P: Obserstheutnant Heine Rar was born on 25 
Arch 1913 at Sommerichl near Leipeig. (is fire 
victory was Claimed on 25 September 104 while 
serving as an Unterothizicr with 1p 41 in the West. 
Ci 11 May 1942 he became Kommandeur af 

LG 77, subsequently commanding bi.iai | 
thetween December 1444 and May 1944), (L/h | 
Cunt Maw 144) and then boooming Romimodore of 
i 3 until February 1945. Finally be took over the pet 
fighter training Gruppe TL/EMG 2 before replicing 
Calland as leader of WV 44 after the latter's injurv, He 
chiinecd bis HOt victory on 1 May 1-2, and bis 
200th on 22 April 1944 and was awarded the 
Rutterkreus with Gak beaves and Sworn, OF hix total 
of 220 victones, bo are apparently achieved while 
flying the Me 262. He was killed at Braunschweig on 
25 April 1957 when the light aircraft he was fying 
spun imbo dhe @round from a low altitude 


Mia0T: Seen while a Major, Heinz Bar af WRG S 
Sits on the pon wind of his Me 262 and talks oo his 
mechanic during the spring Of 10S. His aucranl 
(Wor 110550) bas the ned quumbser 13° painted on 
the forwird fuselage. Hair bad scored his 200th 
TeCtOry On 22 Aperil 144 fying an Pw TAB while 
commaniling Tl 1. This aircraft also carreed thee 





e af 


ciwle ‘Hed 14 


344 @ Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors 
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CO eer minin Bibcieaet 
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creclitesd with 54 acral 
vectories, including |2 
with the Me 262. He 
wis awarded the 
Kittery ori 20 puy 
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nominated for the 


(hak Lecavess 


EDO: A hive of 
Letivity as ground 
creas from Keer 
OW ONY propane thew 
Me 202s for an 
Operational sortie while 
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LEFT. Ofw, Freecrich Gentsch, an instructor 
pula wich 7 ‘Rel |} 54, PPC peur for oi Phish ii 
his Me 26203480 at Neuburg in March 1944 
Tee aincralt has ieonal wlhow Stripe 


plinted on the lusclige sles 


Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nr. unknown) of 7./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, March 1945 
This aircraft had brownish green (RLM 81) and mid-green (82) uppersurfaces with pale blue (76) beneath. Although 
it carries the code of Il. Gruppe Stab of KG(J) 54, ‘B3+BC', it was actually flown by a pilot of the 7. Staffel, 

Ofw. Friedrich Gentsch., The last two letters of the code ‘BC’ were painted in bright green (RLM 25). 


PUSEOAP: Cinly a simul nomniber ot He PO A-bs were chelivered to fi 1 at 
Parchim in February 1945. This variant was titted with two 40 mim ME 1s 
Honan. Shontly afterwards produciion switched to the A-2 verseon whech was 
armed with twao 4) om Mir 151/20 werapeoms. 





Ag: The qu J44 V1 wreas completed in [afar y P45 ord test Flown 2s 0 
Hider from Pehoiary bt was ainoextensively moditied version of the Me 164 with 
a full vision cunopy and a fully retractable undercarriage. The prototype failed te 
Ty en the power of its twin combustion chamber rocket cogine before the end 
of the wae 
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Combat Operations - March 1945 


“During the subsequent take-off Waldmann and three other pilots collided and crashed, 
Waldmann being killed. The aircraft then attempted to assemble above the cloud, but this 
failed and they were forced to make an uncoordinated attack, The result was that only one 
B-17 and one P-47 were destroyed. Because of the bad weather /t was almost impossible for 
the aircraft to make a safe landing. The JLO (Jager-Leit-Offizier or Fighter Control! Officer) 
Preusker talked the pilots down one by one. Despite his laudable efforts, many inexperienced 
pilots crashed. After this operation the Gruppe was considered virtually annihilated.” 

Lt. Riehard Frodl of (7G 7 whe flew a combat mission on 18 March 1945 


ni March 1945, the three Staffeln of ||. /JG 400 (f.. &. and 9./JG 400) were ordered to move to 
O Bad Zwischenahn, Wittmundhafen and Nordholz respectively, It was intended that they would 
operate fram these north German bases against four-engined bombers. The |. Gruppe was to remain 
at Brandis to protect the local oil refineries and continue to carry out pilot training. On this day the 
US Eighth Air Force flew a senes of bombing raids on railway marshalling yards in central and southern 
Germany. One of these was intercepted by Me 262s from |./AGiJ) 54 near Ingolstadt just before 
midday. The Gruppe claimed a B-24 and a P-51, but lost two Me 262s. Both pilots were killed. 

Two days later, the Geschwader Stab and Ill./JG 7 operated in strength for the first time. 29 aircraft 
took off to intercept American heavy bombers attacking Magdeburg, Hannover, Hildesheim and 
Braunschweig. The 9. Staffel engaged B-1/s between Braunschweig and Magdeburg around 
10.15 hours. 4ptm. Heinz Gutmann, Lt. Karl Schnorrer and Ofw Helmut Lennartz each claimed one 
destroyed, while Ofhr. Heinz Russel shot down a P-4/ and Ofw Hermann Buchner a B-24 and a P-51. 
Gutmann's Me 262 crashed south of Waggum and he was killed. Shortly afterwards the Stab, 10. and 
11./JG ¥ engaged the bombers néar Magdeburg, but only Ofw. Heinz Amold succeeded in getting 
through, claiming a B-17 and a P-47. Over Rathenow, Obit. Rudi Sinner shot down a B-24, bringing the 
Geschwader s claims to six bombers and three escorts. 

On 7 March, @ pair of Me 163s from I./JG 400 attacked a Spitfire reconnaissance aircraft near 
Chemnitz but without success, 


Although the Me 262 fighter had now begun to appear in numbers, problems were already being 
experienced with fuel shortages. On 10 March, the Chef (LA reported that: ‘Owing to the absence of J? 
oroduction from the ist to the 10th of March 1945, during which time consumption amounted to about 
2.100 tonnes, the stoce of 44,455 tonnes available on 28 February has falien to 42,350 tonnes on 
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10 March. Because of the loss of the Bdhien and 
Magdeburg plants, as a result of enemy action, J2 
production is not expected to be resumed for 30 days." 

Meanwhile, ten pilots from 2./JG 1 under Lt. August 
Hachtel had been sent to Vienna to collect the first He 162s 
off Heinkel’'s assembly liné on 27 February. It was not until 
14 March, however, that the unit suffered its first loss. This 
occurred during training when Liffz. Tautz was killed when the 
He 162 M19 (the 19th prototype) he was. flying 
somersaulted on landing and burst into flames. On the same 
day Lt. Joachim Weber, Lt Alfred Ambs and Uffz, Ernst 
Giefing of I./JG 7 each claimed a P-51 destroyed. 

On 15 March, JG ? were able only to put up a handful 
of Me 2762s owing to serviceability problems. 
Nevertheless. four claims were made by the German 
fighters: Lt. Weber two B-24s and Fir Ernst Pfeiffer and 
Ofhr, Walter Windisch a B-17 each. In addition, Hptm. 
Wilhelm Steinmann of IIL/EJG 2 claimed a B17. Next day 
Wife, Rolf Glogner of 2./JG 400 severely damaged a 








AGOVE: The R4M was 812 mim (2 ft 8 ins) long, weighed! nearly 4 ke 
(8.5 Ibs) and had a maximum speed of 425 m/sec (1,700 ft/sec). The 
weapon was conmally fired in four salvos of sin a intervals of 0.07 
seconis trom ao nanee of O00 metres (1958 fo. The missiles diverged 
slightly after launch to produce a circular pattern with a diameter 
roughly equal to that of a four-cngined bomber. The 0.4 ke (1.1 Ih) 


Mosquito which managed to crash land in France. 

Between 18 and 20 March, JG 7 fiew a total of eleven 
missions. During the first of these a total of 37 Me 2625 
from the Ill. Gruppe took off from Parchim to intercept 
1,329 US bombers escorted by 632 fighters targeting railway stations and 
tank factories in the Berlin area. In conditions of hazy cloud cover, 28 jets 
made contact with the bombers. The first attack, by 10 to 15 Me 262s, 
was led by Major Weissenberger who claimed two B-17s. Other B-17s were 
shot down by Ofw August Lubking, Lt. Rademacher and Lt. Gustay Sturm, 
with Obit. Franz Schall claiming a P-51. Six Me 262s led by Obit. Gunther 
Weamann, of 9. /JG 7 then attacked. Their aircraft were armed for the first 
time with 55 mm R4M underwing rockets, and the effect of the missiles 
was devastating. Obl, Wegmann and Lt. Schnorrer both claimed two 
bombers while Obit. Karl-Heinz Seeler and Ofhr. Windisch each destroyed 
another. The operation was not without cost, Wegmann being forced to 
bale out and losing a leg while his wingman, Ob/t. Seeler, was killed, A total 
of 13 fourengined bombers was claimed destroyed, plus two probables 
and six damaged by the German jets. Other successful pilots included 
Obit. Kulp who shot down a B-17 and Ob/t. Schall who destroyed a P-51. 

Further west, |./JG 7's base at Kaltenkirchen in Schleswig-Holstein 
was shrouded in heavy cloud. Nevertheless, Goring ordered that the 
Gruppe take off to intercept. First away was a Schwarm of four Me 262s 
led by Ob/t. Hans Grunberg followed by another led by Obit. Fritz Stehle. 
Then, as the third Schwarm took off, two Me 262s collided, killing both 
Obit. Waldmann and Of Gunther Schrey. 

On 18 March the Americans dispatched 1,273 bombers to attack 
synthetic oil plants and jet aircraft assembly plants. Early in the morning a 
lowtlevel attack was made on Giebelstadt airfield by eight P-51s. Two 
Me 262 A-is of |./KGiJ) 54 were destroyed. During the afternoon 
125 B-24s escorted by 175 P-51is bombed Ill./KAG(J) 54's base at 
Neuburg, causing severe damage to runways, hangars and buildings. One 
Me 262 was destroyed and three heavily damaged plus seven lightly 
damaged, As a consequence of this, Luftfotte Reich issued instructions 
tor |./AG(J} 54 to transfer to Brandis, Zerbst and Alt Lonnewitz. 

Later, 45 Me 262s from Ill./JG 7 scrambled to intercept a formation 
of B-ifs, but only 28 managed to engage due to poor visibility. The jet 
fighters waded In with their RAM rockets north of Chemnitz, destroying four 


warhead was impactfuscd, which was sulfichent to give an excellent 

chance of bringing down a bomber. init trials with the missile began 
in late October 1444 at the Sonelna firing range near Brion and in cart 
February the first rockets were delivered to Jagderupp: LO for testing 





ABOVE, Hpom. Franz Schall (ett) as an 
Oberleutnant while serving with Komiande 
Nowotny, He was born on | june 1918 at Graz in 
Austria ind served first with a Luttwatte Flak 
Regiment before transferring to Lr 42 in Russia 


in February te4. He chimed 14 victories in one 
day on 41 August 1944 and in October was 
transterred to Rommnio Nowotoy where te 
commanded the 2. Stalfel, which Liter became 
LOG 7. He was killed on 10 April 1945 when his 
Me 262 hit a bomb crater during an cmergcncy 
landing at Parchim and exploded, He hac a total of 
L117 victories (inchoding about 14 with the Me 2625 
und tex been awurthed the Ritterkreuz on It 
Chctaer | 44, 
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B-l7s and damaging four more, The successful pilots included Lt. Schnorrer (Wegmann’s temporary 
successor, Gbit. Schall, Cfw. Lennartz and Ofw. Arnold. Two Me 262s, piloted by Ofw. Heinz-Berthold 
Mattuschka of 10./JG 7 and Lt. Harry Meyer of 11./JG 7 were shot down by P-S1s, with both pilots 
killed. Another P-51 was claimed by Lt. Rudolf Rademacher. The |. Gruppe of JG 7 also engaged the 
bombers, Getr. Heim claiming a B-1/ destroyed and Lffz. Harald Konig a probable. 

WW.EIG 2 was also active on the 19th, its Kommandeur, the Aitterkreuztrager Major Heinz Bar, 
shooting down a P-51. Other missions were flown by Ofw. Zander and Lt. Harbot. 

Next day, 22 Me 262s from [. and Ill. /JG 7 took off to intercept a US raid on Hamburg. A total of 
nine bombers were claimed including three by For Froiecrich Enrig. Three Me 2625 were shot down by 
the American fighter escort, 

JG * was again active early on the 21st, the Stab and 11. Staffel at Briest and the 9. and 
10. Staffein, which had just moved from Oranienburg to Parchim, attacking a bomber formation in the 
Dresden area. Although the American escort was heavily enpaded, six B-175 were shot down with Major 
Weissenberger, Major Enrler, Lt. Schnorrer, Fir. Pfeiffer, Of Arnold and Lt. Fritz R Muller each claiming 
one. Despite this success two Me 2625, flown by the veteran Lt. Weber of 11./JG 7 and Lf. Kurt 
Kolbe of 10./JG Ff were shot down, both pilots being killed. Shortly afterwards ten aircraft from 
(KOU) 54, still at Giebelstadt, took off to attack a bomber formation in the Giessen-Marburg area. 
The Americans lost one B-17 but claimed an Me 262. The pilot, Uffz. Willi Enreke, was killed. Around 
midday 364 B-24s5 and 201 P-5is of the US Fifteenth Air Force mounted an attack on Neuburg airfield, 
destroying 12 of Ill./KGU) 54's Me 262 4-15 and damaging a further 38. 

On 22 March, the airfields occupied by |. and Il./AG(J) 54, were again badly hit by American bombers. 
4 total of eleven Me 2625 suffered various degrees of damage at Giebelstadt with a further eight 
damaged at Kitzingen. Two other Me 2625 were destroyed in an abortive attempt to attack the bombers, 
Obit. Hans Konig of |.AGil) 54 being killed, while Golt, Adalbert Egn of 2.,/AG(J) 54, baled out. 

On the same day, Fifteenth Air Force bombers from Italy raided the Ruhland, Kralupy and Vitava oil 
refinenies. 27 Me 262s from Ill./JG 7 took off to intercept and became engaged in a running fight with 
B-17s and their fighter escort around midday. B-1/s were claimed by Major Weissenberger and Major 
Ehrer of Stab/JG 7. Lt. Schnorrer, Ofhr. Viktor Petermann (who flew with an artificial left arm), Offr. 
Windisch, Fhr. Pfeiffer, Ofw. Lennartz, Ofw Buchner of 9. and 10./JG 7, and Lt. Ambs, Ofw Arnold, Liffr. 
Peter and Ofw. Lubking of 11./JG 7. ¢t. Erich Schulte claimed a probable while Obst. Schall claimed a 
P-51 and cit. Alfred Lehner a probable. Three pilots from I./JG * were lost in this action; Fe. Heinz 


Eichner, Ofv, Lubking and one other. 








The success of the Me 262 durnng the previous four days was enough to please Hitler who now saw 
the Me 262 as: “...the decisive contribution to the entire war." 

On 23 March, afew Me 262s from the Stab of JG 7 intercepted bombers attacking oil refineries, Major 
Heinnch Ehrler claiming two 824s and Ofw Gerhard Reinhold a probable 6-17. Just afterwards, 14 Me 262s 
from 1./JG 7 intercepted RAF bombers with a Mustang escort which were attacking a bridge over the Weser, 
Two Lancasters were shot down and a third damaged. One Me 262, probably from I./JG 7, was shot down 
by an RAF Mustang. 

Next day, 31 Me 262s scrambled in two sections to intercept about 250 bombers heading for tank 
factories around Berlin. The first to arrive were the Stab and 11./JG 7 which attacked the bombers near 
Wittenberg. Five pilots claimed a B-17, Major Ehrler, Lt. Ambs, Lt. Rademacher, Lt. Lehner and Ofw Arnold. 
The second group, made up of Me 262s from 9. and 10./JG 7, then attacked, Obit. Kulp, Lt. Sturm, Obit. 
ochall, Ofw Otte Pritz! and Ofw, Buchner each claimed a B17. Four Luftwaffe pilots were shot down, but all 
survived, Later, about 400 B-17's and E-24s from the US Fifteenth Air Force attacked jet bases at Munchen 
Riem, Neuburg, Plattling and Erding. By far the most damage to a jet unit was again at Neuburg where 269 
B-24s5 dropped 563 tons of bombs, destroying 14 Me 262s of Ill.,/KG(J) 54 and damaging 36 more. 

On 25 March, 25 Me 262s from Ill./JG 7 intercepted a raid by about 250 B-24s5 on oil storage 
depots near Braunschweig, Hannover and Lavenburg. Although the German pilots claimed seven 
aircraft, five Me 262s were lost. In a separate action Major Ottfried Sehrt, Kommandeur of |./AG(J) 54, 
was also injured. Sehrt's place was taken by Hptm. Baasner, with temporary command of Ill. KG) 6 


passing to Ob/t. Gunther Overdiek, 

Bad weather restricted air operations between 26 and 29 March, but this enabled |_/KG(J) 54 
to transter from Giebelstadt to Zerbst and Il./KG(J) 54 to Neuburg-am-Donau. Despite the weather, 
900 B-1/'s managed to attack a tank factory and an armament plant in Berlin on the 28th. As they 
returned, they were intercepted by Me 262s from |./JG 7 near Braunschweig and two B-17s were 
shot down, possibly by Obit. Stehle of 2.JG 7 and Obl. Schuck of 3./JG 7. 

The weather improved on 30 March, enabling US Eighth Air Force bombers to fly 1,250 
sorties against U-boat pens and the port complexes at Hamburg, Bremen and 
Wilhelmshaven. Over 30 Me 262s were scrambled by Ill. /JG 7 to intercept, Lt. Schndérrer 
claiming two B-1/s and Ofhr. Petermann one probable. As Schnorrer pulled away, his 
Me 262 was hit by fire from the bombers and he was then chased and caught by four 
P-51s near Uelzen. With only one engine operating at full power, he decided to flip his 
aircraft over onto its back and bale out. Unfortunately, his leg hit the tail and it was so badly 
broken that it had to be amputated. Around the same time, eight Me 262s from |./JG 7 led 
by Major Erich Rudorffer also intercepted the bombers. Ofw. Gerhard Reiher claimed a 
B17, but A. Fw. Heinz Jansen was shot down in flames. 

On the last day of March, 428 Lancaster and Halifax bombers attacked submarine pens 
and the Blohm und Voss aircraft factory at Hamburg. Unfortunately for the RAF they had 
arrived too late to rendezvous with their Mustang fighter escort. As they neared their target 
30 Me 262s from |./JG 7 and eight from Ull./JG 7 struck. Not having to worry about fighter 
Opposition the jet fighters were able to wreak havec amongst the British and Canadian 
bombers. The Luftwaffe pilots claimed 13, two short of the number actually lost. Successful 
pilots were Ob/t. Franz Schall, Ob/t. Hans Grinberg, Lt. Hans Todt, Lt. Friedrich Wilhelm 
schenk and Fhr, Fredrich Ehrig who claimed two each and Ob/t. Stirm and Ofw. Reiher who 
each claimed one, plus a probable by Lt. Hadi Weihs. 

During the month JG 7 had claimed the destruction of 108 fourengined bombers, 
22 fighters and a Mosquito. The Geschwader lost 2? pilots killed and five wounded. 

It was soon to be joined in combat by JV 44 which had been training on the Me 262. By 
this time it had approximately 20 pilots. At dawn on the 31 March, Oberst Steinhoff led a group 
of seven jets to fly from Brandenburg to their operational base at Moncher-Riem. The flight was 
completed in the record time of 42 minutes and at an average speed of 685 kmh (426 mphi. 

By the end of March Ill./KGU) 6 had received five more Me 262s despite an order 


issued on the 20th ruling out further re-equipment of the unit. In a typical reversal of 


instructions which was to become more and more common as the Nazi regime struggled in 
its death throes, the order was countermanded 11 days later. KGiJ) 6 was now to become 
the next unit to reequip with Me 262. Until this could be completed, it was to train and fly 
factory protection missions, much like KG(l) 27 was doing with the Bf 109. 





ABORE, Li. Karl urax 
Schncnrer was born on 22 
March 119 in Siuircmbers. 

He joe 11M 44 anal from 
the middle of 1041 served as 
AOWOLIY Ss WINRMAN, SOOT 
his first victory on 41 
December. He suffered severe 
injuries on 12 November 1944, 
but after recovenng transferred 
to? Erprobungskomimindo 262 
it Lechifeld. He hiner rejoined 
Norwobny sud then trunsderred 
to 0G 7 becoming Kapitin of 
the 11. Statfel on 1 March 
1045.0n 30 March, his Me 262 
was hit bv fire from Bel 7s 

id he was then caughe and 
his aircrait shot-up by four 
P3148 near Uelsen. This foroed 
him to babe out, but his leg hit 
the tail and was so badly broken 
that it had to be amputated. 
He claimed! 3 fotal of 4 
weotones, nine of them with 
the Me 2602 and was awarded 
the Ritterkreus on 22 

March 1945. 
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CEPT AN BEDDOW: Obde, Eonil Deruch posing beside the 
tail of his He 1G? COW Ne 12074), Hecose this aircraft has 
ar dark green vertical tall surfaces, the serial number is 
punted in contrasting whith. Abowe the swastika can be 
ect Lo white bars representing victories obtained hy 
Demuth before Ite | converted te the Volksjiaper 


Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. 120074) of 3./JG 1 at Leck, May 1945 

This aircraft was flown by Obit. Emil Demuth, Staffelkapitan of 3./)G ‘L. In addition to the number ‘11' in yellow, 
the machine also has a small number ‘20° on the fuselage side which may have indicated the Kapitan's aircraft 
(a position temporarily held by Demuth). 
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LEP On 16 March 1945 (lity, Rolf 
‘Buby Grlogner of 20 4K) (neh) 
and Iw, Ennst Schelper intercepted un 
RAF reconmissance Moscuitce mer 
Leipzig in their Me Ilias, Sche [per Was 
forced ta return to Erarelis Because he 
wus Unable to jettison his toke-otl 
Cally, Gut Glheoner opened fire on the 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, February 1945 
several of KG(J) 54's Me 262s had pale blue (RLM 76) wave pattern camouflage sprayed over the dark green 
(RLM 81) uppersurfaces in a random style which was applied over both national insignia and markings. 


ALC A, Bhi of prilurts anal mechanics of 7 Re rf} Sin discussion in frame oi 
one of (eit Me 262s, coed BI4+BH", at Neuburg am Bona in earty 1944. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-ia (W.Nr. 111918) of Stab III. /JG 7 at Parchim, spring 1945 

Although the Stab of II1./JG 7 was based at Parchim during the spring of 1345, this aircraft was discovered by 
American troops in a hangar near the Dutch border. The dividing line between the upper and lower camouflage 
colours on the fuselage sides is higher than usually seen on Me 262s of this period. 


Mo Capturcel by 
nck Drees. eer 
the Durch border, this 
Me 262 of ING 7 
earnes a beck chevron 
which would indicate 
that al May Prevenesly 
have boc Thrown fn 
the Gruppe Achutan 
Obli, Caumither 
Wegmann 
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LPT: [wea Me 2625 cl 

7 RGD S54 Lax alone 
the runway al Meum in 
March 1945. Tbe aircralt 
in the foreground, 
BA+GR COW Nr. 11 bos) 
was bolt at Leiphein in 
fib faniary eas, Tt is 
known to have heen 
flonan by La. Ceipchet 
EU ot Ao) 4 On 
Z Rec berusry Pes. are 
fw Friedrich Gentsch 
six days later The aincratt 
Was Cestravedl in wn gr 
rabdl at Neuburg on 


24 Februan 
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oa Mechanics stam on 
ihe wing of Opa, Friedrich 
fentach's aiscralt of 

Ti RKeet |) S4 following his 
return fram an operational 
ight. This ee 262 A-la carries 
the come “B40R with the last 
Wo letlers painted bright 


eto 





LfTT: The Me 262 A-la 
‘Red 14° OW Nr TTS So) 
Down by Major (later 
Castit.) Acinsz Bar of 

LED te 2 Cen at bas 

AS accion herween 
29 February ind 

19 Ajoril 145. churn 
which period he 
clainved five P-Sis, two 
Be2ds. three Bos. act 


way PAs 





Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 110559) of I1./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, March 1945 

This Schwabisch Hall-built aircraft was transferred to Neuburg on 8 February 1945, It was assigned 

to Major (later Obstit.) Heinz Bar of IN./EJG 2 on 25 February and became one of the most | 
successful Me 262s. Bar had his lucky ‘Red 13° code number painted on the fuselage sides, this 

having previously been applied to his favourite Fw 190. 
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Bia) This Me 262 
Of Ro) Sh wits 
chscoverce! 
Mimechen-HKiem at the 
endl of the war. The 
ircralt Wadd whe unit's 
lotenkerpl (Dre wathy's 
Heol) Dace panied 
in black on a wello 
shiedel hebow the 
conck pit. 


LEFF: This Me 262 A-1a, 
White 4' OW Ne S25) al 
Lf FT was beualt a 
URL Dona 14 
February 194%. It was then 
trinsterred to Memmingen 
Where itscrved fora shor 
tine With that airfielel’s 
protectbom Staltel (iss) 
hehore ovine to Minechen 
Hicm. le was there thar al 
may have been fitted with 
the DA 42 wunsaeht. At the 
eniul af April 194 it was 
d=signedt to Ma 7 at Scie 
(Aalec) in what is now the 
Cech Republic. (in Min 
1945, Obit. Walter Bohatsch 
of 1dr 7 flew the aircraft 
to Dedebtort 6° kim moth 
of Bronsechweig ane 

SLIME here if ta LS troops, 





Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. unknown) of 9./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, April 1945 
Towards the end of March 1945, KGiJ) 54 adopted fighter type markings, these replacing the old four- 
character code system. This aircraft carries the yellow number ‘3' and vertical bar of the Ill. Gruppe with the 
blue and white chequered rear fuselage band adopted by the Geschwader at this time. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. 110800) of 3./JG 7 at Fassberg, May 1945 

Flown by Uffz. Engler of 3./JG 7, this aircraft was repaired several times. It has brownish green and mid-green (RLM 
81 and 82) mottling on the fuselage sides and fin and rudder, with the uppersurfaces in a splinter pattern of the same 
colours. The undersurfaces were pale blue (RLM 76). Two 450 mm wide unit identification bands in blue and red were 
painted around the rear fuselage. 


LEFT: (in l4 February 1944 Offs. (unther 
Engler of 4.00) 7 clined the destructeon of a 
At heeween Lilheck anal Neinniinsner with 
this Se 2627 Ala, then coded ‘Yellow & The 
arent was cdaimaged nine dhivs liter in a orish 
Lending. Aver repair it was transherred bo 

2./) 7, where foagain sultercd minor damage 
When its noe gear collapsed on 2 March. On 
Bm Li the aurcratt, then with Geehechiswertanad 
Hogeback, few [rom Saar (Aabec) in 
Carchoslovakia and Guncked at Fassherng where 
Pneler surrendered it to British foroes, ht 

peo ved the Air Min numba $1, anil dhe RAF 
scifi VRS945, Om 27 May 1045. W Celt 
SChinkler of Ob Sequieciron book off to cnster 
the arc from Passherg to Schleswig but its 
nose gear tiled to extecod om lanching al 
Lobeck, Meme Scurces say it was repaired burt i 


Was eventual: si Fe al 


AELOW: A leap of seven Me 262s from 
TW o44 at Munchen-Riem airfield in April 145 
Siost of the units aircraft had simnphe dark 
Breen upp rsiirinces with pale bloc beneath, 
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Combat Operations 
April-May 1945 


LEFT, Oberst Gunther Latzow (eft) in conversation 
with Oberst Johannes Steinhart while both pilots 
were serving with TY 44. Steinhott was barn on 

15 September 1414 at Hotsencdort on Saxony He 
jaune the German Navy in LS as an officer cadet 
before taunsferring ta the Luftwaffe in 1946 Ar the 
outbreak of war he was Staffelkapitan of 10,/)tr 25 
fing experimental night fighter sorties from 
Cologne Ostheim. He wis trinsermed to [> 4.2 in 
February 1940, commanding this Gescliwader’s 4 
Stattel during the Batthe at Britain ane the invasion ot 
the Soviet Uno. He took over IW $2 in Februar 
Dei and scored his both victory on 31 August 
142 in March 1044 he was posted to North Africa 
to take over comumand of [G77 and was appointed 
the first Kommestor: of fr 7 in Newember 194-1 
Following the so-calhod ‘fahier pilots mute he 
transieoed to TV 44 but sudtencd docadful burns im 3 
crash on fh Api 145. He was awuanded the 
Ritterkreuz with swords on 28 July 1944 and claimed 
A total of 17 vectones, six with the Me 262, In 1952 
he renuirned to the Bundestittwatlc wid within four 
wears become Dxeputy Chief of Staff, Operations, He 
Wis PNMoted 10 Brigade ener in 148 anal toe 
Conmcralonior in Ve. He recired in 172 to this 


hee in Gone where be died a 104 


‘The war ended for the remnants of JG 400 at 16.00 hours on 8 May 1945 at Duppau. We 
received our discharge papers and the remaining vehicles were divided among us so we 
could make our own way through Germany. We destroyed our weapons and within the hour, 
small groups of us had set off in the same direction. On the following day, | managed fo 
escape the US forces at Stollberg near Chemnitz by hitching a ride in a German army lorry. 


Six weeks later, my family and | reached Cologne. 
Pw, Hans Hoever of |G 400 in 2 letter written after the end of the war 


2 he month of April began with six Me 262s from |./JG 7 being damaged at Kaltenkirchen in attacks 
TT: American 8-265. These prompted the OKL to order the transfer of the Gruppe, 1./)G 7 poing to 
Brandenburg, 2./JG 7 to Bure-berMagdeburg and 3./JG 7 ta Oranienburg. Despite this setback, the 
Gruppe intercepted twenty B-1?s near Stendal and claimed one destroyed. Uffz. Koster of 11.,9G 7 
also shot down a lone Spitfire. 

Next day, Liff?. Gunter Blitchen of 7./KGU) 6 crashed on a training flight, one of a number of 
Me 262s lost by the unit. On the Srd, 14 Me 262s trom KGiJ) 4 operated against RAF Lancasters 
while JV 44 flew its first operation when Li Fahrmann and Uff, Eduard Schallmoser took off for a patrol 
over Minchen at 17.55 hours, No contact was made with the enemy and the two pilots returned safely. 

Jet fighters were heavily engaged on 4 April when 93% bombers attacked five airfields and two 
landing grounds in northern Germany plus the U-boat yards at Hamburg and Kiel. Against the bombers, 
the Luftwaffe put up a total of 46 Me 262s in three different sorties of 20, 18 and 10 aircraft. The 
first clash with Amencan fighters came around 09.15 hours, resulting in the loss of several Me 262s, 
including that piloted by Major Sinner. Suffering from severe burns to the head and hands, Sinner was 
taken to hospital, His place as Kommandeur of Ill. {iG f was taken by Major Wolfgang Spate, a veteran 
nilot of both the Me 262 and Me 163. After claiming a P-51 destroyed, the Kapitan of 10./Jia 7, Obit. 
Franz Schall, also had to bale out near Parchim, but was unhurt. 4 total of four Me 2625 was claimed 
by the 339th FG in this action, the other Mustang oilots being Lt. Robert C. Havinghurst, Lt. Nile 3. 
Greer and Capt. Harry R. Corey. In a second Me 262 attack, over Hamburg, four more jets were 
destroyed, but German victors included Lit. Schenk, Lt. Rademacher, Fw. Pritzl and Fhr. Pfeiffer. One 
We 262 was shot down by a P-S1. Another group of jets from lll. /JG 7, which had assembled near 
Stendal, intercepted American bombers south of Bremen, shooting down three. 
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JG 7? was joined by 14 Me 262s from |./KG(J) 54 who claimed two B-17s5 north of Hannover. During 
the actions, the jet units destroyed nine American aircreft with three more damaged. Apart from the claims 
already mentioned, Major Weissenberger shot down a 2-17, Lt. Stehle and Gef. Heim of LUG 7 a B-17 
eacn and Lf. Weilhs a Pl’. JG 7's losses were severe, totalling seven Me 2625 destroyed. five missing 
and five damaged, Known losses included Liffz. Otte Heckmann of 11./JG 7 who was killed near Leiozig, 

Further south, two Me 262s from JV 44 piloted by Li. Fahrmann and Lffz. Schallmoser were 
scrambled ta intercept several reconnaissance Lightnings. Schallmaser attacked from head-on, but the 
closing speeds were such that he rammed the Amencan aircraft. The latter crashed but Schallmoaser 
was adle to return safely with light damage ta his Me 262 

On & April, JV 44 flew its first operation against fourengined bombers, Steinhoff leading four 
Me 2625 to intercept an American incursion between Munchen and the Danube. The other pilots were 
Major Walter Krupinski, Li. Fahrmann, and Ofw. Rudolf Nielinger, One 6-17 was shot down and two more 
damaged, but Fahrmann had to bale out after both engines of his aircraft failed, Next day 
Major Heinrich Ehrlier of the Stab/JG 7 was killed, possibly after rarmming a B-17 *. 

Almost 60 Me 2625 from Wl./JG 7 and 1./AGU) 54 supparted the mass attack on a US bomber 
formation by Schulungslehrgang Elbe on 7 April. Two bombers were claimed by pilots from Ill./ iG 7, a 
B-LY over Parchim by Ofw Gobel and a B-24 near Bremen by Uffe. Schdppler. Later two P-Sis were 
shot down by Ofhr. Neumann and Fhe. Pfeiffer. Several Me 262s were claimed by the US fighter escort 
but the only known loss was “White & piloted by Hotm. Werner Tronicke, Staffelkapitan of 1./KGU) 54, 
who Daled oul near Hapenow and was injured. 

Because of the war situation, Luftfiotte Reich ordered, on & Apni, that only three Geschwader, 
JG 7, AGU) 54, and JG 300, were to be equipped with the Me 262 for the present. |. and IL /KG(!) 6 


“I was constantly shot at by all p-. 
eight Mustangs...” A 


Rudolf Sinner, I./JG 7 






) Before take-ofl, hostile fighters were reported at 8.000 metres (26.250 ft) over the 
Hitteld. he altitude was probably over-estimated because the noise of the aircralt 
seemed much closer. | new think that the fighters were close to the cloud cover at 
400 metres (1,412 ft). 

Income and a half circuits over the field, 1 gathered seven aircraft under the cloud 
cover while the others were behind us Through a hole in the cloud cover, | went up and 
immeciately spotted in the sun to my left and above me, four aircraft which | presumed 
were Thunderbolts. 1 banked steeply towards them since | could not move away from 
them in my inferior position. The Thunderbolts turned away sharply to gain a counter course. In my 
attempt to go after them, | observed four Mustangs chasing a single Me 262.1 didi t want to use my rockets Geese il 
would have set a bad example to the rest of my Gevppe. In my attempts to get away from the Mustangs. | saw four more Mustangs above 
me on my right diving for the attack. 1 curved through them and was shot at from behind in doing so. It was impossible to climb or dive or 
increase speed because of the closeness of the ground, 

Iwas constantly shot at by all eight Mustangs. in attempting to climb for the clouds | received my first hit. | decided to shoot my rockets 
of before | went inte the clouds to gain speed as two Mustangs were following same distance behind. My rockers wouldn't fire. While | was 
working on the switch, a strong smell of smoke came into the cockpit. | was hit again and 1 saw that the left wing was burning. The fire spread 
to the cockpit immediately After a few defensive manoeuvres I decided! to bale cut. 

left the cockpit ata speed of 700 km/h (445 mph) without hitting the rudder, 1 discowered immediately that my parachute was torn open 
and ony right leg was tangled up in the harness and risers. 1 was my fecling that the parachute had separated from the belts and harness. Since 
Iwas close to the ground, | pulled the rip-cord after three somersaults and saw to my amazement that the parachute had opened. | was attached 
to the parachute by the fet, belt only] funded on oy thigh with my left arm hanging in the parachute risers. in a freshly ploughed field. Despite 
trying to nicl myself of the parachute | was still atrached to it.and was dragged some 20 metres (65 ft) inte a barbed wire fence. 

Two Mustangs shot at me while | was Iving in the barbed wire. 1 dicda’t move as long as they could see me. When they circled t) begin a 
new attack, | ran about 25 steps toa furrow and hid They continued shooting at the parachute. but their shots weren't very accurate, Finally, and 
probably because of the flak at Redlin. they fell away. [ received first aid from the men of a radar squadron and the doctor of Jagdgruppe 10. 


e nimy flight of 4 April, | took off from Parchim for an attack on a bomber formation. 


4. (tis possible that this action took place two days earlier, 
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and KGiJi 55 were to be disbanded. On the same day 15 Me 262s from |./JG 7 
intercepted an RAF Lancaster formation bombing Hamburg, Ob/t. Stehle fram 2./JG 7 
claiming one. Lt. Weihs also claimed a P-38. Fw. Geisthovel of I./JG 7 intercepted 

a formation of four P-51s near Cottbus and claimed two with the aid of the 
EY 42 gunsight. An RAF bombing raid on Parchim meant that |. /JG 1, which 
was undergoing training on the He 162, was forced to transfer to 
Ludwigsiust. Ten pilots from the 3. Staffel had only just picked up a Batch 

of new jets from Heinkel's Rostock factory. On the same day I./JG 1 at 
Garz was also ordered to move to Rostock to begin conversion from the 

Fw 190 to the new fiehter. 

Next day, the US Eighth Air Force bombed ten jet airfields in 
southern central Germany, including Neuburg. Munchen-Riem, Lechteld, 
Leipheim, 
Neubure-am-Donau where 65 B-17s with fighter escort drapped 1/3 tons of 
bambs on the airfield, still occupied by Ill./AGi) 54, At MunchernRiem, 228 B-ifs 
released 550 tons of bombs, badly damaging six Me 262s from JV 44. Lechfeld was also heavily 
damaged in the attacks. Shortly afterwards JG 7 scrambled 29 Me 262s to intercept some 50 RAF 
bombers attacking shipyards, U-boat pens and harbour facilities around Hamburg. A Lancaster was 
claimed by Ob!t. Schall of I./JG f and Ofiz. Gunther Engier, Lt. Rudolf 4ingler and Gef. Paul Muller of 
LUG 7. Lt. Fritz AR Muller of 12. /9G 7 also claimed a P-4/. Only oné Me 262 is known to have been 
last in combat on this day, that piloted by Uffz. Kohler of 3./JG 7 who was killed. 

On 10 April the Luthwarffe flew what proved to be the largest number of jet fighter sorties flown in one 
day during the war. US bombers had targeted jet airfields in northern Germany including Brandenburg 
Brest, Bure-Magdebure, Oranienburg, Rechlin, Lar, Zerbst, Neuruppin and Parchim. The first unit to 
intercept was 2./JG 7 from Burg led by Obit. Stehle. Minutes later, the Americans struck the airfield, 
unloading hundreds of tons of bombs in a 20 minute assault which prevented it from being used again 
until the end of the war. Ten Me 262s were destroyed on the ground including three from Stehie's Staffel. 
Shortly afterwards, just as 9. and 10. /JG 7 took off from Parchim, they were bounced by P-51s and Ofpr. 
Windisch and Uffz. Louis-Paul Vigg were shot down, Both pilots survived with severe injunes. Fifteen 
minutes later the Amencan bombers arrived al Parchim but, because of the poor visibility, most of their 
bombs fell in open ground. As they returned, six Me 262s gave chase but were intercepted by P-515 and 
a violent air battle took place. One Me 262 lost was that piloted by the veteran Ob/l. Schall, Kapitan of 
LO. /JG 7. He died when his jet crashed into a Bomb crater at Parchim. Re had 14 jet kills. Thirty more 
then took off from Oranianburg, Larz and Brandenburg, several Me 262s being lost, 
Ai Zerbst, ococupled by |./AGiJ) 54, 222 tons of bombs were dropped. The unit had a strength of 
a? Me 262s at this time. Three of these, piloted by Lt. Paul Pallenda, Lt. Bernhard Becker of 
2./AG(J} 54 and Lt Jurgen Rossow of 3./KGiJ) 54, were lost, Pallenda being killed and the other twa 
injured. In total J 7 and |./KG(J) 54 lost five pilots killed and 14 missing. Apart from those already 
mentioned, other pilots killed included Chit. Walter Wagner, Kapitan of 3./JG 7, Ob!t. Walther Wever, 
Ger Heim and Uf 
were such that they described the day as “the great Jet massacre’, 

The day's severe damage to the jet bases in northern Germany forced most units to move south. 
The plan was for the Stab of JG Ff and |.,AGi(J) 54 to transier by way of Brandis (near Leipzig) and Alt 
Lonnewit (north of Dresden), to Saaz (now “#atec) and Prag-Rusin respectively. |. and WL/JG 7 were 


Memmingen and Landsberg. Most damage was caused at 


of them from JG 7? 


fz. Kohler, In addition, Obit. Walter Schuck of 3./JG 7, baled out. American successes 


also to be temporarily assembled at Brandis and Alt Lonnewitz, but they never appeared at the former 
base. The Stab of KG(J) 54 went to Furstenfeldbruck near Munchen, 

The 2./JG 400 was also active on 10 April, LL Fritz Aelb’s Me 163 making an attack on a 
Lancaster formation with the radically new 50 mm SG 500 Jagerfaust upward firing weapor. Passing 
just below the bomber, the weapon was automatically triggered which blasted it from the sky. Also on 
LO Apnil, |. UG 400 received orders to begin conversion to the Ho 229 all-wing jet fighter, although plans 
for the production of this revolutionary aircraft were far from ready. By the 14 April, conditions at 
Brandis were such that all remaining Mé 163s were destroyed and most of the remaining personnel 
ordered to transfer to the German Army. Many of the remaining aircraft from Wl. /JG 400 were captured 
when the unit surrendered to British troops at Husum in May 1945. 

By now, noelonly were many airfields becoming untenable but the shortage of fuel was worsening. 
General Josef Kammbhuber, woo acted as Goring’s personal “General Plenipotentiary for Jet Aircraft’ 
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ordered: ‘Attention is drawn to the urgent necessity for the utmast economy in the use of J2. Waste 
must net continue. Aircraft are not to taxi to parking olaces under their own power. Formation 
commanders to be instructed under threat of court martial,’ 

On 1? April, Ofw Franz Gapp of &./KG(U)) 6 flew the unit's first operation to intercept a P-3&8 
reconnaissance aircraft. Two days later Il./JG 7, in the midst of transfering from Alt Lonnewitz to Prag, 
reported 22 Me 262s on hand. As the Gruppe took off the Me 262 piloted by the Aapitan of 
L1./JG 7, Obit. Erwin Stahlberg, was shot down by an American P-51. To make matters worse, weather 
conditions forced the unit to land at Plattling rather than Prag. A second Me 262, this time from 
LviG 7, was shot down by another P-51 near Riesa. The pilot. Fan Amo Thirm, baled out. This was 
possibly the first operational loss by this Gruppe. 

The period that followed, ight up to the end of toe war, was marked by the issuing of conflicting 
commands, edicts and orders from various Luftwaffe commands and Hitler's plenipotentiaries. For 
example, the Luftwaffe order that JG 7 should transfer to airfields in Bavaria was countermanded by 
oo Obergruopentuhrer Hans Kammier, the Fuhrer's ‘Plenipotentiary for Jet Aircraft’ on 15 April. He 
directed that the unit should move to bases at Eger, Saaz and Prag-Rusin from where it could continue 
its defence of Berlin, Consequently, JG f's remaining aircraft left Alt Lonnewitz and Plattling for Prag 
where they were joined by the Me 262s from I.,/AG(J) 54 and Ill_/AGU) 6. By the end of the day there 
were about 60 Me 2625 at this airfield. 

Apart from conventional bases, preparations were also in hand for the jets to operate from 
autobahns, the grass median strips of which were to be concreted over. By LT April all the Me 262 
fighter units had arrived at their new bases; JG 7, |.,/KG(J) 54 and IIl./KG(J) 6 were now at Prag-Rusin, 
JV 44 at Munchen-Riem, Stab/AG(J) 54 at Forstenfeldbrick and IIl.KG(J) 54 at Neuburg, Also at this 
time, both WG 7 and JV 44 were making increasing use of the RAM rocket, Adolf Galland shooting down 
two B-26s with this devastating weapon on 15 April, 

Advancing Allied troops forced |./JG 1 to move again on 15 Apwil, this time to Leck in Schleswig-Holstein., 
The speed with which the He 162 had been introduced meant that it handled with extrerne sensitivity and, 
at one time, pilots were ordered not to fly at over 500 km/h (310 mph) and above 3,000 m (10,000 ft) or 
for longer than 15 minutes. Following modification and testing the He 162 proved to be a relatively pleasant 

alrcrart to tly in the hands of an expenenced pilot, but caution stll had to be exercised, particularly 
In the application of the rudder controls. However, by 1945, the majority of the Luftwarfe's fighter 
plots were inexpenenced youngsters, and the relatively few of them who flew the He 162 found if 
more than a handful to master, frequent accidents being expenenced during training. As for the plan 
to train hundreds of teenage members of the Hitler Youth to fly the aircraft, this would have proved 
litthe short of unrealistic lunacy. 

On 17 April about 20 Me 262s fram JG 7 flew operations, Majar Spate, Obl. Bohatsch and 
Qprt, Stehle each claiming a bomber in the Dresden area. Around Prag, Lt. Fritz R. Muller, Orw, 
echoopler and Ofw. Pritz! both claimed kills and a B-17 was shot down by Hptm. Eder near Barlin. 
The unit did not have it all its own way though, a Schwarm of four Me 262s from JG 7 led by Qo 

Hans Grunberg all being shot down. Only the leader escaged with his life. Further south, seven Me 

2625 from JV 44 were in action, Claiming one enemy aircraft destroyed and one probable. One of 

these may have fallen to Uff. Schallmoser who 

rammed a 6-17. He baled out safely, 
Next day. six Me 2625 from JV 44 led by Galland with 
Oberst Steinhott heading the second flight of three,” prepared 
to take off to intercept American bombers near Regensburg. 
AS it neared take-off speed, Steinhoff's Me 262 hit a small 
bomb crater, crashed and burst inte flames. He survived, but 
Was terribly Burnt. 

Just after this, the Aommodere of KG{J) 6, Oberst 
Hermann Hogeback, was ordered to take commend of all jet 
units in the greater Prag area and combine therm into a battle 
froup to be known as Gefechtsverband Hogebach. He now 
had effective control of JG 7, 1L./AGQ) 54 and Ill./KGU)) 6, ail 
based al Prag-Rusin. 


So. JY 24 usually flew in flights of three aircraft while JG 7 used the more familiar Schwarm of four. 
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BEDDOW During Gite April, Obstt 
Hermann Hoagpecback irmeht) took 
over command of the remaining 
Me 262 units based in the Prag 
area including mast of [tr 7 
Leki) eb ane UL Ra it 1h i, Con 
the 2h of the merth, hes 
Gefechisveraand wie orion by 
Gencraimajor Dietnich Peltz (eit) 
Io concentrate on attacking all 
SOW ECL Drops approaching Berlin 


from the acach. ln the bag kercunal 


cH this photogragh is the badge of 
Kee te, which Hewecback hind 
previcwialhy comminded 





was worsening, Kammier informing Goring on 21 Apnil that: 
impossible for [he jets to remain iq the Prag area because only enough 
fue! is available for one operation. Because resupply by rail cannot be 
Buaranteed, and supoly by tanker Jorry is no longer possible, these 
stocks will fave fo be used for transfer. Transfer fo northern Germany 
is Now wnpossiile because of the destruction of the serweme and 
supply organisation.’ Next day it was reported that there were 34 cubic 
1,200 cu. ft.) of J2 fuel at Prag-Rusin and only 20 cubic 
metres (700 cu. ft.) at Prag-Letnian. In contrast there were 218 cubic 
netres (7, 7OO cu. ft.) of J2 fuel at Lechfeld in Bavaria. 

On 23 April, JV 44 established its headquarters in a converted 
Jirls’ school near Munchen. Next day, it flew two sorties against 
8-26 formations over southern Germany. The first was by eleven aircraft, the second by five, The action 
rasulted in the destruction of two B-265 and one P-51 with a further three B-26s probably destroyed. 
Two Luftwarfe pilots were reported missing. The first was an unidentified Oberfahnrich, the secand the 
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widely respected Oberst Lutzow, He was lost near 
Donauwerth, but his body was never found, By this time 
JV 44 had established a small unit of Fw 190 B-9s and 
D-1is under Ct. Heinz Sachsenberg to protect its airfield 
at Muncher-Riem from marauding enemy fighters. To 
avoid German anti-aircraft gunners from mistaking them 
for enemy fighters, the undersurfaces of their Fw 190s 
were painted a bright red with white stripes, 

NN. (KG) 6 flew a very successful mission on the 
JIth, claiming seven enemy aircratt including two B-1 is 
by Of Franz Gapp of the &, Staffel. One Me 262 was 
shat down southevest of Prag and two others were 
damaged. Near Dresden, a Schwarmn of Me 262s from 
|. “AGU) 54 shot down two other American aircraft. Near 
Warnemunde, the Kornmandeur of L/iG 1, Aptn. Pau-Heinnich Gahne, was killed when his 
He 162, which had only just taken off, skidded in a turn, somersaulted and crashed into the 
river Warne. His place was taken by 4 veteran of the Spanish Civil War, Major Werner Zober, 

On 25 Aoril Oberst Hogeback was ordered by Pelt? to use all his jets to attack Soviet 
troop columns aporoaching Berlin from the south, At the same time, |./AG 57 handed over 
its remaining mine Me 262s to JV 44, although the previous day the latter unit had 
requested that it be sent no more aircraft since it cid not have the facilities to handle 
them! The Sfad anc li./AGil) 54 were disbanded with their remaining personnel 
transferring to ground fighting with the 368, Volksgrenadier-Division. 

Iwelve Me 2625 from JV 44 were involved in an air battle with 40 6-265 in the 
Neuburg area, One of JV 44°s aircratt was the Me 262 A-la/Ud4 fitted with a 50 mm 
MK 214 4 cannon and prodably flown by Major Wilhelm Herget, a night fighter Exoerte. 
Five enemy aircraft were shot down Tor the loss of two Me 2625, one to a technical fault, 
the other to fighters. JG 7 flew what was probably its last operation against American four- 
engined bombers. Five pilots claimed victories against the B-17s: Major Spate (two! and 
Vit, Schipoler, Ofw Gobel, Li. Kelb and Liff. Engler one each, One of 9./JG 7's pilots, 
For, Hans-Guido Mutke, was forced to land his Mé 262 at Zurich-Dubendorf in Switzerland 
due to lack of fuel. He was interned. Lt. Sepp Huber of Il. AG(i 6 crashed on take-off 
from Prag-Fusin and he was killed. 

Thirtyone aircraft from lll./AKGil) 6 and JG 7 flew a combined operation on 26 April 
against Russian supoly columns in the Cottbus-Bavuizen area. They destroyed two aircraft 
on the ground and six motor vehicles with their RAM rockets. Twelve Me 262s from JV 44 
ntercepted B-26s which had been briefed to bomb Lechfeld. [he attack was led by Galland 
who opened fire with his RaMs, Blasting one of the bombers from the sky. His wingman, 
Uffz, Schallmoser, shot down a P-47. In total JV 44 claimed five 6-265 and a P-47 for the 
oss of two Me 262s. Galland received a bad leg injury but still managed to land his 
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Me 262 at Munchen-Riem despite a strafing attack by P-47s. His place was taken, next day, by Obstit. 
Heinz Bar, whose own Ill.EJG 2 had been disbanded. 

After two loads of fuel arrived at Prag, Gefechtsverband Hogeback was able to fly ground-attack 
sorties against Soviet supply columns in the Cottbus area during the evening of 27 April. A total of 65 
vehicles and six Soviet I-2s were destroyed for the loss of two Me 262s including that piloted by the 
Staffeikapitan of f./KG(J) 6 Obit, Henning Guide. During an American attack on Munchen-Riem, 
Me 262s of JV 44 shot down five P-47s. The successful pilots included Obstit. Bar (two), Lt Franz 
Koster (two) and Major Wilhelm Herget (one). 

On 29 April, 18 Me 262s from Gefechtsverband Hogeback attacked enemy forces on the roads 
between Bautzen and Weisswasser, but four pilots from the virtually defunct Il./“KAGiJ) 54 were shot 
down. These included Hptm. Helmut Kornagel, Staffelkapitan of 6./AG(J) 54, injured at Prag-Rusin and 
Hpim, Hubert Spadiut, Kapitan of 5./KG(J} 54, who baled out safely During the evening JV 44 
transferred 21 aircraft from Riem to Salzburg and Innsbruck in the face of advancing American armour. 
At the same time, other aircraft from the unit together with ground echelons from |./KG(J) 54 were 
ordered to transfer to Bad Aibling or Innsbruck. JV 44 then retained a strength of 25 aircraft at Riem. 

Next day, nine Me 262 bombers from |./AG 51 joined the Gefechtsverband at Prag-Rusin. An 
aircraft of |./KG(J) 54 was shot down by Soviet flak, but a pilot from the same unit destroyed an Il-2, 
Two other |i-2s fell to Ofhr. Wittbold and a Yak-9 to Obit, Schiiter of JG 7 during the last days of April. 
By early May, the fuel situation in the Prag area had worsened further and on the 2nd, 22 Me 262s 
from JV 44 were flown to Innsbruck but seven 
crashed, perhaps deliberately, on landing. On Bar's 
orders the engine regulators were then removed and 
taken to a remote Alpine village and thrown into a 
lake. Next day, JV 44's remaining Me 2625 were 
destroyed by their ground crews just as American 
tanks arrived at Salzbure-Maxglan airfield. By this 
time, JV 44 had been officially redesignated IV_/JG 7. 
This order seems to have had its origins in the 
animosity which existed between Galland and the 
new General der Jagoflieger, Oberst Gordan Gollob, 
who attempted to undermine the former's influence. 
l./KAG(J) 54 was officially disbanded. and the 
remaining elements of JG 7 in Bavaria surrendered to 
the Americans. 

On 4 May, JG 1, claimed the first He 162 victory 
when Ct. Rudolf Schmitt from the 1. Staffel shot down a Typhoon. Three days earlier |. and |l./JG 1 had ABOVE: Pilots and 
been merged and re-organised with an operational Gruppe known as |.(Einsatz)/JG 1 and a training prevuuriel init 
Gruppe designated Il.(Sammel)/JG 1. No further operations were flown by the unit before Leck was ceappesennt 44 
captured by British troops on 6 May. Most of the unit's He 162s were found lined up in neat rows on to its dispersal. The 
the airfield. dircralt Curries a 

A day earlier an uprising had begun in Prag. Hofeback's jets were immediately ordered to fly renner inves fj 
missions within the city limits to support Waffen-SS units fighting the Czechs. A combat unit was — forwand fusehize 
created at Prag-Rusin to help the personne! of the enemy-encircled airfield at Kletzan. Soon afterwards 
the renegade Russian Genera! Bunjatschenko, heading Wlassow’s 1st Division of the ROA, demanded 
that Gefechtsverband Hogeback hand over its entire motor pool. This demand was refused and 
Bunjatschenko’s forces subsequently made an assault on Prag-Rusin with armour and artillery, 

Nl. /AG(J) 6 then took off to defend the airfield, attacking the ROA armour and machine gun posts. 

Attacks against Wiassow’s troops continued during the next two days, the ROA forces co ming 
within 300 metres (1,000 ft) of the airfield perimeter and pouring fire at the airport buildings and 
hangars. The airfield would have been taken if the Germans had not positioned two 12.5 cm flak 
Datteries between the city and the airfield. During the late afternoon of 7 May the last jets took off 
from Rusin to attack Soviet troops. With all their ammunition expended, they landed at Saaz where all 
nor-operational aircraft were blown up. Next day, the jets that rernained took off from Saaz to attack 
soviet armour, perhaps the last jet sortie of the war being flown by the Kapitan of 2./JG 7, Obst. Fritz 
Stehle, who shot down a Soviet Yak-9. With the news of the German surrender at midnight, most of the 
jets that remained were set on fire or blown up. 
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“Some fighter had tried to get me 
again but was too late...” 


Herbert Schliiter, Stab/|G 7 





correspondingly low. Those of us who had come trom Aownrendo Stamp were incorporated 
into the MWabsstaffel of fs 7 and hardly had contact with the others. | Knew oo one, other than 
Of, Stratman who had been a flying instructor with me 

“Tonk flew very few missions but | never discovered the reason. | assume it was the lack of fuel 
anil spare parts because we had mone pilots than aircraft. | flew three sorties on the Eastern Front. 
The orders were to atteck Hussiin troops on the ground, Our aircraft were armed with two 40) mm 
ME 108 cannon. Onee a 250 ke bomb was slung beneath the aircraft. | always flew alone. 1 did not 
sec much achoen wither because there were no enemy troops in the target area or | could rarely 
distinguish between friendhy and enemy troops, ,' 

“On one these flights, I was octurning to Prag-Rusin when | encountered a Sovict fighter-bomber agave: Le Herbert Schititer 
formation Maing on a southwesterly heading ac an altitude of berween L.S00 and 2.000 metres served asa fighter pilot with 
(3.000 and 6.500 1, There was at hirge number of IL-2s in rows of eight to ten with more fiving on L0G 300 before: joinines 
a paralie! course behind them. Numerous escort fighters were positioned! above and below. | Romunande Stamp. 
dttucked the formation but fighters appeared and turned to resist my attack. ] could not chance a 
dogfight. 1 turned and escaped in an easterly direction only to turn again and renew my attack. Again 
the fighters saw me too soon and I had to break off It was clear to me that only the clement of surprise would allow me to be successful. After 
flying in an easterly direction, | turned and few at an altitude of 180-200 metres (59656 ft) on a south-westerly heading, As soon as | saw the 
formation dbowe, | pulled up on full power and found a number of fighters in front of me. | was very close when they turned into my attack, 
Now with reduced speced | was able to pull tighter turns A burst of fire and one of the fighters broke up in Hames. 1 was almost hit by the 
debris, Now Twas in the middle of the formation and since | could not risk a doghght, I had to break away again. When the Me 262 lost airspeed 
it accelenited slower than a conventional aircraft, | therefore decided to play a trick familiar to all fighter pilots when it was imperative to suck 
To an opponent who was trying to evade by out-turning his pursuer. Deflection shooting. That meant not te aim straight at the tanget but to 
direct my fire at an imaginary point where the aircraft is going to be I] was now the pursued and had to counter their attempt to hit me with 
deflection shooting. | dropped my lett wing in order to fake a turn, held the rudder over and flew straight at a declining angle of 12 to 15 
degrees on full power As | did so, salvos of large calibre bright red tracer streamed by to my left.The Russians had learned their lessons well, 
Despite this serious situation, ] could not avoid a lithe laugh. My fuel was too low for another attack. We needed a fuel reserve because of the 
Mustangs whose practice it was to wail for us at Prog-Rusin. My ball was a probable because | dicl mot have aowitness ane did not observe the 
wreckaae hit the ground 

“On most davs we had to wait for mission orders. They never came. Ladd ty a mission under the leadership of .Wajor Sprite. We Mew five aircraft 
against a bomber formation that had attacked Dresden or Leipsig. My aircraft was armed with pwo 30mm cannon and 24 R4M rockets. Shorthy before 
we took off someone cin up frantically waving and climbed on to my wing. | opencd the canopy and he told me that | had a new version of the H4M 
rocket and that it could be fired from a distance of 1,000 metres (3,280 ft). Soon we had sight of a formation of 117s on a nonth-westerly heading. 
We climbed albove them and attacked from behind at a dive angle of diree to five degrees and at high speek Ata distance of S00 meters (3 000) 1), 
Lhad a pair of bombers in my sight and pushed the bution to fire a salvo of rockets. None of them fired. My first thought was corrosion under the 
button and T squcezed it harder. Nothing happened. What I clicl not know at the time was that my aircraft had sustained many hits from defensive fire. 

“Now | decided to close in at greater speed and pulled the throttle to idle. Unlike piston<iriven aircraft where the propeller acts as a brake 
and we could adjust our speed to that of the target, the Me 262 Mew on without a noticeable reduction in speed. At a distance of about 
200 metres 6656 ft) [fired the first burst with my cannon, The rear of the bomber, especially around the stabilizer was hit. Then | fired another 
burst inte the lett wing between the number one engine and the fusclige. Both engines were hit and the wing between the number onc engine 
and the fuselage was ripped open The wing was on fire. Many parts came off ancl sailed through the air. | kept firing and flew under the bomber 
ata distance Of 10-20 metres (300) f1), 

“A few seconds later | felt my aircraft shudder as the beft wing dipped and at the same time the nose went down. After firing, | had immediately 
eon hack to full power but now | threaded back bo idle and tried to continue to fly horizontally. | could not move the concrol column. With all rv 
strength | tried again. Impossible! The control column would not budge The angle of the wing increased and the airspeed reached frightening 
proportio#ns. | had not looked at the airspeed indicator even when | had approached the bombers. knew from past experience that with a dive angle 
of fee to seven depress, a speed of 94-900 kimyh (384-590 mph is reached very quickly and | was (hing much fister mow, 

“Miainv thoughts flashed through my bead. | remembered from conversion training the insistent warnings not to approach 1.000 km/h 
(620 mph). had ahways followed thar dictum. | also thought about the expenence of a fellow pilot who had reached or had gone beyond the 
1.000 koh limit, When he had finally regained control he had ton the fuel tank from its fastenings and put a huge cence in the bottom of the 
fuselage. Fortumately, at this point the centrifugal forces ceased bo be a problem, | was aware of the situation that | found myself in and that | 
could not afford to make a mistake. The Me 262 had an electric aileron trim system. Very quickly | tapped the trim toggle switch and te my 
ereal relief the lett wing lifted a litthe.[ repeated this several times and the wing lifted completely. Now [ had to do the same thing to the elevator 
trim. This also worked, | was (Tying normally again. little later [set the trim to make the aircratt a litth tai-hbeavy and the nose shot up rapidly, 
When the airspeed reached 660 km/h (335 mph) | grabbed the control column and the aircraft was again under full control, 


qe | was the sccomd half of April and the situation was hopeless on all fronts. Morile was 
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‘A dew minutes later | observed a group of Mustangs, about 50-60 of chem, 500 metres (1.640 f0) below me and fying in my direction. 
Lattacked immechately in a 12-15 degree dive. The Americans had obviously seen me because they discarded their drop tanks and dived away. 
My curspeed increased rapidly and | had the same problems as before and was forced to break off the attack. 

“LT retumed to Prag-Rusin, Take-atts and landings there were very difficult because Mustangs were frequently in the vicinity of the airfield. 
The period after take-off until full speed was reached and the time before landing when airspeed had to be reduced made the Me 262 very 
Vulnerable to attacks by piston-engined fighters. For this reason | had developed a landing technique to cut the risk of being shot down. 
Lapproached a litle village with a pointed church spire that was located about 40 km ¢25 miles) from the airfield, From there | Mew ar an 
ititude of between 30-30 metres (100-100 ft) with a compass heading to the runway. Shortly before | reached the field, | had memorised a 
spot where T switched the turbines to idle and as soon as speed reduced to 400 km/h (250 mph), | activated the landing flap switch. The landing 
Taps did net activate however Because of the overload overnde and | was able to lower the landing gear with the emergency switch, The 
laniling wear was lowered in aplit seconds by compressed air The aircraft wanted to rear up st) that Thad to use the control column to keep it 
on the ground, completing a very fast landing. Now the Lunding Maps deployed and behind me 1 could hear the barking of the flak. Some fighter 
hand tried bo get oe again but was too kate, 

“After the landing | saw the reasens for my problems. The right wing was peppered with 10-12 bullet holes. The fuel cells of the rockets 
hid burned but the projectiles were intact. My aircrait must have been hit before | had attempted to fire the rockets. The covling of the right 
turbine also had bullet holes. The jet engine itself had not been damaged. Parts of the cowling had been torn off though when I increased my 
airspeed to dive away from the bombers, This would explain the shudder | felt and the ensuing acradvnamic imbalance had thrown the Me 262 
inte the virtually uncontrollable dive to the bet. 

“‘Timade my report and mentioned my probable kill, but since T had no witnesses and could nor report what had happened afterwards, it 
As ot accep ted Inoimy own mind | have no debts that the heavily damaged bomber could not have staved wirborne verv long afer my attack. 
Then | remembered that my Me 262 was equipped with a gun camera and the combat must have been filmed. However, when | returned to 
my suircraft 30) mntutes later to collect the film, 1 found that both it and camera had been stolen, 

“Our Siteffe! trinsterred to Saaz. 1 did not make any flights from there. The transfer flight to Saaz was my last in the Me 262, On 8 Mav the 
shooting stopped and we headed west in our lorries to surrender to the Americans next dav 


RCA, in February 
145, Korriarele 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechlin, February 1945 

Many Me 262s of JG 7's Stabsstaffel had rather unusual camouflage schemes such as that seen here. It comprised 
regular diagonal stripes of brownish green and mid-green (RLM 81 and 82} on the uppersurfaces, fading to 

similarly coloured mottling on the fin and rudder. This machine, possibly that allocated to the unit 

commander, Major Gerhard Stamp, had the double chevron of a Kommandeur painted in black 

outlined in white, plus the green number ‘1’ painted below the unit badge 
on the nose. 
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Rit: The pilot standing by the mose of 
the Me 2602 A-le in the foreground of this 
photograph is Cybit. Heinz Kall, 
Staftelkagitan of 3. ROC) 54. His 

TIL We dia] hatecred iurcnalt has an vnmieual 


cHmoullage pattem wm lacked! gorcens, 





Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. unknown) of 8./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, Spring 1945 
This aircraft appears to have been painted with medium green (82) on all uppersurfaces oversprayed with large patches of 
brownish green (8:1). No individual markings have yet been applied and the swastika also appears to have been omitted. 


AROVE AND BiG. This Me 2602 A-la may have been flown by 
Obie. Heme Rall Staltelkagritsry m BKC So who can be seen 
standing in frost of te jets nose in both photographs. The machine 
Appears mot to carry any unit coke but was beavily motiled around 
the mouse ond fuselage siches. 
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RG Ad UR: 46 hrs on 
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LEFT: This 

Me 2b2 A-la was 

| ape unread hy trons tl 
the Beiaish 145/79th 
Rites Ronald Piissirs as 
they awn) inte 
northern trermanv. The 
aircram bas a large red 
number's cuthewecl in 
Ww Pui [alin bee! Or Lec 
Loren’ tele ani 
may have belonged to 
LE} 2 


BELO: Three 

Me 2628 of 1/Kid yy) 34 
Photographed at “erbs4 
following a USAAF 

| woimbinige raid on the 
mintiek) cy 10 April 
145. The aircralt ont 
the left and contre 
have Onn entional 
carmen! lage while that 
bo the melt hems 
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Ae: Lilie mechanics = the 
Called ‘Wack Men’ on account of their 
black overalls - prepare JV 44's Me 262s 
at Brandenburg poor to the units trinster 
[cs ohs operniticrial hase of Mimachen-Riem 


at Ube end of Merch 1544. 





ABOVE: Acnember of [V 44's ground crew assists a pilot from the 
Lit ab bo set ot On a tining mission im Manch 144 

The Me 262 A-la (Wor, 1 P0596) castes a laree ped letters on cither 
side of the fuselage orwand of the cross which is repoutod on the 
nom heel door, bt also has the legend \A4) paunted i redon vareras 
parts of the airframe which probably indicated structural weaknesses 


2p PSire rel oe Chis Lianne siecreny alana. 





AC? This airralt 
Velhorw 9 of YL Raat) 6, 
aos cupturcd by American 
trays al Miunchen-Ricm as 
ihe end of the war The 
commander of the Stafhel 
was Hptm, Ciinter 
Owerdicks 





Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1la (W.Nr. 501232) of 9./KG(J) 6 at Neuburg am Donau, April 1945 
This Obertraubling built Me 262 carried KG(J) 6's red and black chequerboard unit identification bands around 
the rear fuselage. Some aircraft are thought to have carried the badge of IIl.,/KG(J) 6 which comprised three 


silver swans flying over the sea. 
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Mera Ute, Goluare 
Schillmoser was ying 
White: 3° the 

Me 262 A-la 

(Wer 1117455 tn the 
foocumourd ol this 
Photograph om -’ Agsril 
145 when le rartracd 
a P-ARL flinen ba 

2nd Lt William: Bunnelle 
of the 49th FS, 14 FAG 
Although the anrcritt 
mos damaged, he was 
able to Jarl safely 
SHallmaser mv be 
SCO cb tee ret 
boeether with another 
Poot ont PW ak 





LEP Another view of Me 262 A-la White 3° of 
TW 44 which, after reper following the chaise 
ie urned tn 4 April, woes Plow ot ciel Wyatt 
On 9 gal TO Apri! by Lil Pohann Rearl Mulder, 
On the secon of these operations Waller shat 


than a Pay 


Pere ae Thiet Me 262 was offen he ate ba 

Fw. Pehuand Schallmoser while be was Scrvirke With 
TW 44. Schallmoser was born on 4 October 1024 a 
Avling near Munchen ard jouned the Luttwatte in 
Oa] An excrenncly « Opera milo, he (LS 
Issied to the Plugichirschide Queilinburg as an 
Instructor, biter serving: successively with G./Jir [T, 
Sofi L12 ana | eis To Ae began trainee on the 
Mle 26 with Elo 2 at Unterschbiuershacn 
behore being iransicmed to [WV 44 in March 145, He 
hwice inadvertently nomad enemy aircraft, fut 
hath times succerdec in baling owt After the ena i 
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14fOVE: A number of Foy 130 es and 1-1 |) s-meere chelivercad to the soecalled 
Papegail Staffel or Wirger Staffel’ of JV 44. This aircraft, Red 1° OW Ne O04 24) had a 
red and white quartered bade painted beneath the cockpit outlined on a block 
cache with the motto (in Bavarian cialecti ’ Verkauit’s mei Gwcankd i feahe in Himenel! 
Sell ow clothes, Dim pong 60 heaven! }in white 


RIGHT. Four pilots from the 

Pape) Wirger State! of [V 44 pose in 
front of one oof their Pa 190 Ds which 
has red unckersuriaces with chorcdwise 
wlute SLTIPHCS ce enable Ler 


identification by therit own anteaircraen 





gunners, From lett to right are: La, Karl- 
Heing Hoffmann, Hptm, Kis Faber, 
Lt. Hein? Sachsenberg and Hptm. 
Waldemar Wubke. 1) i hecvuphit chat the 
photograph was taken on | Maw Poe, 


ABORE: Another of PV 44's ainheid protection Pa 190 Des 
wis Coded ‘Red 14°.This aircrift’s motte, painted in white on 


the port side of the fseclape, reads: "Kein mus cr und wenn 
possity at Aineing aidield Wir beide wainen! Cin it goes even if it brings tears to 





Clir eres) 


Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 (W.Nr. 400240) of the Sachsenberg Staffel of Jagdverband 44 

at Munchen-Riem, April 1945 

The uppersurfaces of the Staffel's Fw 190s were finished in a segmented pattem of medium grey (RLM 75) 
and medium green (RLM 82) with the top of the fuselage having some brownish green (RLM 81) patches. 
The pale blue (ALM 76) undersurfaces were overpainted bright red with white chordwise 

stripes to enable easy identification. 





<< 
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LEFT: (en & Above 1o4s 
five Me 2625 from 
Cerechitsverhanal 
Hiovectkeck surtclercil 
te Mintish trom pes al 
Fassbery in Germany. 
Phesses icc huchesc| 

Alack XW SOC) 
fown by Fora. Aains 
Frohlich of 2.)Ktr 5] 
Cio the betta White 4° ot 
20/1 7 ORIN DD Doth 
piloted by Cubitt. Fritz 
Stehic. Kapicin oF 

- PL " tnd “Wellow 4 
CW Per. 1 11K) flown 
ny Lhe, Abo 
Schoopler at 10. 7 
All five aircraft were 
swihacqucnily test Mow; 
by British pilots 





AG Te miei 
fighter pilot, Major 
Wilhelm Hereet. flew at 
least Ome sortic with 
the We 262 A-la/l 4 
(Wor. LILO) armed 
with a “4h mn MK ZI4 
cannon 90 25 Aoril 
149, he encore 
the Beis of the LS 
42400 Bomb Cero 
fino Crews boon 
Which described the 


ro 


ee 


weapon as looking like — 
1 aint telephone =f 
parle. 





LEFT This Me 2602 A-la. HA+GR 
(WoONT. 11290), 2 kien 00 hee been 
flown by Lt Gunther Nedlhardt of 

Taf RO) S4on 2 Rebruary 1445, ane 
Cw, Poiedrich Gentach of LR) 4 six 
days later Three training fights were 
dsc mack: with the aircraft on & 
February by Newlharde at Neuburg, bast 
the aircealt was dese roy a in ari gur naa 
on 25 bebruary, bie individual aircratt 
better ir wks panied! white with the 


reining part ol the code in binck 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Jagdverband 44 at Munchen-Riem and 
Salzburg-Maxglan, April 1945 

Most Me 2625 flown by JV 44 had plain dark green uppersurfaces with simple white numbers painted forward of the 
fuselage Balkenkreuz. The undersurfaces were in pale blue (RLM 76). 


LbPi his Me 202 of [VY 44 nin off the 
runway int SalebuneMaxvlam in Austria on the 
nominee 2 Ap 1a ane was howe in 


This corchitien by Aner Greys 





LAO: Reliteeely few pliotoprapis exist dal 

&- Me 2626 0f DL KOCD 6. This shows one of the 
* wi ' Unie Ss inonit ot Heroeenzich in April 145 
With its neal and black chequered sear hosel 


heeriel 











4 
‘Si 


L3G 400 emblem. 


a es Se : al : ) LOPE Corea Wc poset apap Slildstrah of 


Se I Pls Wiis aaastod onto the oockpyl Of has We 
— 164 BO Thee abort cannes the bade of che Scutel 
0 pias orcapee lent Nea wath the micetta Wie eine 


Phoah = Abeer (hho! ¢ Like a fhea - bout Che’). 
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= LPS The tiny site of 
the new Pe Ji? A=! wt 
fighter cof Lf pts | 
Photons plea i 
Lactwigsdiest in April 
Oa4 is shower fi 
Wahvniviae in thes 
pictiire. The aincralt bas 
black, white and rec 
fet tls ara wncl the PHASE 
With real wrremvaes 
hehinclh Whe 

SEMIN Cel Cie 
lather markinas remains 


TW Ser y 





hcrfff: This He ba? A-2 
(Woe 120225) was 

Pile at Heinkel's 
Hoestock plane and vases 
inde rel to FIG Dat 
Lucaiostipst. li has the 
ReIOW EUMer 

painted ion cither ade od 
the Cupacl ae Copa har 
with a large red arnw 


on Le cee 





AEPT: Li. Gerhard 
Stpcier if ais flea 
an He joe Az 

velkow 4 in the last 
werks of the war The 
areca carne 3 nile tee 
CoMprising iw lian (the 
emblem of “Samers 
home cuy cf Lurie) 
holding a number ’> 
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Le ery few 
openitions were fliawn 
by the He )G2 A-2s of 
Lofts | before the ecocl 
a the war, acl wien 
British forces cupturcd 
Lack iirtich, they 
discovered the unit's 
aircratt lined tp im meat 
MAS. cl eihes sacle ikl 
the ronway, Thecse 
machines carry the 
backs of the unit, a 
Black diving cagle on a 
Yellow shichd with a 
white cliaeonal hance 





Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./JG 1 at Leck, May 1945 

Although most He 162s carried the standard camouflage scheme allocated to the type, the dividing line between 
the upper and lower surface colours varied widely. The red arrow marking was common to the He 162 but its 
significance is unknown. 


Rica? ttis interesting 
te note the oiferesnecs 
in the corel age 
Les ff these 

4/itr 1) He Die A-2s 
Nie aircraft in the 
forcermund. Vellow 4 
CW Sor 1 AMS, hes 
dark green vertical rail 
suriaces with wiht 
outline Hakenkrewes 
While most of the 
remains aire ralt have 


pula: Puligg: Ciirls waa hh 





bleck Gun SWS bias 


Jet Fighters and 


Camouflage and Markings 


3 eginning with the V6 and including the V7, the pre-production S1 to S7 and the production batch 
Up to MWerinummer 130190, all Me 262s were delivered in overall pale blue grey (RLM colour 76) 
finish, From the Me 262 V& to V10 and continuing with production aircraft the splinter camouflage 
pattern on all uppersurfaces first used on the Me 262 V1 to V5 was reintroduced. This was based on 
that introduced for the Bf 110 C series which was also employed for the Me 262's contemporary, the 
Me 210. This pattern was retained by the Me 262 until revised in 1944. Initially the colours of this 
pattern were dark grey (RLM 74) and medium grey (RLM 75) but, from August 1944, several 
combinations of greens and browns (RLM &1, 82 and 83) sometimes with medium grey (RLM 75) and 
occasionally green (RLM 81 and 82) fuselage mottling were introduced. By the end of the war, virtually 
any combination of camouflage colour and pattern could be seen on the aircraft depending on what 
paints were available and how much time the mechanics, then mostly operating under impossible 
conditions, could spend on painting their charges. 

Similarly, all early Me 1635 were painted RLM 76 overall but, from the middle of 1943, this was 
replaced by a camouflage scheme similar to that adopted for the Me 262. Like its jet contemporary, 
the fuselage sides of the Me 163 were usually finished in a variety of mottles or blotches of solid 
colour. The colours and patterns used for these finishes again varied widely, but mainly comprised 
combinations of various greens. Me 163s built by the Klemm company differed from those from the 
Messerschmitt factory in that they had a blotched camouflage pattern which covered virtually the entire 
fuselage. Messerschmitt-built aircraft always had the part of the fuselage below the wing painted in the 
undersurface colour, Undersurfaces of both the Me 163 and Me 262 were always in pale blue 
(RLM 76); although a late war directive had suggested those of the latter should remain unpainted to 
conserve oll based paints, 

The official camouflage directives for the He 162, issued on 18 January and 28 February 1945 stated 
that the uppersurfaces of the fuselage and port wing and tailplane should be painted brown violet (RLM 81) 
with the turbojet, top of the starboard wing and medium green 
(RLM 82), All undersurfaces were to be pale blue (RLM 76). Although this directive was adopted, there were 
extensive variations in the interpretation of the positioning of the dividing lines between the upper and lower 
Surface colours. For example, some aircraft had 
(RLM 81 of &2) while others were pale blue, and some aircraft even had pale blue turbojet cowling sides ". 

The colours and styles of German aircraft national insignia varied widely at this time. The 
Baikenkreuz could be applied as black crosses outlined in white, as plain black outlines or as plain white 
outlines. The Hakenkreuz were applied in a similar outline format or as solid black or white markings. 


horizontal tail in 


their vertical tail surfaces painted in 


ue 


a 
' 


a A BL ae 
7o i ; roth | 


ey 


5. The RLM colour references have been included as a guide, because in many cases these were not used by 


Intusiry or the Air Ministry. 








Photogriphed at 
Point Cook airfield 
in Australia in the 
early LOTUS, this 
Me 164 la 
CW LOPS) 
unlike other 
captures (rerman 
HC, wis 1M 
repainted! until 
LO. It carries. a 
Simbir CoMmMNcur yer 
scheme in the 
same COohours as the 
We £62 shown 
above but with the 
thilition of 
Pollowish-erecen 
primer on part oF 
the vertical tul 
surfaces ancl 
puibclaes cet real 
oxide showin 
throug ly 


a's 
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AELCW. Mast 
preorv pc and carly 
prichuction Whe 
Toss and Me 262s 
had cverall pabe 
bloe (RLM FO) 
finish with aw four- 
loner 


Stammkennzeicle ri. 


an fourletier code, 
applicd to the 
fuselage in black 
This aircrat, the 
Me 164 BV 14, was 
ooled VO+EW. 





Each German aircraft had a Werknunmmer (serial number) usually painted on the vertical tail surfaces 
below the Hakenkreuz. By this stage in the war these were six-figure numbers and were allocated in batches 
for each manufacturer or licence builder. Those for the Me 163 and the two jet fighters were as follows: 


Me 163 4 prototypes Messerschmitt (Mitt) Augsburg 163 00 00 001 to 010 
Me 1636 prototypes Mtt Augsburg 163 100 10 to 79 

Me 1636 production Mitt Augsburg 191000 

Me 1636 production Klemm, Boblingen 440000) 

Me 262 Vito VS prototypes Messerschmitt (Mtt) Augsburg 262 000 001 to 005 


Me 262 V6 to ss 


pre-production 


Mtt Augsburg 


130001 to 130010 


Me 262 A production Mitt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 130011 onwards 
Me 26? 4 production Mtt Leipsheim & Schwabisch Hall 170000 
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 110000 
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 117000 
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 112000 
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 113000 
Me 262? A production Mtt Obertraubling & Waldwerk 101010) 8) 8) 
Me 262 A production Mtt Obertraubling & Waldwerk BO LOO 
Me 262 A production REIMAHG Kahle LOOOOO 
He 162 M1 to M10 = prototypes Heinkel Wien 200000) 
He 162 A production Heinkel Rostock 120000 
He 162 4 production Junkers Bernburg S00000) 


Early production Me 163s and Me 262s and the prototype He 1625 carried four letter radio call signs 
(Stammkennze:chen} painted on the fuselage sides in black; two letters on either side of the GBalkenkreuz. 
The first three letters were normally issued in batches with the last letter changing in alphabetical sequence. 
For example the first five prototype Me 262s were coded PC+UA to PC+UE and the next 26 
Me 262 production aircraft were VI+AA to VI+AZ, These letters were normally repeated below the wings, the 
first two letters below the starboard wing separated by the Ba/kenkreuz and the second two below the port. 

The first Me 163s operational with Erprobungskonvnanae 16 retained these markings including 
Spate’s V41 which his mechanics had painted red overall, Around August 1944, the unit adopted a 
revised marking system in which the code ‘C1° Ttollowed by a two digit number was substituted. ‘C1’ 
was painted in small black characters forward of the fuselage Gaikenkreuz while the number, (e.g. ‘05') 
appeared much larger in white. When the Komet entered service with JG 400, white or yellow numbers 
were painted aft of the fuselage cross. Unlike most fighter units, all photographic evidence points to 
the fact that no use was made of red or other coloured numbers. 

When the Me 26? was delivered to Erprobungskommando 262, this unit also employed white numbers 
but this time painted on either side of the fuselage just forward of the cockpit. A narrow, 300 mm wide 
yellow band was painted around the fuselage just behind the canopy. This form of marking was retained by 
Kommanda Nowetny which had received many of its aircraft from Erprobungskommando 262. When the 
latter Kommando became 10, /EJG 2 in November 1944, these markings were retained with the 11, Staffel 
adopting red numbers. An example of the latter was 
‘Red 5 in which Obit. Josef Bohm was shot down by 
a P-51 during a training flight on 25 February. 

With the formation of JG / in November 1944 
Standard Luftwaffe fighter markings were adopted. 
Identification numbers were painted on the 
fuselage sides, forward of the Balkenkreuz their 
colour indicating the Staffel to which they 
belonged, White was used for the first Staffel 
within the Gruppe, red or black for the second and 
yellow for the third. The Gruppe itself was 
identified by a symbol painted behind the fuselage 
cross, none for the first Group, a horizontal bar for 





ABOVE: The badec 


of 13.fEMe 2 seen 
on a crsned 
Me boa 


NiGHT: 
Photographed on a 
raelwry Wiaeat) puLst 
after the war, the 
Pura Bigsc cof this 
4/ he Tt He 162 
CITies a OF cor 
unit badges To the 
left is the pink 
demon omerging 
from the clhowds 
(hrst achopelod by 
Wi 1 before it 
brome [fo 1 on 
L April 1439. In 
the centre is the 
lion of Danzig of 
Alte VY amel toe the 
right is the winged 
l carried by 
ircraie Gt My | 
from late 1945. 
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the second and a vertical bar for the third. Staff aircraft used various black chevrons and bars 
edged in white. These were often suppemented by green numbers positioned beneath the unit 
badge which was painted farward of the cockpit, JG ? also carried 450 mm wide blue and red 
dentincation bands around the rear fuselage. These were adopted fram November 1944 and 
have often, and probably erroneously, been called ‘defence of the Reich’ bands. 

The first of the ald bomber units to be equipped with the Me 262, AGU) 54, initially retained its 
bomber code ‘BS’ painted in small black characters forward of the fuselage cross. with two further 
letters aft. Of these two letters, the first identified the individual aircraft and was usually painted in 
the Stab or Staffel colour (as indicated below!, The second letter identified the Stab (Headquarters 
light) or Staffer to which the aircraft belonged and was usually painted black. These were: 


A Geschwader Slab blue K 2. Staffel red FP 6. Steffel Wellow 
B |. Gruppe Stab freen L #63. Staffel vel low A 6. Steffer white 
Cc ll. Grupoe Stab green M 4. Starrei white S 8. Steftel red 
Dill. Gruppe Stab green N 65. Staffel red T &. Stafiel yellow 
H ‘1. Staffel white 


This marking system was retained by KG(J) 54 until late March 1945, when fighter markings similar to 
those used by JG / were adopted. Ill./KG(J) 6 usec this style of markings from the outset, Both units 
also cared unit identification bands, blue and white chequers being used by KGiJi 54 and red and 
black by AGid) 6, 

The final fighter unit to be equipped with the Me 262, JV 44, carried simple white numbers forward 
of the fuselage cross with no other identification markings. Towards the end of the war several 
additional aircralt were received by JV 44 from other defunct units and these often retained their 
onginal colours and markings. 

The markings adopted by the only operational unit to be equipped with the He 162, JG 1, 
comprised an individual aircraft identification number in the Staffel colour positioned on either side of 
the fuselage, just behind the cockpit. Many He 162s, but by no means all, had a large bright red arrow 
painted on each side of the nase, the significance of which is unknown, 

Wany operational jet and rocket fighter units carried some form of Geschwader, Gruppe or Staffel 
emblem. Perhaps the most familiar of these was the white running fox on a black diagonal bar 
supenmposed on a blue shield carried by the Me 2625 of JG 7. Other Me 262 Geschwader badges 
Included thase of AGU) 54 and KGiJ) 6. Each Me 163 Staffel apparently had its own badge. Known 
examples include 1./JG 400, 7.£G 400, 13., 14. and 15./EJG 2., and Several Staffel badges were 
camed by the He 1625 of JG 1 (HW 54 197) while other aircrall retained the emblem ef the Geschwader 
as previously used by its Bl 109s and Fw 190s. 

Apart from these markings, many of these aircraft carried coloured horizontal bands around the extreme 
nose. The colours of these bands Usually indicated the Staffel and/or Gruppe to which the aircraft belonged. 








JG 7 emblem. 





emblem. 





I. KG()) 6 
embbem. 





13. and 
14, /EJG 2 
emblem. 





14. /EIG 2 
emblem. 
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RiGaY The first five poutotypecs 
of the Me 262 had dark and 
medium grey (RLM 74 and 75) 
uppcrsurtaces with pale Pele 
(RLM 76) beonewih, but subsequecni 
arrcoift were finished in pak: blue 
(76) oven. The Me 262 Va, 
shown here, was the first aircraft 
tO employ ths échonpe anc also 
the first protatype to be fined 
with it Fully retractable tricvche 


under ATTA 





LEP! Dine remarkablh 
preserved colaur 
photogrmph of a recenth 
completed khe 202 

CW. | 1 ikotee) gives the 
student of set feehtet 
camouflage an exces 
IM Pression iW the standard 
schicme cmiplowedt. The 

UD PCrSuTices Were in a 

Sc seriou pallor ii 
precmish brown {RLM 81) 
anil ccl-ereen (RLM S24 
Wilh Matting of these 
Colours aver the pale bho 
CALM 7) fuselage sickes. As 
the wir drew to its 
COnCAiOn Mkiny Vearetinns 
of this acheme ao pcarca 
and by the end virtually am 
combination of colours 


could he seer 





AIGHT. The fusclape 
mothing applicd to the 
sites of the Me 262 
Was olen spy cal 
much mone thackh 
thant wsucal x Una i 
became a punt of the 
UDpersurhace 
colouring. [his aircraft, 
the second Me 202 YT 
CWoNe | TOA, was 
cmiplowed in wari 
bests. tts coche (°V" for 
Versus of 
capcncutal followed 
by the last three figures 
Of 1LS Werk tiunirnecr } 
WLR Was PINE cen 
each side of the 
fustlisge in white 
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FEF in Pehruary 1944 gn instruction 
WS ESL te German Fisehber Linits 
tiocwting coloured wait identification 
hands to cach G¢schwader These Kans, 
COT prising otic CY oe three Verliod 
beaks ce SU mn bot wad were 
nine around the rear fuselipe 

The marking allocated to [G 7 was Two 
mm wide bands of blue and rec 
The marking is shown bere on White 4 
ol Ofte TF owhch force boned in 


SLT in April 14S 


BELOW: The Me 20625 operated by Ia 7 
corned their identification numbers on 
he fear fuschia, borward of thie 
Aalkenkreuz. This aircrait of 2./)€> 7 fas a 
black number 4° outline in white. Behind 
the fusclage crows can be secon the blue 
and red wnt ioentificahion Pennids carrica 
by the teesec hires wer. | as Were ked aircraft 
has a Palle coloured) ose, perhaps leit in 
atu otal bebore the pron crew 

had time to re palin 








Rea: Most Me 2625 from both 
ULE, 2 and Komodo Nowotnr hac 
Hnrow welkorw bard) painted around 
the rear fusehige. “The tadpobe-like 
Gintnithise pattern painted on the 
Werbical taal surtaces of this dirceall was 
typical of that carried by these twa 
units during the lace auromn of 144 
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CEPR Cooboel Huurelel 

EO Weatson of the LS 
bein responsible for 
Transporine advances! 
Ceertmun curcratt hack to 
the USA in 
COMVETRLO Weh a 
Luhwatte officer with 
an Mle 62 Vellow 45° of 
Rody) & im the 
backeround This unit 
Caria red and black 
checgue red 
icbentihicaticen faricks 
Painted around Che rear 
Piuise Tare 





ARiOAT- Whe wiccralt of 
TEM 2 taal coker 


numbers painted on the 


















noascs of their Me 2h2s 
jst forward of che 

Cock pet This areca 

esl 2). was delivered te 


11 EM. 2 
5 TEDOW: The Werkniniiner 


(L222 2) was pomtcd i 
Mack on the outsale of che 
Vertical tall surtaces of this 
He loz A-e2 of 1G 1. From 
curly 1S 4, all mew Litrwatte 
aircraft were allocated! six 


cliveat serial niimnbers, 
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LEP. A twppcal 
Rlemin-built Me [is 
Coded White 14° oft 
fr 0), Jarst below the 
wink Cun be seen the 
back Ton a white 
circle which incdicared 
one of the filler points 
for | Sstoft The Penis 
lor C-Stall ouormeprised a 
bhick ‘¢ [eel inatenee iFM jl 


VClhOW SCLiare 


BeEOW, The 
comoullage melting 
an the sickes of 

Me lo4s budt be the 
Ricmn Caen 
cxitenched! toe cover 
frst HE Lee Pues Lae 
wundersauriaces. This 
Ae GU fees thee Pah 
tel Dts AO cot Lhe 
pot sick: aind has a 


white tip te the nose 





. al 7 
colocd in black 





"hy th | 


ABOVE AND RiGHT: Both 
foe HOC) weith Che Me fea gine 
Kin) 54 with the Me 262 
ddopied ovfoured nose bands 
which usially identified the 
Stihl fo whieh the: auncrafi 
belonged The Me 16% hes a 
Yellow nese indicating thet it 
beloneecd te 7. Ptr ath 
tactically the third Staffel in 
thes wariit's ff. ¢ TupHe } ow eile 
the Sle 262 has a band of 
white, bhack and yellow. The 
While itdicated the first 
Stulfel in Kert)) 54's thind 
truppee (ie. 7. Staffel) with 


ee 
Se eer 


vellow ihenmifvings Uhat sare 


CoP lipe[ ae. 





et Interceptors 
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Commanders of Luftwaffe Jet and Rocket-Propelled Fighter Units 



































Erprobungskommando 16 May 4? Apr 44 Oat “Heim. Wollgang Spate to We Gd 
Ape 44 4 Feb 45 Heim. Anton Ther 
Erprobungskommando 26.2 9 Dec 43 15 Jul 44 Heim. Werner Thierfeker LA 
Jul 4.4 7 Moy 44 Hotm. Horst Geyer to I. EPG 2 
Kommando Nowotny pe: 
Kommanidotuhner 26 Sep 44 8 Now 444 IMaior Walter “owotry KA 
Now 44 20 Now 44 Major Erich Hohager to WN Ma? 
iL, Staite 26 Sep 44 25 Oct 44 bit Paul Bley BL 
29 Oct 44 A) Now 44 OSL Joachim Weer to 9.56 7 
2. Stattel 26 Sep 44 4 Oct 44 Gott Atfred Tewmner KIA, 
B Onst 44 ZU) Nowy 2t4 Lit. Franz Schall to 10./Ma fT 
3. Staffel 25 Sep 44 20) Moy 4. Hot. Geow-Peter Echer to 11/56 7 
Dates begin at February (S45 when JG 7 began nequipping with fre He 162. 
Kommadore Feb 45 8 May 45 Oberst Harbert Ihlefeld 
|. Gruppe Kommandeure Feat 45 24 Apr 25 Hotn. PaulbHeinnch Danne Kha, 
25 Apr 45 8 May 45 Major Werner Zober 
1. Staffel Kapitan Fet 45 A May 45 Hot. Heine Kunreck 
2. Stalfel Kapitan Feb 45 8 May 45 Aotn, Woltang Ludewig 
3. Staffel Kapitan Feb 45 8 May 45 Got, Emil Dernuth 
il. Gruppe Kommandeur Feb 45 B hlay 45 Atri, Fisiwe 
4. Staffel Kapitan Feb 45 8 May 45 Manor Bernd Gallowitse hi 
5. Staffel Kapitan Feo 45 8 hlay 45 Hoth, Berghalz 
6. Staffel Kapitan Feb 25 A hlay 45 DAE. A ipprecht 
Jagdgeschwader 7 ‘Nowotny’ 
Kornericners 21 Noy 44 14 Jan 45 Oberst Johannes Steinhott to JW 44 
15 Jan 45 18 Feb 45 Hom, dajor Theodor Weissenberper injumedt 
19 Feb 45 7 Mar 45 Mayor Rudeit Sinner (acting) 
8 Mar 45 B May 45 Maar Wolfgang Spoate 
|. Gruppe Kommandeure 25 Aug 44 21 Moy 44. Hotm. Gerhard Baeker 
21 Moy 44 14 Jan 45 Hotm. Theodor Weissentinger to Stab Ma Tf 
15 Jan 45 4 Apr a5 (Mayor Ench Rudortter ta J¥ 44 
Ape 45 May 45 Oot. Ritz Stehle (acting! 
LL Staffel Kapitane 21 Nov 44 15 Apr 45 Obl. Hares Grinberg 
16 Agr 45 20 Apr a5 Ont, Bohatsch 
21 Apr 45 May 45 Ont, Gustay Sturn 
2. Staffel Kapitan 21 Noy 44 May 45. Oot. Fritz Stehle 
3. Staffel Kapitane 21 Noy 44 18 Mar 45 Onft, Hans Waldmann Kula 
19 Mar 45 10 Apr 45 Obit, Walter Wagner 
11 Agr 45 20 Apr 45 Ont, Hadi Weihs 
30 Apr 45 B May 45 Obit, Walter Schick 
i. Gruppe Kommancoure 25 Aup 44 12 Jan 45 unbricwen 
12 Jan 45 Feb 45 Major Hermann Staiger 
7 Feb 45 Apr 445 Heth. Luchig Gurkha 
15 4or 45 o hay AS Wiior Hans Keerrinn 
ll. Gruppe Kommandeure 19 Nov 44 14 Jan 45 Mayor Erich Hohagen 
15 Jan 45 4 Apr 45 Major Rudolf Sinner injured 
5 Apr 45 & May 45 idajor Johannes Naumann 
9, Staffel Kapitane 21 May at 21 Mar 45 Obit, Joachim Veber 
22 Mar 45 14 Apr 45 Lt. Erwan Stahiberg to 24./5G 7 
15 Apr 45 a Mey 45 Lt. Fritz Muller 
10. Staffel Kapitane 21 Moy 444 10 Ape 45 Ont. Franz Schall 
11 Apr 45 a May 45 Obit, Franz Kulp 
LL. State! Kapitane 21 May dl 15 Feb 45 Heim. Georg-Peter Eder injured 
Feb 45 18 Mar 45 Obit, Gonther Weginiann 
15 Mar 4& 20 Mar 45 Lt. Karl Schndrrer injured 
14 Ape 45 3 May 45 Oot. Erwin Stahiberg 
Verband tuber Jan 45 26 Apr 45 Gent Adalf Galland injuresd 
27 Ape 45 & May 45 Obstit, Heine Bar 
Kommodoren 27 Deo 44 7 Mar 45 Major Wolfgang Spate to Stab sG 7 
1. Gruppe Komemandeure oO) Aer 4a} ak ‘Det 44) May Wolfgang Spate to Stab/ jG 400 
1 Now 4h Cec 44 Het Rudolf Opetzr Lectin) 
27 Dec 44 Feb 45 Het. Wilhelm Fulda 
Feb 4 19 Apr aS Horn. Albert Falderbaum 
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1. Staffel Kapitane 24 Apr 44 Apr 44 Hatem. Robert Olejnik ingured 
Apr 24 Nia 44 Hein, Otto Bohner iam 
May 44 ual 44 Oblt Rudott Ontz injured 
Aug 44 how 4 Hein, Robert Ohejnik to MV. ENG 2 
Dec Ja Feb 45 Hot, Albert Faiderbauin to L/iG a00 
Feb a5 19 Apr 45 unenown 
2. Staffel Kapitane Jul 44 Feb 45 Hotm, Otto Béhwee 
Feb 45 Apr 45 Haim. Jomannes Polzin 
2. Staffel Kapitane 20 Aug ad Apr 45 Oot, Frang AGsle 
4. Staffel Kapitane Sep 44 11 Now 44 Onlt, Fran Woidlich to 6./G 400 
Noy 44? Apr 45 Hptrr, Reinrich Sturm 
\l. Gruppe Kommandeure 12 Now 44 SB May 45 Hotm. Audet Ope 
5. Statiel Kapitane 12 Nov 44 Mov 44 Hote. Jochen Langen 
Mow 4a May 45 Obit. Franz \Wicédlich 
6. Staffel Kapitane 1? Now 44 Mow 44 Oblt. Franz Woédlich to SG 40 
Mow aud Mary 45: Lit. Peter Gerth 
7. Staffel Kapitane 12? Nov 44 May 45 Lt. Reinhard Opitz 
Ergancungsstaffel Kapitane 241 Jul 44 ALi bel Obit Frang Medicus 
sep 44 Beg 44 Apt. Nocher 
Kampfgeschwader (Jagd) 6 
Konumodoren 11 Sep 43 B May 45 Gist. Henmann Hogeback 
I, Gruppe Konwmandeure ae 26 Mar 45 Him, Hans Baasner to t,/MGi I) Set 
Mar a5 8 May 45 Heim, Gunter Oyerdieks 
7, Staffel Kapitane 44 2f Apr 45 Gort. enmung Gude FLA 
Apr 45 8 May 45 Lninown — eossibly not reolaced 
8. Staffel Kapitane 4d 8 May 45 LINK? 
9. Staffel Kapitane Mar 45 Hote. Gunter Qverdieks to I. KGLs)| 6 
Mar 45 SB May 45 LIN hay 
Kampfgeschwader (Jagd) 54 
Kommodoren 1 Age 43 9 Feb 45 One. Volorecht Riedesdde! Abr zu Eisenbach KIA 
27 Feb 45 S& May 45 Manor Hans-Georg Bateiver 
1. Gruppe Kommandeure 5 Oct 43 25 Mar 45 Major Ottfried Sehrt injures 
26 May 45 S May 45 Hon, Hans Baasner 
1. Staffel Kapitane 16 Apr 44 7 Apr 45 Apo, Werner Tronicke injured 
11 Apr 45 & May 45 Ob Ludwig Beck 
2. Staffel Kapitine 21 Aug 44 31 Mar 45 Obit, Or, Hein Ober weg Mia 
Apr 45 A May a5 unknown 
3. Staffel Kapitane 9 fun 44 2i Feb 45 Obit. Christian Wunder WA 
22 Feb 45 10 Apr 45 Obt Greiner to 7. /AGL) Sa 
11 Apr 45 A May 45 unknown 
W. Gruppe Kornnaevtieaire 25 Oct 44 4 Jan 45 Major Helmut Stamm 
o Jan 45 5 May 45 Hptm, Ernst Petzold 
4, Staffel Kapitane 25 Oct 44 BA May 45, Heim. Wemer Brandau 
>. Staffel Kapitane 25 Oot 44 5 Jan 45 Unknown 
6 Jan 45 B May 45: Hotm. Herbert Spaciiut 
6. Staffel Kapitane O Reb 45 1945 Hotm Helmut Konnagel 
1945 & May 45: Hote. Horst Rosenberg 
I. Gruppe Kommandeur 10 Oet 44 & May 45 Hotm. Eduard Brogsitter 
7. Staffel Kapitane 10 Nov 43 8 Feb 45 Hotm. Helmut Kormagel 
G Feb 45 10 Ape 45 Det. Leopold Beck 
11 Apr 45 & May 45 Ob, Greiner 
8. Staffel Kapitane 4 Jul 44 B May 45 Ob, Heinz Rall 
9. Staffel Kapitane 5 Oct 43 B May 45 Off. Henrich Schafer 
I. Gruppe Kommandeure ? Mov 44 11 Now 44 Hotm. Horst Geyer 
12 Now 44. Jan 45 Ot Ernst Warner (acting) 
Jan 45 27 Apr 45 Major Heanz Bar to JV 44 
9. Staffel Kapitan 7 Mov 444 27 Spor 45 unknown 
10. Staffel Kapitan F Mow 444 2? Apr 4s Major Hans. Gritzinger 
11. Staffel Kapitane 7 Now 44 16 Now 44 Obl, Werner Glormb HLA 
Now 44 25 Fab 45 Ob. Josef Bohn KA 
26 Feb 25 2? Apr 45 Lirica! 
IV. Gruppe Kommandeur Dec 44 Mar 45 Heim, Robert Oejnik 
13. Staffel Kapitan 2 Now 4a 26 Feb 45 Oot. Acolt Niemeyer 
14, Staffel Kapitan 2 Mow 44 Mar 45 LL Hermann Ziegher 
15, Staffel Kapitan 2 Hoy 444 Jan 45 Heim. Erwin Sturm 
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biileira in Battlin in late May bes 


Could the jets have made a 
difference? 


BM lthough it possessed an exceptional speed and climbing performance, the 
F ale 163 suffered from two major problems. Firstly, its éxtremety limited range 
and endurance meant that after its fuel was exhausted, it became vulnerable to 
Allied fighters, Secondly, the very nature of its fuels made it extremely dangerous to 
fly. It could explode at the slightest provocation and one component of its fuel 
cauert fire on contact with any organic substance including furnan skin, hese 
problems meant that relatively few operational sores were flown by the Me 163 
after the end of August 1944. 

Tre jet fighters were a very different proposition. [hey too possessed exceptional 
performances, but could they have changed the course of the ar war over Germany? 
The authors think nol. Perhaps ifthe Me 262 hac been produced in numbers a year 
earlier, things would have been different. but the prodlem was that its engines were 
not developed to a stage where this could have been made possible 

Much has been made of Hitler's edict that the Me 262 be used as a bomber, 
His ides. which may not have been unreasonable, was for the aircran to sweep 
unopposed over the invasion beaches, hurling bombs, and causing maximurn 


disrupion et what would have been a critical time for German forces. Even if his 


edict had not interrupted the supply of the Me 262 to the fighter units, it is doubthu 


that the aircraft could have been delivered to them in sufficient numbers to 
significantly hamper the Allied bombing offensive of the Reich, 

Another protten lacing the pet fighter was the fuel situabon 
Although the fuel needed — a type of refined diesel known as J2 — was 
@asier to produce than high octane petroleum, it was never available in 

suiticent quantities to allow unhampered delivery to the Jagcwarte. 
Dunne the latter stage of the war, production of both the Me 262 and 
He 162 was nota problem due to the clever dispersal of their factories 
Underground of to forest locations. The supply of sufficienth trained 
pilots was a different matter, however. Many of the best had been 
killed in the air battles of 1944, and the fuel and aerial situation 
severely restricted the training of replacements. All these factors 


orevented the Luftwaffe jet fighter from raking the impact i might have 


had before the end of the war 





